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Academic Choice

AC promotes self discovery and a 
passion for learning. 
Core foci: 
● critical thinking skills
● evidence-based analysis
● research techniques 
● academic writing &

structured discussions



Academic Choice

AC students can set their own 
educational priorities, tailoring 
schedules to reflect personal 
interests, passions, and 
priorities.

Flexible course 
offerings put the 
CHOICE in AC.



Academic Choice

What AC students have to say….



Academic Choice

Some 
fieldtrips, but 
no overnights 
nor full 
community 
retreats.

.

Students 
often need 
to take the 
lead on 
developing 
personal 
relationships 
with 
teachers 

Drawbacks 
& Trade-offs

AC’s large size can make 
building community 
challenging. 

Self advocating is necessary so to not 
slip through the “big school” cracks



Chicano - Latino Studies

We offer two upper division 
courses exploring Chicanx/Latinx 
Identity, Culture, and History

Chicanx Latinx Literature 
(11th/12th grade)

Chicanx Latinx History
(11th/12th grade)



African-American Studies 

5 courses, 10 sections
African American History (a) (g)

Afro-Haitian Dance (f) (g) PE 

African American Literature (b) (g)
Hip Hop/Black Gold, Black Soul, 
Black Dynamite (g)

African American Economics (a) (g)



AHA is a refuge for all people, including 
women, people of color, queer and trans 
people, Muslims, immigrants, and people 
with disabilities.
AHA is an inclusive community. We 
celebrate our differences as strengths, not 
threats. We practice respect, integrity, and 
empathy.
AHA is a place of emotional, physical, 
sexual, and religious safety. We do not 
tolerate violence, hate speech, or 
discrimination.



Interdisciplinary projects

Field trips, college trips, community art projects

Relationships with teachers 

Senior Internship 

AHA



AHA

What makes 
AHA special to 
us… 



If you’re looking to create close 
relationships AHA will be a great place for 
you to build lasting friendships.

Limited access to AP classes in junior year 
(only AP English and Languages) but senior 
year we are required to take AP Gov and AP 
English and have the option to take AP 
Studio Art, and AP Science or Math

A lot of projects are visual arts-based, and 
there is less opportunity for performing arts 
within the academic classes but students can 
take a variety of performing arts electives. 

AHA







HOSA - Future Health Professionals



Drawbacks Trade-offs

● Our looping model (having the same 
teacher for multiple years) causes 
our course schedule to be very 
structured and students therefore 
do not have as much flexibility to 
choose a wider range of electives.

● Our students have less access to 
AP courses than students in other 
programs.

● You are able to build long-lasting 
relationships with your teachers 
and classmates over the  course of 
your three years in AMPS. 

● Instead of AP courses we offer 
Honors courses as well as 
concurrent enrollment in Berkeley 
City College courses within some of 
our AMPS classes

As a result, students receive 
transferable college credits while 
in our program.



BIHS

Berkeley International High School’s 
mission is to create a dynamic learning 
environment that fosters confidence and 
the development of the intellectual self. 
Through exploring global perspectives
and developing socio-emotional 
intelligence, students are prepared to 
critically analyze the world and navigate 
life’s opportunities and challenges.



BIHS



BIHS

-Unique Courses:
Theory of Knowledge, Comparative 
Values and Beliefs, 10th Grade 
Economics
IB Art

-Creative Assessments

-Developing Presentation 
Skills

-Dedicated Teaching Staff

-IB Art Show



BIHS

Because we are an IB school, students are 
required to take: 
-Economics
-Comparative Values and Beliefs
-Global Literature 
-Global History 

This gives you less opportunity for taking 
electives.

Our student body is not as diverse as we 
would like it to be, however we are working 
on it.



CAS

CAS teaches a diverse group of students digital media skills for social 
justice in a close-knit, supportive community. 



CAS

What is “CAS Fam”?



CAS

Best features of CAS?
Weekly peer support groups, looping with teachers, international travel, senior thesis and internships 

retreats & field trips...



CAS

Our students take CAS-only media electives in 10th and 
11th grade instead of other Berkeley High electives.



What’s Next?



What’s Next? (See Email 1/10/20) 

Small Learning Community (SLC) Lottery Entry
February 10th - Hives 1, 2, 3, 5, and 6
February 11th - Hives 4 and 7
Make-Ups: Throughout the week

SLC Lottery Ranking Report Mailing: In late-February

SLC Lottery Results Mailing: In mid-March

Course Requests: On Tuesday, March 17th

Course Requests Report Mailing: In late-March/early-April


