
AC�  
Academic Choice

AHA 
Arts and Humanities Academy

AMPS 
Academy of Medicine and Public Service 

BIHS   
Berkeley International High School

 C�AS 
Communication Arts and Sciences

Green Academy
Sustainable Energy and Environmental Science Pathways

BIS
Berkeley Independent Study Program

  

Course Catalog  2
0

1 4-2
0

1 5



 Contents
	 	 		 Mission Stat ement  
    Let ter from the Principal 	

	 1	 	 Welcome	to	Berkeley	High	School	
 2  Support	&	Guidance
   Counselor Statement
   Course Prerequisites
   Course Registration
   General Information about College Admissions
 3  Keeping Your Options Open
   Education Options After High School
   College Entrance Tests
 4 Policies
   Schedule Changes
   Withdrawal Policy
   Course Guidelines
   Textbook Policies
   Grading Procedures
 5  Additional Credits
 5  English Learner Classification and Placement
 6  Mathematics Placement 
   Science Placement
   World Language Placement
 7  PE Waivers
   Proctors and Teachers Assistants
   Campus Technology Resources
   E-Tree
 8  Interscholastic Athletic Program 
 9	 Berkeley	High	School	Graduation	&	UC/CSU	Entrance	Requirements
 10	 Individualized	Learning	Plan
	 11	 Career	&	College	Readiness
	 17	 		 Adult	School

    Le arning communities
  19	 		 Academic	Choice	(AC)	 	
			26	 		 Arts	&	Humanities	Academy	(AHA)
		33	 		 Academy	of	Medicine	&	Public	Service	(AMPS)		
	38	 		 Berkeley	International	High	School	(BIHS)
	46		 		 Communication	Arts	&	Sciences	(CAS)	
	 52	 		 Green	Academy	(GRN)
	 54	 		 Berkeley	Independent	Study	(BIS)

    Elec tives
	 57	 		 African	American	Studies	
	60	 		 Inclusive	Education	
	 61	 		 Mathematics	
	64	 		 Newcomer	Program	for	Long	Term	English	Learners	
	 67	 		 Physical	Education
	68	 		 Science		 	 	
	 73	 		 Visual	and	Performing	Art
	 79	 		 World	Languages
	84	 		 Other	Elective	Courses
	86	 		 Activities	&	Clubs

	 87	 		 School Directory	



Ber k el e y Hi g H Sc H o o l Mi S S i o n Stat e Men t

It is our mission  
to educate and inspire all students in a safe, 

respectful and supportive environment.

to acHie ve tHiS MiSSion, we will

Expect maximum achievement  
from each student

Maintain high expectations for both  
students and ourselves

Teach students to think critically,  
creatively and analytically

Respect each member of the  
community as an individual

Model and expect ethical and  
responsible behavior

Provide a school structure which  
is open and accessible

In accordance with the provisions of:

 Dear Students and Parents, 

Berkeley High School offers young 
people from a vast range of backgrounds 
the opportunity to further develop 
their skills and their imaginations 
in a truly innovative and vibrant 
atmosphere. The people who make up 
our staff consistently impress me with 
the manner in which their work and 
ingenuity rise above expectations. We 
benefit daily from the contributions of 
creative professionals who understand 
that quality teaching means more than 
just transferring facts and information 
to young people. Our staff continuously 
seeks to design and implement 
curriculum that inspires thinking, 
debate, reflection, and solutions. 

I have always seen our school as a 
large bazaar or marketplace of arts, 
letters, sciences, and design. There are 
basic academic staples available for 
all as well as an array of global ideas, 
endeavors, and philosophies on hand 
to promote creative and productive 
learning experiences for each and 
every student. Berkeley High School 
students are remarkable scholars; they 
are talented artists, impressive athletes, 
gifted and creative writers, and they are 
the mathematicians and scientists who 
will, as someone once said, become the 
“alchemists of our future.” 

Being principal at Berkeley High 
School is a professional privilege 
and I will continuously respect that 
privilege by insisting on quality 
instruction, sustaining a safe and 
positive environment, and working 
with our tremendous staff and student 
body to ensure that the education 
students receive here positions them for 
highly successful collegiate and career 
experiences as well as satisfying and 
fulfilling lives in general.

—Pasquale Scuderi
 principal, Berkeley HigH ScHool

•	 Title	VI	of	the	Federal	Civil	Rights	Act	of	1964	(discrimination	
on the basis of race, color and/or national origin)

•	 Section	504	of	the	Federal	Rehabilitation	Act	of	1973	(discrim-
ination on the basis of handicap)

•	 Title	IX	of	the	Federal	Education	amendment	of	1972	(dis-
crimination on the basis of sex)

•	 California’s	Age	Discrimination	Act	of	1975	(discrimination	
on the basis of age)

•	 Berkeley	Unified	School	District	policies	and	practices	(dis-
crimination on the basis of religion, sexual orientation, sexual 
harassment or marital status)

•	 No	qualified	person	shall	be	excluded	from	participation	in,	be	
denied the benefits of, or otherwise be subjected to discrimina-
tion under any vocational opportunities program or activity in 
the	Berkeley	Unified	School	District	on	the	basis	of	race,	color,	
national origin, religion, handicap, sex, sexual orientation, 
sexual harassment, age or marital status. 

•	 For	questions	concerning	discrimination	on	the	basis	of	
handicap, sex, race, color, national origin, religion, age and/or 
marital status, sexual orientation and/or sexual harassment, 
contact	either	the	Associate	Superintendent	(510)644-6257	or	
the	Superintendent	of	Schools	(510)644-6147,	BUSD	Adminis-
tration	Building,	2020	Bonar	Street,	Berkeley,	CA	94702
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Key to Abbreviations: UCOP–University	of	California	Office	of	the	President;	“a-g”	subjects:  (a)–Social Science, (b)-English, (c)-Math, (d)-Lab Science, (e)-Foreign	Language,	(f)-Visual	
and Performing Arts, (g)-Elective;	(P)	or	(P-Pending)–UCOP	has	certified	(P)	or	is	considering	certification	(P-Pending)	as	fulfilling	a	requirement	for	admission;	(CTE)–Career Technical Educa-
tion;	(ROP)–Regional	Occupational	Program;	(H)-UC	certified	honors	course;	(AP)–Advanced	Placement;	(IB)–International	Baccalaureate.

Information on lottery guidelines may be found at   
http://www.berkeleyschools.net/departments/berkeley-
school-admissions/2156-2	. Each community is designed 
to give students the content knowledge, skills, and diverse 
learning experience to be successfully prepared for a four-
year university or college.

Students	also	have	the	option	of	Berkeley	Independent	Study	
(BIS).		BIS	offers	an	academic	option	to	the	traditional	class-
room environment for students who prefer the flexibility 
and individualized format of independent study.  Contact 
BIS	at	644-8592	for	more	information.					

Every choice provides an opportunity to get the most out of 
one’s	high	school	education.	The	information	in	this	first	
section	of	the	catalog	is	very	important.	Be	sure	to	review	
the following information before making final course 
selections:

• BHS graduation requireMentS	(see	chart,	page	9)

• college entrance requireMentS	(see	chart,	page	9)

 Courses	marked	with	a	star	are	pending	School	Board	
approval.	Courses	with	a	(P)	next	to	them	have	received	
approval	from	the	University	of	California	Office	of	the	
President	(UCOP)	and	can	be	used	to	apply	for	a	4	year	
college. 

	 Courses	with	a	(P-Pending)	next	to	them	are	awaiting	
approval	from	UCOP.
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Welcome to  
Berkeley High School
Berkeley	High	School	has	a	long	history	of	embracing	a	broad	spectrum	of	people	and	
ideas.	The	programs	offered	to	students	both	challenge	and	support	them	to	reach	high	
levels of academic achievement while preparing each graduate to be successful in college, 
career,	and	life.	Following	the	Berkeley	High	lottery	process,	students	can	select	from	six	
quality academic programs that inspire and cultivate the gifts, talents, and passions of its 
students.	Students	also	have	the	option	of	an	off-campus	Independent	Study	program.

Students request placement into one of our six rigor-
ous, college preparatory academic learning communities 
through	the	BHS	lottery	process.	Three	of	our	commu-
nities	(AHA,	AMPS,	and	CAS)	are	small	schools	of	240	
students	and	open	to	9th	-	12th	grade	students.	Two	of	our	
communities	(AC	and	BIHS)	are	larger	programs	of	1000-
1300.	Green	Academy	is	open	to	12th	graders	only.

Students enrolled in any one of our learning coMMunitieS 
— acadeMic cHoice (ac), artS and HuManitieS acadeMy 
(aHa), acadeMy of Medicine and puBlic Service (aMpS), 
Berkeley international HigH ScHool (BiHS), coMMunica-
tion artS and ScienceS (caS), and the green acadeMy 
(grn)—share a core group of teachers. All of the com-
munities satisfy the a-g	requirements	for	the	University	of	
California.	All	offer	some	AP	or	IB	classes.		The	smaller	
learning	communities	also	offer	opportunities	for	students	
to do internships, and senior projects in a specific college 
and career pathway. Students fulfill each learning commu-
nity’s	academic	requirements.	Other	courses	students	have	
room for in their schedule are taken from the individual 
departments: African American Studies, Performing and 
Visual	Arts,	Physical	Education,	and	World	Languages.		

In Spring, at the same time they select classes, students 
have the opportunity to rank and submit their learning 
community preferences. A lottery held at the end of the 
spring	semester	(following	diversity	guidelines	set	by	the	
Berkeley	Unified	School	District)	determines	the	learning	
community to which the student will be assigned.
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High	School	Guidance
Counselor	Statement

Counseling	at	Berkeley	High	is	designed	to	support	the	
whole student. Services include academic planning, col-
lege and career preparation, mental health and crisis 
counseling,	intervention	and	student	advocating.	The	
goal of the counseling department is to help students 
achieve success in high school and beyond while devel-
oping into healthy, happy, contributing members of 
society.

Course	Prerequisites
Five-Year Plan

It is important to develop a five-year individualized 
learning plan (ilp) for	your	four	years	at	Berkeley	
High	School	and	the	year	that	follows	it.	Families	that	
plan	ahead	have	better	control	of	their	student’s	progres-
sion toward high school graduation and post-secondary 
goals. Please use the ILP or four-year courSe plan-
ning guide	on	page	10	to	make	a	rough	draft	of	your	
program plans.

Course	Registration
It is important that students give us accurate informa-
tion regarding the courses they would like to take. 
Counselors meet with students in Spring to begin the 
course registration process for the following school 
year.	Registration	procedures,	BHS	graduation	require-
ments and college admissions eligibility requirements 
are reviewed at this time. Students are provided with an 
unofficial	copy	of	their	transcript	and	current	course	
offerings.	

The	master	schedule	is	built	to	accommodate	the	
requests students made when they chose their classes in 
Spring.	The	master	schedule	is	built	to	avoid	the	greatest	
number of conflicts. However, some conflicts cannot be 
avoided and some students may, unfortunately, be disap-
pointed. 

Students must select their courses carefully! Teach-
ers	are	hired	and	the	number	of	sections	offered	are	
determined	based	on	the	choices	students	make;	hence	
student schedules cannot be changed if the student 
decide they do not like their choice. Students will 
only be allowed to change for extraordinary reasons.        

teacHer preference or ScHedule preference is not 
considered	an	extraordinary	reason.	Berkeley	High	
School recommends students take no more than two 
Advanced Placement or Honors courses per year. Stu-
dentS will not Be allowed to drop ap/iB claSSeS, 
So Be Sure to cHooSe wiSely and Balance acadeMicS 
witH extra-curricular activitieS. 

powerScHool ,	our	student	information	system,	offers	
families	the	opportunity	to	access	their	child’s	atten-
dance and academic information To obtain login 
information please visit http://pspasswords.berkeley.
net/.	Families	are	encouraged	to	use	Powerschool	to	get	
up to the minute progress reports. In addition, many 
teachers are building online coursework into their 
classes using our school Moodle site www.bhmoodle.com.

Career	and	College	Guidance
General	Information	about		
College	Admissions

The	information	included	in	this	section	is	intended	to	
be a general overview of college admission eligibility 
requirements as it relates to course selection throughout 
your	high	school	career.	The	BHS	College	Advisors	have	
extensive, up-to-date college admission information, 
including	assistance	with	testing	and	financial	aid.	They	
are	located	in	the	College/Career	Center	(D221).	The	
College/Career	Center	has	information	on	over	3,000	
colleges	and	universities.	The	College/Career	Advisors	
provide college related information and instructions to 
students	and	their	families	for	every	year	of	a	student’s	
high school career. All students have access to Career 
Locker, an online tool to save feedback on career and 
college interests, PSAT, ACT, SAT practice tests, and 
careers and colleges that match student interests. Stu-
dents and families are encouraged to read the materials 
provided for a more thorough understanding of the 
college	admissions	process.	There	are	weekly	college	
bulletins posted on the etree. Additional information on 
college admissions and financial aid can be found on the 
College/Career Center website: 
http://bhs.berkeleyschools.net/resources/college-career-center
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tion;	(ROP)–Regional	Occupational	Program;	(H)-UC	certified	honors	course;	(AP)–Advanced	Placement;	(IB)–International	Baccalaureate.
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Keeping	Your	Options	Open	
We	encourage	all	BHS	students	to	choose	the	most	rig-
orous schedule that enables them to be successful. A 
student’s	coursework	and	grades	affect	the	options	that	
s/he	will	have	after	graduation.	A	student’s	eligibility	to	
apply to a four-year college directly from high school is 
impacted by the courses s/he chooses to take. 

Alternative Graduation Option
The	california HigH ScHool proficiency ex aM 
(CHSPE)	is	offered	as	an	alternative	to	graduation.	
Information about dates and fees for taking this exam 
are	available	at	www.chspe.net.	The	BHS	code	for	the	
CHSPE is 0131177.

Education	Options	After	High	School	
California Community Colleges

Publically	funded	schools	that	offer	two	year	programs	
of	study	as	well	as	many	career	track	options.		This	is	
typically the least expensive option for students.  Stu-
dent can attended community college for two years and 
then transfer as a junior to a four year college or univer-
sity.		Admission	is	open	to	(1)		All	high	school	graduates;	
(2)	non-grads	who	have	passed	the	CHPSE	or	the	Gen-
eral	Education	Development	Examination	(GED)	with	a	
score	of	at	least	40	on	each	section;	or	(3)	non-grads	are	
at	least	18	years	old.		

Persist to College
Persist	to	College	is	Berkeley	City	College’s	new	high	
school	transition	to	college	program.		Beginning	in	Fall	
2014,	juniors	or	seniors	can	take	join	a	cohort	of	other	
high	school	students	and	take	two	courses	at	BCC	dur-
ing the school day.  Students must enroll in and com-
plete the requirements of a specific series of courses and 
maintain	a	BCC	g.p.a.	of	2.5	or	higher	and	a	Berkeley	
High	g.p.a.	of	2.0	or	higher.	This	program	is	particularly	
accessible for students enrolled in Independent Study. 
Talk to your counselor about whether this program is a 
good fit for you.  You can also contact the Persist Coor-
dinator: Christ Lebo-Planas@aleboplanas@peralta.edu.

California State University (CSU)
This	includes	twenty-three	colleges	within	the	state.		
Students	must	have	a	minimum	GPA	of	2.0	in	addition	a	
score	from	the	SAT	or	ACT	that	meets	the	specified	CSU	
eligibility index requirement.  http://www.csumentor.
edu/planning/high_school/cal_residents.asp

Students’	GPA	plus	either	the	ACT	or	SAT	Reasoning	
Test score, determines baseline eligibility for admission.   
The	GPA	is	based	upon	10th	and	11th	grades	only.		

University of California (UC) 
There	are	nine	UC’s	in	California	and	they	represent	
the	most	competitive	of	the	public	school	system.		The	
minimum	GPA	is	3.0	and	the	SAT	or	ACT	tests	are	a	
requirement	to	be	considered	for	admission.		The	UC	
GPA eligibility and admission requirements are listed on 
the following website: http://admission.universityofcali-
fornia.edu/	(also	listed	on	page	9).

Private School / Out of State Public Schools
Each private school and out of state public school has 
individual requirements and guidelines for admission.  
Students and families are advised to visit the individual 
websites for these colleges and universities.   

College	Entrance	Tests	
SAT Reasoning, SAT Subject, and ACT tests are given 
throughout the year. Registration and examination 
preparation information is available at www.colleg-
eboard.com and www.act.org in the College/Career 
Center	D221.	Berkeley	High	is	a	national	SAT/ACT	test-
ing	site.	Fee	Waivers	are	available	for	low	income	stu-
dents–	see	the	College	Advisors	in	D221.	Students	seek-
ing	504	accommodations	for	ACT/SAT	should	see	their	
Academic Counselor. Some students should take one 
or more SAT subject tests at the end of their sophomore 
and/or junior years. pleaSe See tHe college advi-
Sor or acadeMic counSelor aBout wHen iS tHe BeSt 
tiMe to take a SuBject teSt.

The	Preliminary	Scholastic	Aptitude	Test	(PSAT),	is	a	
standardized test that provides firsthand practice for the 
SAT	for	sophomores	and	juniors.	By	taking	the	PSAT,	
juniors	also	can	qualify	for	recognition	in	the	National	
Merit	Scholarship	Program	(NMSC).	For	more	informa-
tion	go	to	www.nationalmerit.org.	The	PSAT	is	given	
once	a	year	in	October	and	we	encourage	all	Berkeley	
High sophomores and juniors to take it.
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Policies 
Schedule	Changes

any requeStS for ScHedule cHangeS MuSt Be coM-
pleted during regiStration prior to ScHool Starting. 
A change request is only accepted if the school has made 
a mistake or a student has been assigned a wrong level. 
Most courses are year-long and students must select 
all of their courses prior to the start of the school year. 
Students may not change courses mid-year. Students 
are	not	allowed	to	have	gaps	in	their	schedules.	They	
must continue to attend the courses on their schedule 
until	an	official	program	change	has	been	made	and	the	
counselor gives them a new schedule. Students who do 
not	receive	an	official	schedule	change	before	changing	
classes risk invalidation of an approved change and a 
failing grade on their transcript. 

Withdrawal	Policy
Students may apply to withdraw from a course up until 
the	7th	week	of	classes.	The	request	may	or	may	not	be	
honored.	Drops	granted	in	the	first	15	days	of	school	
will	not	appear	on	the	permanent	record.	Up	until	the	
7th week, the transcript will reflect a “W” with no credit 
for the dropped class. A student who drops a course after 
the	7th	week	of	the	semester	shall	receive	an	“F”	grade	
on his/her permanent record. Students must obtain a 
proctor assignment to replace the dropped course. 

 IB/AP Courses
Students	may	not	drop	an	IB	or	AP	course.

Course	Guidelines
Each	year-long	course	is	worth	10	credits	unless	other-
wise	noted.	Students	are	expected	to	earn	30	credits	per	
semester,	60	credits	a	year,	for	a	regular	six	period	day.	
All students must take a minimum of six classes with no 
gaps in their schedule, except for seniors who may have 
no first or sixth period. 

Berkeley	High	School	Textbook	Policies
All	students	must	have	a	school	ID	card	to	check	out	
library and textbooks.

Students are responsible for maintaining the condition 
of each textbook that they are issued and will be fined 
for all damages.  

Students are responsible for the cost of replacing lost or 
stolen	textbooks.	The	district	may	withhold	the	student’s	
grades, diploma and transcripts in accordance with 
law,	Board	policy,	and	administrative	regulation.		If	the	
student and parent/guardian are unable to pay for the 
damages or return of the property, the principal or des-
ignee shall provide a program of voluntary work for the 
student	to	do.	(Education	Code	48904)

All semester course textbooks are due at the end of the 
semester.  All other textbooks are due by the end of the 
current school year. 

Grading	Procedures
Grades for achievement shall be reported for each mark-
ing	period.	The	addition	of	plus/minus	signs	occurs	only	
for progress and quarter reports.

Grade Description Grade Point
A	 Outstanding	Achievement	 4.0	grade	pts
B	 Above	Average	Achievement	 3.0	grade	pts
C	 Average	Achievement	 2.0	grade	pts
D	 Below	Average	Achievement	 1.0	grade	pts
F	 Little	or	No	Achievement	 0	grade	pts
I	 Incomplete	 0	grade	pts

final gradeS are assigned twice a year at the end of 
semester.		Final	semester	grades	are	the	only	grades	
recorded	on	the	official	transcript/permanent	record.		
quarter grade reportS are also issued at the end 
of	the	9th	and	27th	week	of	school.		Final	and	Quarter	
Grade Reports are mailed home.   progreSS reportS 
are generated at the end of the 5th week of each quarter.  
They	are	designed	to	communicate	with	parents	and	
guardians	about	student	progress.		These	reports	are	
only mailed to students who have a minimum of one 
“D”	or	“F”.		All	grades	are	viewable	via	the	parent and 
Student portal in powerScHool.		Refer	to	pg.	2	for	
directions regarding how to log on to Powerschool. Par-
ents should contact the appropriate teacher or counselor 
when students are demonstrating academic, attendance, 
or	behavioral	difficulties.	Direct	communication	with	
the teachers is highly encouraged.  

A grade of incoMplete, “I”, is assigned when work has 
not	been	completed.	The	“I”	grade	will	be	recorded	as	an	
“F”	grade	if	the	course	work	is	not	completed.	For	the	
purposes of athletic eligibility, an incomplete grade reg-
isters	as	an	“F”	grade.	
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Additional	Credits
As budget and resources permit, students may attend 
BHS	summer	school,	Adult	School	or	night	school	to	
repeat	core	academic	classes	(math,	English,	history,	for-
eign language and science) in which they earned a grade 
lower than “C”. In addition, students may enrich their 
BHS	experience	and	earn	additional	credits	through	
concurrent enrollment at community colleges, four-year 
colleges, and/or adult school. A petition for concurrent 
enrollment MuSt be completed prior to enrolling at a 
college or Adult School and filed in the Records Center 
with the registrar. Students may not receive high school 
credit if they have not been pre-approved for concurrent 
enrollment. Students must arrange to have their tran-
scripts	from	other	schools	sent	to	the	registrar	at	BHS.	
To make up credits, students must attend adult school 
during the school year.

Credit Recovery
Credit Recovery is an independent study course that 
gives students the time and support to complete course 
work required to receive a passing grade in a course 
needed for graduation or college eligibility. Credit 
Recovery can be accomplished either through Cyber 
High or through independent study contracts with 
teachers in their specific subject areas. Such independent 
study coursework is based upon a detailed assessment of 
student progress completed by teachers at the end of the 
semester	in	which	the	student	received	a	“D”	or	an	“F”. 
Credit	recovery	may	result	in	either	1.)	a	student	receiv-
ing credit for repeating a course from an appropriately 
credentialed	supervising	teacher,	or	2.)	the	original	
teacher of the course submitting a grade change for 
additional work completed to the standard of the origi-
nal course. 

Cyber high   SemeSter /1-5 CreditS

Cyber High is a high school curriculum that is adminis-
tered	online.	The	curriculum	is	fully	accredited	through	
Fresno	Unified	School	District	and	is	aligned	with	the	
California	State	Content	Standards	and	Frameworks.	
Select	courses	also	meet	the	University	of	California’s	
“a-g” requirements.

Berkeley	High	School	students	can	take	self-paced	
courses through Cyber High that make up credit defi-
ciencies for high school graduation. All work is done on 
computers	at	Berkeley	High	School.

Cyber High is limited to seniors and juniors who need 
credits to graduate. In order to take a course through 
Cyber High, see your academic counselor.

Summer School
BHS HaS only Been aBle to offer liMited SuMMer 
ScHool due to Budget cutS.	If	offered,	it	normally	
begins one week after the end of the spring semester and 
lasts six weeks. Participation would be limited to stu-
dents who have failed a course required for graduation. 
Brochures	with	information	on	the	summer	school	pro-
grams would be available from the counselors in April. 
Course requests would be due in May. 

Placement	in	Courses
Berkeley	High	strives	to	place	students	in	classes	where	
they will be challenged and successful. We place students 
according to a combination of learning community 
requirements, grades, test scores, teacher/counselor 
recommendations, department assessments and prereq-
uisites. 

English	Learner	Classification	and		
Placement
Classification 

According	to	the	BUSD	Board	of	Education	-	approved	
EL Master Plan and state law, on the registration form, 
in the Home Language Survey section, if any of the first 
three questions are answered as other than English, then 
a new student is given the California English Language 
Development	Test	(CELDT)	–	a	reading,	writing,	speak-
ing,	and	listening	test.	If	the	student	scores	1-4	overall	
on	the	CELDT,	s/he	is	classified	as	an	English	Learner	
(EL)	until	s/he	reclassifies.	If	a	student	scores	overall	as	a	
level 5 then s/he is not classified as an EL.

Placement
A	Newcomer	EL	student,	recently	arrived	in	this	coun-
try,	is	“less	than	reasonably	fluent”	or	has	a	score	of	1-3	
on	the	CELDT,	is	placed	in	the	Newcomer	Program. A 
student	with	an	initial	score	of	4	is	given	the	option	to	
participate	in	the	Newcomer	Program	or	not.	An	EL	stu-
dent who has been here for more than 5 years can be in 
any	of	the	learning	communities,	regardless	of	CELDT	
level. Parents may also request a placement in or out of 
the	Newcomer	Program.	Newcomer	students	gain	one	
level	every	year	on	the	CELDT	and	some	skip	levels.	A	
Newcomer	who	comes	into	BHS	at	CELDT	level	1/2	can	
stay	longer	at	BHS	and	have	a	“fifth	year”	of	high	school	
to become more proficient in English and become more 
likely to pass the California High School Exit Exam 
(CAHSEE).	
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When	ELs	exit	the	Newcomer	program	they	get	their	
first	choice	for	their	new	learning	community.			New-
comer ELs are now called Mainstreamed ELs or Long 
Term ELs. Also in the first year that these students 
mainstream, they have the flexibility to change classes 
as the counselor advises, in order to meet their English 
Language	Development	needs	and	work	with	an	experi-
enced, specially trained or supported teacher.

Reclassification Criteria
The	district	reclassification	criteria	for	EL	students	is:	
1.	A	score	of	Basic	or	above	on	the	California	Standards	
Test	in	English	Language	Arts,	2.	A	score	of	4,	or	5	on	
the	CELDT,	and	3.	grades	of	“C”	or	better	in	math,	sci-
ence,	English,	and	history.	(See	the	Newcomer	Program	
and	Long	Term	English	Learner	section	on	pages	64-66	
for more information.)

Mathematics	Placement
The	UC	Office	of	the	President	requires	three	years	
of college preparatory mathematics that includes the 
topics	covered	in	Algebra	1,	Geometry	and	Algebra	2.	
Approved Integrated Math courses may be used to fulfill 
part or all of this requirement.

In	order	to	graduate	from	BHS,	students	must	complete	
two	years	of	math	which	must	include	Algebra	1	or	Inter-
active	Math	1.		They	must	also	pass	the	CAHSEE	Math	
exam.

See	pg	61-63	for	a	list	of	math	classes.
Notes to Entering 9th graders

The	course	that	students	take	in	their	freshman	year	at	
BHS	is	determined	by	the	math	they	completed	in	mid-
dle school, teacher recommendation, and a placement 
test	developed	by	the	Berkeley	Office	of	Evaluation	and	
Assessment	(B.E.A.).	The	placement	test	will	be	admin-
istered in April and notification of all placements will be 
sent	to	families	in	May.	Different	learning	communities	
offer	either	the	Interactive	Math	Program	or	the	Geom-
etry	progression.	See	each	learning	community’s	Course	
Progression Chart for more information.

Honors Options
The	BHS	Mathematics	Department	offers	Honors	
Geometry	and	Honors	Algebra	2,	but	UCOP	has	not	
approved additional honors credit for these two courses.  
Advanced	Math	courses	for	which	UCOP	does	award	

additional	honors	credit	are	designated	with	an	(H).		
This	includes	Honors	Math	Analysis,	all	AP	courses,	and	
most	IB	math	courses.

Restrictions on Honors
once placed in an HonorS MatH courSe, StudentS 
May not elect to Move to a non-HonorS claSS. 

Science	Placement
The	UC	Office	of	the	President	requires	the	following:	
Two	years	(three	years	recommended)	of	laboratory	sci-
ence providing fundamental knowledge in two of these 
three foundational subjects: biology, chemistry and 
physics. 

In	order	to	graduate	from	BHS,	student	must	earn	a	“D”	
or better in two years of science: one year of physical 
science and one year of life science. However, most four-
year colleges and universities require a minimum of 
two years of college-preparatory (P) laboratory science 
courses	from	two	different	areas,	and	many	recommend	
three years. 

See	pg	68-72	for	a	list	of	science	courses.
AP & IB Informational Meetings

Students are strongly recommended to attend an infor-
mational	meeting	for	AP	or	IB	in	the	spring	before	the	
course, at which they will be given a sample assign-
ment to complete and told about the expectations of the 
course. 

World	Language	Placement
Students with little or no previous language experience 
are	placed	in	a	level	1-2	class.	Students	with	previous	
experience are placed into the appropriate level based on 
their grades in a previous language course or on their 
score on a placement test. Middle-school students in a 
BUSD	school	can	take	the	placement	test	in	their	middle	
school. All other students can take the placement test at 
BHS,	(dates	and	times	to	be	announced.)	Students	who	
believe they have been incorrectly placed should contact 
the World Languages co-chair, danielroose@berkeley.net 
or the World Languages vice-principal within the first 
two weeks of classes. 
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PE	Waivers
Students who participate in a nationally sponsored 
sports activity including a professional dance company 
can request a waiver of the Physical Education require-
ment	from	the	Berkeley	High	School	administration.	In	
order to qualify for a PE waiver a student must partici-
pate at least five hours a week in their sport or activity. 
Should a waiver be granted, the coach and/or supervi-
sor of the activity will be required to sign an assurance 
that the student is meeting state and physical standards 
through participation in the activity, and provide an 
official	letter	describing	their	program.	Students	who	
apply for a PE waiver must do so at the beginning of 
each semester. PE waiver forms are available in the 
attendance	office.

Proctor	and	Teacher	Assistant
Teachers may have no more than one proctor per  
year. Students may have no more than one proctor or 
teacher assistant period per year and first preference will 
go to senior students. 

Campus	Technology	Resources
Berkeley	High	is	pleased	to	offer	students	access	to	
computer technology, the internet and certain online 
services.	Use	of	these	technologies	and	services	is	contin-
gent	upon	the	signing	of	the	Berkeley	High	Acceptable	
Use	Policy	(AUP).	The	AUP	governs	the	acceptable	use	of	
all	campus	technology	resources.	Violation	of	the	AUP	
may	result	in	disciplinary	action.	The	acceptable	use	
policy will be provided to students prior to registration 
in August and is available as a reference to students and 
parents	on	the	Berkeley	High	public	web	site	(www.bhs.
berkeley.net).

The	Berkeley	High	School	E-Tree
BHS	has	an	email	list	serve	which	posts	the	Student	
Bulletin,	College/Career	Bulletin,	messages	from	the	
Principal, information about events, news and volunteer 
opportunities.	The	parent-run	effort	works	closely	with	
the administration in order to ensure accuracy.

To	subscribe	to	the	BHS	etree	please	send	an	email	to	
bhs-requests@lmi.net with one word only in the subject 
line: subscribe.

If you have trouble subscribing, please contact the parent 
volunteer facilitators at bhs-owner@lmi.net

Student	Gmail	Account
All	students	at	BHS	are	assigned	a	gmail	account.	 	
Login	for	Google	(www.gmail.com)

Username	is:	firstnamelastname@students.berkeley.net

Maximum	of	18	characters	in	the	name	(for	example:	
barakobama@students.berkeley.net

The	password	is:	“Berkeley”	+	your	student	id,	no	dashes	
(-),	apostrophes	(	‘	),	or	spaces.
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The following athletic     
teams are part of the -

interScHolaStic  
atHletic prograM:
Fall 

Cross Country  
	 (Boys	and	Girls)	 
Field	Hockey	(Girls)	 
Football (Student) 
Golf	(Girls)	 
Tennis	(Girls)	 
Volleyball	(Girls)	 
Water polo  
	 (Boys	and	Girls) 

Winter 
Basketball		
	 (Boys	and	Girls)	 
Soccer	(Boys	and	Girls)	 
Wrestling  
	 (Boys	and	Girls)	

Spring 
Badminton		
	 (Boys,	Girls	and	Mixed) 
Baseball	(Student)	 
Crew	(Boys	and	Girls) 
Golf	(Boys)	 
Lacrosse	(Boys	and	Girls)	 
Softball	(Girls)	 
Swim	&	Diving		
	 (Boys	and	Girls)	 
Tennis	(Boys)	 
Track	&	Field		
	 (Boys	and	Girls)	 
Volleyball	(Boys)	

note: 
Winter sports  
begin in the fall semester but 
don’t	appear	on	 
the	student’s	transcript	 
until the spring semester  
is concluded. 

Interscholastic	Athletic	Program
The	interScHolaStic atHletic prograM	is	open	to	all	Berkeley	High	and	Berkeley	
Independent Study students. Students earn up to 5 physical education credits for each 
season s/he complete successfully. To be eligible to participate in interscholastic athlet-
ics, a student must meet the following requirements: 

•	 The	student	must	be	regularly	enrolled	in	at	least	20	semester	units	at	Berkeley	High	
School	or	Berkeley	Independent	Study.	

• Prior to trying out, the student must provide a complete athletic packet, including an 
annual physical.

•	 The	student	must	try	out	and	be	selected	for	a	team.

•	 The	student	must	maintain	at	least	a	2.0	grade	average	each	quarter,	with	no	more	than	
one	“F”	grade.

•	 Student’s	name	must	appear	on	a	team	roster	generated	by	BHS	athletic	department.	

•	 The	student	must	remain	eligible	during	the	entire	season	of	the	sport.	

• All transfer students must be cleared by the athletic department before they are eligible 
to compete in a contest. 

Five	physical	education	credits	in	Athletics	will	be	added	to	the	student’s	transcript	upon	
successful completion of the sport. 

Team	Definitions	
Student Team 

Whenever	the	school	provides	only	a	boys’	team	in	a	particular	sport,	girls	are	permitted	
to	qualify	for	the	student	team(s).	If	a	girl	plays	on	a	boys’	team,	the	team	is	designated	
as a student team. 

Boys’ Team
Whenever	the	school	provides	a	boys’	team	and	a	girls’	team	in	the	same	sport,	girls	shall	
not	be	permitted	to	qualify	for	the	boys’	team(s)	in	that	sport	nor	shall	boys	be	permitted	to	
qualify	for	the	girls’	team(s)	in	that	sport.	

Girls’ Team
Whenever	the	school	provides	only	a	girls’	team	in	a	particular	sport,	boys	shall	not	be	
permitted	to	qualify	for	the	girls’	team	in	that	sport	unless	opportunities	in	the	total	sports	
program for boys in the school has been limited in comparison to the total sports program 
for	girls	in	that	school.	Permission	for	boys	to	qualify	for	the	girls’	team	must	be	secured	
through	petition	by	the	school	principal	to	the	CIF	Federated	Council.	

Mixed Team (Co-ed)
Whenever the school provides a mixed or co-ed team in a sport in which the game rules 
designate either a certain number of team participants from each sex or contains an event 
that designates a certain number of participants from each sex, boys shall not be permitted to 
qualify	for	the	girls’	positions	on	the	mixed	team,	nor	shall	girls	be	permitted	to	qualify	for	the	
boys’	positions	on	the	mixed	or	co-ed	team.
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*	 The	complete	list	of	“a-g”	approved	course	can	be	found	at	www.ucop.edu/doorways.edu/list.	Information	regarding	courses	approved	by	UCOP	to	
receive	additional	honors	credit	can	be	found	on	this	website.

GRADUATION	AND	UC/CSU	
REQUIREMENTS
Students must meet all of the requirements	for	graduation	(credits	and	courses)	by	the	
deadline for senior grades in June to be eligible to participate in the graduation   
ceremony. Students who must complete graduation requirements in the summer 
following the senior year will not be eligible to participate in the June ceremony  
and will receive a diploma at the end of summer school.

1. Pass English and Math Portions of  California State High School Exit Exam (CAHSEE) 
2. Pass Minimum of 220 Credits 
3. Pass Required Courses

UC/CSU	required	“a–g”	courses* Berkeley	High	School	required	courses
a 2 years 

1	year	of	World	History/Cultures	

AND	

1	year	of	U.S.	History		

OR	1	semester	of	U.S.	History	AND	1	semester	of	

American	Government

20 Social	Studies
9th:	

10th:		

11th:		

12th: 

4 years 
Freshman	History/Geography/Global	Studies/	

Sociology	

World	History/Global	History		

U.S.	History/IB	History	of	the	Americas		

American	Government	and	Economics	

(1	semester	each)/IB	History	of	the	Americas

40

b 4 years 
All	college	preparatory	English	courses	that	in-

clude	frequent	and	regular	writing	and	reading	of	

classic	and	modern	literature

40 English	
 9th:		

10th:		

11th: 

12th:	

4 years 
English	1	

World	Literature/Global	Literature	

American	Literature/IB	English	HL		

Two	semesters/IB	English	HL	

40

c 3 years (4	years	recommended)

Algebra	1	or	Interactive	Math1
Geometry	or	Interactive	Math2
Algebra	2	or	Interactive	Math3

30 Mathematics 2 years 
Completion	of	Algebra	1	or	Interactive	Math	1		

required	in	addition	to	a	second	year		

of	math

20

d 2 years (3	years	recommended) 
1	year	Physical	Science	

1	year	Life	Science

20 Science 2 years	

1	year	Physical	Science

1	year	Life	Science

Both college prep and non-college prep  

sciences qualify. *See pgs. 68-72 for a list of 

Physical and Life Science courses.

20

e 2 years (3	years	recommended)	

in the same language

20 World		
Language

1 year   10f 1 year	long	course	in	one	of	the	following:	dance,	

drama/theater,	music	or	visual	art

10 Visual	&	
Performing	Arts

Career	Tech	
Ed	(CTE)

g 1 year/2 semesters	chosen	from	additional	

“a-f”	courses	beyond	those	used	to	satisfy	the	

requirements	above,	or	courses	that	have	been	

approved	solely	for	use	as	“g”	electives

10 Electives 14 semesters 70

(Phys.	Ed.	not	required	for	UC/CSU) Physical		
Education

4 semesters of electives 20

All UC/CSU required classes must be passed 
with grade of “C” or better

Total BHS Required Credits 220

Key to Abbreviations: UCOP–University	of	California	Office	of	the	President	(Pg.9);	“a-g”	subjects:  (a)–Social Science, (b)-English, (c)-Math, (d)-Lab Science, (e)-Foreign	Language,											
(f)-Visual	and	Performing	Arts,	(g)-Elective;	(P)	or	(P-Pending)–UCOP	has	certified	(P)	or	is	considering	certification	(P-Pending)	as	fulfilling	a	requirement	for	admission;	(CTE)–Career Tech-
nical	Education	(Pg.	12);	(ROP)–Regional	Occupational	Program;	(H)-UC	certified	honors	course;	(AP)–Advanced	Placement;	(IB)–International	Baccalaureate.
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Student:  counSelor:

Berkeley	High	School	Individualized	Learning	Plan	
4 -ye a r  c o u r S e  p l a n n i n g  g u i d e

9th Grade 10th Grade 11th Grade 12th Grade

History

English

Math

Science

World  
Languages

Art

Additional 
class* 

*if room in schedule

First	Choice	Option	(Refer to Catalog for appropriate course selection)

qAC qAHA qAMPS  qBIHS   qCAS qGreen Academy

Second	Choice	Option	(Refer to Catalog for appropriate course selection)

qAC qAHA qAMPS  qBIHS   qCAS  qGreen Academy

9th Grade 10th Grade 11th Grade 12th Grade

History

English

Math

Science

World  
Languages

Art

Additional 
class* 
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It	is	the	vision	of	the	Berkeley	Unified	School	District	that	all	students	will	be	prepared	for	
both career and college. All students will have the opportunity to research their individual 
interests and aptitudes, learn more about post-secondary programs that can best direct 
them toward their career goals, have the opportunity to earn high school credit for an 
internship or a work-based learning experience, learn more about and pursue the jobs and 
careers	that	are	in	highest	demand,	and	take	courses	in	Career	Technical	Education	(CTE).  

	CAREER	&	COLLEGE	READINESS

CTE is defined as a program of study that involves 
a multiyear sequence of courses that integrates core 
academic knowledge with technical and occupational 
knowledge to provide students with a pathway to post-
secondary	education	and	careers.	UCOP	recognizes	
many of these courses as college preparatory.  Starting 
in	2014-2015,	Berkeley	High	students	can	use	courses	
designated	as	(CTE)	as	an	optional	requirement	for	
graduation.  

The	small	schools	at	Berkeley	High	offer	their	students	
a unique opportunity to be immersed in a distinct CTE 
pathway.		AHA	and	CAS	offers	pathways	in	Arts	Media	
and	Entertainment.	AMPS	offers	a	pathway	in	Health	
Science	and	Medical	Technology.	The	Green	Academy	
offers	a	pathway	in	Energy	and	Utilities.		Students	in	
these communities participate in interdisciplinary proj-
ects and internships and interact directly with numer-
ous industry and community partners.

All	BHS	students	have	access	to	a	wide	variety	of	career	
pathways.		From	Sports	Medicine	to	Fire	Science	to	Bio-
technology	to	Advanced	Video	and	Photography	classes	
–	students	at	Berkeley	High	have	the	opportunity	to	
learn from and be exposed to employers and careers in 
these	industries.	The	chart	on	page	15	and	16	indicates	
the	sequence	of	classes	that	are	offered	in	each	Pathway	
as well as the local programs students can access after 
graduation that can lead directly to excellent jobs and 
careers.    

CareerLocker	
All	students	at	Berkeley	High	can	access	an	individual	
account in CareerLocker, an online career exploration 
software.  Students can take an interest and aptitudes 
survey, explore career fields in industries where there 
are available jobs, research four year and two year col-
leges	that	offer	programs	in	the	areas	they	want	to	study,	
create a resume and a cover letter, and access practice 
exams for the PSAT, SAT, and ACT.  Students can use 
CareerLocker from any location that can access the 
internet.		For	more	questions	about	CareerLocker,	see	
your counselor.

To establish a new account:
1)	 Go	to	CareerLocker	(http://careerlocker.com).

2)	 Click	Register.

3)	 Type	in	the	following	registration	code:	bhc-c252.

4)	 Create	a	user	name:	firstname	followed	by	lastname,	
all	lower	case	(eg.	barackobama.	Password:	Berkeley.								
Hit submit.

5) Answer the registration questions, and verify the regis-
tration.

CTE	Course
Some	CTE	courses	at	Berkeley	High	can	be	taken	in	
sequence and lead students directly toward a career in 
that	field.	There	are	many	other	CTE	courses	offered	
at	Berkeley	High	School,	many	of	which	are	embedded	
within	our	small	schools.		There	are	other	courses	that	
are not CTE designated, but which are general educa-
tion that will support a student in a chosen pathway.  
The	chart	on	page	15	and	16	shows	the	different	path-
ways	we	offer,	the	courses	that	are	offered	at	BHS,	and	
the post-secondary certification and degree programs 
offered	in	that	field.		

The	following	CTE	courses	are	intended	to	be	taken	in											
sequence.	In	some	cases,	a	students	may	bypass	the	first	
year	of	the	sequence.	See	course	descriptions	for	details:

Fire Science (ROP) (CTE)   Year · 10 CreditS

This	course	follows	the	California	Firefighter	1	cur-
riculum and prepares students for future study of fire 
science as well as providing them hands on experi-
ence.	The	fundamentals	of	the	fire	fighting	equipment,	
methods of rescue, emergency procedures and fire 
department organization. Integrated throughout the 
course are career preparation standards which include 
basic academic skills, communication, interpersonal 
skills, problem solving, workplace safety, technology 
and employment literacy. prerequisite: Students will be 
required to arrange for their own transportation to a 
fire	station	when	necessary.		Note:	Students	are	never	
allowed to drive other students.

Key to Abbreviations: UCOP–University	of	California	Office	of	the	President;	“a-g”	subjects:  (a)–Social Science, (b)-English, (c)-Math, (d)-Lab Science, (e)-Foreign	Language,	(f)-Visual	
and Performing Arts, (g)-Elective;	(P)	or	(P-Pending)–UCOP	has	certified	(P)	or	is	considering	certification	(P-Pending)	as	fulfilling	a	requirement	for	admission;	(CTE)–Career Technical Educa-
tion;	(ROP)–Regional	Occupational	Program;	(H)-UC	certified	honors	course;	(AP)–Advanced	Placement;	(IB)–International	Baccalaureate.
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Sports Medicine (P) (CTE) Year · 10 CreditS

Sports Medicine is designed to explore human anatomy 
and physiology, and lays the foundation for further 
study of these sciences.  Students learn how systems of 
the body function and interact through physical activ-
ity, and develop an understanding of the structure and 
function	of	the	musculoskeletal	system.	This	knowledge	
serves as a platform for the physiological response to 
injury and improving performance. Students taking 
this class may be eligible for an after-school practicum 
with	the	school’s	athletic	teams.		Integrated	through-
out the course are career preparation standards, which 
include basic academic skills, communication, inter-
personal skills, problem solving, safety, technology and 
employment literacy.  prerequiSiteS: “C” or better in 
Biology,	Adv.	Biology,	or	AP	Biology.		Students	must	be	
a	junior	or	senior.		UC/CSU	(g)

Advanced Sports Medicine   
(P-Pending) (CTE)             Year · 10 CreditS

Advanced Sports Medicine provides an excellent 
opportunity for students to continue exploring their 
interest in the fields of health science and medicine. 
This	class	provides	a	framework	of	advanced	skills	
for understanding functional anatomy and kinesiol-
ogy, building on the concepts of anatomy/physiology 
learned	in	Sports	Medicine.	The	lecture/lab	format	
focuses on clinical hands-on applications of theory and 
knowledge, including evaluation, assessment, treat-
ment and rehabilitation of athletic injuries. Internship 
opportunities are available at after-school athletic 
events, assisting the head athletic trainer or team 
physician, and working with other health care profes-
sionals. Integrated throughout the course are career 
technical education standards which include basic 
academic skills, communication, career planning, 
technology, problem solving, safety, responsibility, eth-
ics,	teamwork,	and	technical	knowledge.	UC/CSU	(g)	
(P-Pending)

For the following Visual and Performing Art 
Sequences

See pg. 73-75 for course descriptions: 

Digital	Photo	(P)

ROP	Advanced	Digital	Photography	(CTE)	(P)

Beginning	Photo	(P)

Advanced	Photography	(P)

(ROP)	Advanced	Photography	(CTE)	(P)

ROP	Art	of	Video	Production	(CTE)	(P)

ROP	Advanced	Studio	Editing	(CTE)	(P)

New ROP-EMT Basic (P-Pending)        Year-10 CreditS

This	course	is	open	to	both	seniors	and	adults	and	will	
take	place	at	the	Berkeley	Adult	School	two	evenings	per	
week.  It will instruct students to the level of Emergency 
Medical	Technician-Basic.	The	EMT	serves	as	a	vital	link	
in the chain of the health care team. It is recognized that 
most pre-hospital emergency medical care will be pro-
vided by an Emergency Medical Technician, who needs 
to know skills necessary to provide emergency care at 
a basic life support level with an ambulance service or 
other specialized service. After completion of the pro-
gram,	the	student	will	be	prepared	to	take	the	EMT-Basic	
exam required for state certification. Topics include 
CPR, medical terminology, anatomy, advanced life sup-
port interface, scene/patient assessment, communicable 
diseases, traumatic emergencies, medical emergencies, 
obstetric emergencies, pediatrics, geriatrics, environ-
mental	emergencies,	and	behavior	emergencies,	plus	10	
hours	of	“ride	along”	with	the	Fire	Department	or	ambu-
lance crew.  Integrated throughout the course are career 
preparation standards that include basic academic skills, 
communication, interpersonal skills, problem solving, 
workplace safety, technology and employment literacy. 

ROP Biotechnology 1/2 (P) (CTE)     Year · 10 CreditS

The	course	centers	around	the	following	areas:	labora-
tory measurement and calculation, energetics of life, 
growth and reproduction, structural basis of function in 
living systems, chemistry of living systems, quantitative 
problem solving and data acquisition and display. Issues 
of career development, ethics and technology will also 
be stressed.Priority admission will be given to juniors 
who	have	completed	Advanced	Biology	and	Chemistry	
and	students	who	reside	in	South	and	West	Berkeley.		
Students who are concurrently enrolled in Chemistry 
and	who	have	passed	Advanced	Biology	are	also	eligible,	
however,	they	must	be	enrolled	in	an	additional	0	period	
Enhancement Lab dedicated to supporting the chemis-
try	skills	necessary	to	be	successful	in	Biotech.	½.		All	
students must have earned a “C” average in college pre-
paratory	math.		UC/CSU	(d)

ROP Biotechnology 3/4 (P) (CTE)    Year · 10 CreditS

This	course	covers	chemistry	and	biochemistry	concepts	
related	to	biotechnology,	genetics,	DNA	transforma-
tions, protein purification techniques, cell growth and 
monitoring techniques, immunology and other aspects 
of biotechnology. Prerequisites:	Grade	12.		Priority	
will be given to students who have successfully com-
pleted	Biotech	½	with	a	“B”	or	better.	Students	may	
also	apply	to	enter	Biotechnology	¾	if	they	have	passed	
Advanced	Biology	and	Chemistry.	UC/CSU	(d)
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The	following	small	schools	provide	Linked	Learning	style	
of	education	which	both	prepares	students	for	a	four-year	
college	and	clearly	defined	pathway	of	courses	and	cross-
discipline	immersion	in	a	particular	area	of	interest:

Arts Humanities Academy (AHA) pg.26-32

Art	Wheel	–	9th	and	10th	grades

AHA	Advanced	Drawing	and	Painting	(P)	–	11th	
grade

AHA	AP	Studio	Art	(P)	(H)	–	12th	grade

Academy of Medicine and Public Service 
(AMPS) pg. 33-37

AMPS	Forensics	(P)	–	9th	grade

AMPS	Chemistry	(P)	–	10th	grade

AMPS	Biological	Health	Science	(P)	(CTE)	–	11th	
grade

AMPS	Community	Service	Professions	(P)	(CTE)	–	
11th	grade

AMPS	Applied	Medical	English	(P)	(CTE)	–	12th	
grade

Recommended:		Medical	Spanish	(P-Pending),	ROP-
Sports	Medicine	(P)	(CTE),	ROP-Fire	Science	(CTE),	
ROP-EMT-Basic	(CTE)

Communication Arts and Sciences (CAS),       
pg. 46-51

CAS-Computer	Arts	(P)	–	10th	grade

CAS-Art	of	Video	Production	(P)	(CTE)	–	11th	grade

ROP-Advanced	Studio	Editing	(P)	(CTE)	or

ROP-Advanced	Digital	Photography	(P)	(CTE)	–	12th	
grade

CTE	Offerings	at	BHS
The	following	CTE	courses	may	be	taken	as	single	courses.	

Entrepreneurship and Innovation 
(P-Pending)           10 CreditS

Do	you	consider	yourself	an	entrepreneur	or	want	
to	build	a	business	/	organization?	This	course	offers	
students the opportunity to participate in the process 
of entrepreneurship by developing and executing 
a	business	plan.	The	curriculum	seeks	to	provide	
students with the necessary skills and knowledge to 
participate in the process of developing an entrepre-
neurial idea and ultimately producing a product or 
service. As part of this process, students will gain a 
deep understanding of how to participate on a col-
laborative	workplace	team	common	to	a	21st	century	
workplace. In addition, students will gain knowledge 
and experience with web development and develop 
a strong foundation to pursue STEM related majors 
and careers in technology / engineering and business 
/	economics.	UC/CSU	(g)	(P-Pending)
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ss ROP-Sustainable Urban  
 Agriculture (P-Pending) (CTE)     Year-10 CreditS

Students will study urban ecology and plant physi-
ology and have a hands-on experience in organic 
fruit	and	vegetable	production.		The	structure	of	this	
course balances classroom lecture and research with 
lab practicums that take place in the outdoor class-
room	of	the	Berkeley	High	School	gardens.		Students	
have the opportunity to directly apply their knowl-
edge through this comprehensive, 3-season program, 
which emphasizes horticultural science methodology.  
In addition, students explore relevant topics in per-
sonal diet and industrial food systems transformation.  
This	course	also	exposes	students	to	professionals,	
organizations, and higher-learning institutions of 
the	East	Bay	urban	agriculture	community	and	its	
extended	networks.			 UC/CSU	(g)	(P-Pending)

Medical Spanish (P-Pending) (CTE)  
  Year · 10 CreditS 

This	course	is	intended	for	students	who	have	com-
pleted two years of High School Spanish and are inter-
ested in pursuing a more specified course of Spanish 
for	Medical	and	Health	Professionals.		The	grammati-
cal targets covered in the course parallel those covered 
in our regular third year Spanish course including 
a review of the preterite and imperfect tenses, direct 
and indirect object pronouns, reflexive verbs, formal 
commands and the subjunctive tense.  Medical Span-
ish will incorporate vocabulary and content specific 
to medical professions.  Additionally, the course will 
include ample opportunity to role play using the tar-
get language specific to language used in health care 
professions. prerequiSiteS: “C” or better in Spanish 
3/4	or	teacher	recommendation	(P-Pending)

Work	Experience
Field Studies  SemeSter · 3-10 CreditS

This	course	allows	students	to	do	extensive	learning	
in a community setting through a supervised intern-
ship in which students learn communication, problem 
solving, critical thinking, and information technology 
skills as well as professional ethics and responsibility 
while developing career goals. Students must docu-
ment	a	minimum	of	60	supervised	internship	hours.

Work Experience Education   
  SemeSter · 3-10 CreditS

Work Experience is an elective course which gives 
credit	for	employment	for	students	16	years	of	age	
and older. It combines paid employment with related 
instructional career workshops and career assign-
ments.	Both	components	are	mandatory	for	class	



14

Berkeley H
igh School Course Catalog 2014–15

Key to Abbreviations: UCOP–University	of	California	Office	of	the	President;	“a-g”	subjects:  (a)–Social Science, (b)-English, (c)-Math, (d)-Lab Science, (e)-Foreign	Language,	(f)-Visual	
and Performing Arts, (g)-Elective;	(P)	or	(P-Pending)–UCOP	has	certified	(P)	or	is	considering	certification	(P-Pending)	as	fulfilling	a	requirement	for	admission;	(CTE)–Career Technical Educa-
tion;	(ROP)–Regional	Occupational	Program;	(H)-UC	certified	honors	course;	(AP)–Advanced	Placement;	(IB)–International	Baccalaureate.

credit.	Students	working	6,	10,	16,	20	hours	per	week	
may	obtain	3,	5,	8,	10	credits	respectively	per	semester	
and	up	to	40	total	credits	toward	graduation.	

courSe requireMentS:
•  Supervised job for the semester
•   Completed work permit
•  Completed Work Experience application
•   Completed Training Agreement for Work Experience
•   Verified	work	hours	(40%	of	grade)
•   Completed assignments from Classroom Workshops 

(40%	of	grade)
•  Satisfactory employment visitations and employer  
	 evaluation	(20%	of	grade)

Publications
Jacket   Year ·  10 CreditS 

Students who enroll in Jacket contribute high quality 
material to this award-winning bi-monthly publica-
tion.	The	Jacket	publishes	16	pages	of	local	news,	com-
mentary,	and	reviews	for	the	Berkeley	High	School	
community. 

Largely directed by student editors, Jacket teaches stu-
dents to meet deadlines, be a responsible team mem-
ber, improve their writing/photography/illustration 
skills, and take initiative. Jacket writers, photographers 
and illustrators receive training and constant feed-
back from editors and have the opportunity to pursue 
leadership positions if they contribute throughout 
their	high	school	career.	Students	must	apply	for	a	staff	
position	as	a	writer,	photographer,	or	illustrator.	Note:	
Admission to the Jacket is by application only. Please 
visit the Jacket online at www.bhsjacket.com. 

Yearbook-Digital Publishing (CTE)      10 CreditS

Yearbook-Digital	Publishing	is	a	year-long	course	
which prepares students for entry-level positions in 
photo-journalism, digital publishing and is primarily 
responsible	for	producing	Berkeley	High’s	award	win-
ning yearbook.  Students use programs such as Adobe 
InDesign,	Photoshop	and	Illustrator	to	create	the	256	
page yearbook. Students will work on mastery of page 
design, photography,  layout, proper use of graphics, 
journalism, business management and develop port-
folios throughout the year. Students can work in areas 
such as student life, free-lance photographers and writ-
ers, designers, business management, and other leader-
ship positions.

Integrated throughout the course are career techni-
cal education standards which include basic academic 
skills, communication, career planning, technology, 
problem solving, safety, responsibility, ethics, team-

work,	and	technical	knowledge.	The	requirements	
of the course include a willingness to work hard and 
work after-school and at school events. Students will 
work daily to make a lasting yearbook for the school 
community. Students who have taken, Intro to Pho-
tography,	Digital	Photography,	and	Design	classes	are	
encouraged to join. 

Proctors
Library Aide      Year · 10 CreditS 

Students who want to participate in the activities of 
the library media center are welcome to apply for the 
Library Aide course. Aides share in the normal main-
tenance work of a library. Emphasis is on individual 
and team projects, including setting up special exhib-
its, creating a library journal that produces bibliogra-
phies	for	different	subjects,	orienting	visiting	classes	to	
the library media center and becoming “peer tutors” 
for the new technologies that are being integrated into 
the working of the library. prerequiSite: Librarian rec-
ommendation.

Peer College Advisor  Year · 10 Credits 
The	Peer	College	Advisor	(PCA)	assists	in	the	College	
Center,	helping	students’	access	information	on	col-
leges, standardized tests and financial aid.   
prerequiSite: College Advisor recommendation. 

Peer Health Educator  Year · 5 CreditS 
Peer Health Educators are trained in public speaking, 
teaching techniques, and health issues such as teen 
pregnancy,	STD’s,	HIV/AIDS	and	substance	use/abuse.	
They	then	teach	about	these	topics	at	local	middle	
schools,	Berkeley	High	School	and	at	community	
events. Preference is given to students willing to enroll 
for one year. prerequiSite: Recommendation by 
Health Educator. 

Proctor  Year · 10 Credits 
Many teachers need and welcome students to assist 
them in their classroom. A student may enroll in only 
one proctor course per semester and may earn a total 
of	20	credits.	See	counselor	to	obtain	a	Proctor	card.	
Teachers may have no more than one proctor per year

Teaching Assistant  Year · 10 Credits 
Many teachers need and welcome students who assist 
in	teaching	classes.	This	may	be	in	the	form	of	indi-
vidual tutoring or in small or large group presenta-
tions. A student may enroll in only one T.A. course per 
semester	and	may	earn	up	to	20	credits.	See	counselor	
to obtain a T.A. card. Teachers may have no more than 
one T.A. per year.

career &
 college readiness
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Health	Science	&	Medical	Technology

Support	Services	
☐ Medical	Spanish		(P-Pend)	(CTE)
☐ Afam	Psychology	(P)
☐ Psychology	(P)
☐ Sociology	(P)
☐ ROP-EMT	–	Basic	(P-Pend)	(CTE)	
☐ ROP-Fire	Science	(CTE)
☐ Honors	Anatomy	and	Physiology	(P)
☐ Peer	Health	Educator
☐ Medical	Terminology	(Adult	School)*
☐ AP	or	IB	Biology	(P)
☐ Introduction	to	Social	Services										

(Soc	101)	(Persist	to		College	–	BCC)

Support	Services-AMPS		
☐ AMPS-Forensic	Science	(P)	
☐ AMPS-Medical	English	(P)	(CTE)
☐ AMPS-Biological	Health	Science	(P)

(CTE)
☐ AMPS-Community	Service	Profes-

sions	(P)	(CTE)
☐ ROP-Fire	Science	(CTE)
☐ ROP-Sports	Medicine	(CTE)	(P)
☐ ROP-EMT	–	Basic	(P-Pend)	(CTE)	

Therapeutic	Services
☐ Advanced	Biology
☐ Chemistry	(P)
☐ Medical	Spanish	(P-Pend)	(CTE)
☐ Medical	English	(P)	(CTE)
☐ ROP-Sports	Med.	(P)	(CTE)
☐ ROP-Adv.	Sports	Med	(P)	(CTE)
☐ Psychology	(P)
☐ Afam	Psychology	(P)
☐ Sociology	(P)
☐ Hnrs-Anatomy	and	Physiology	(P)
☐ AP	or	IB	Biology	(P)
☐ ROP-EMT	Basic	(P-Pend)(CTE)

Biotechnology
☐ Advanced	Biology
☐ Chemistry	(P)	
☐ Algebra	II	(P)
☐ ROP-Biotech		(P)	(CTE)
☐ Summer	Biotech	internship	

(CTE)
☐ ROP-Biotech		(P)(CTE)
☐ AP	or	IB	Biology	(P)

Post-Secondary	Options
•	 Psychology	–AA	at	any	community	college
•	 Community	Health	Worker	–	BCC
•	 American	Sign	Language	Cert/AA	(BCC)

Post-Secondary	Options
•	 Paramedic	(Adult	School)
•	 Emergency	Medical	Technician	

(Berkeley	Adult	School,	Merritt)
•	 Spanish	Medical	Interpreting,	Cert/

AA	(BCC)
•	 Fire	Science	AA	(SF	City)
•	 Community	Health	Worker	AA	and	

Cert	of	Achievement	(BCC)
•	 Medical	Terminology	(Adult	School)
•	 Social	Services	Paraprofessional	(AA	

and	Cert	(BCC)
•	 Community	and	Public	Services	(BCC)
•	 Nursing,	Cert/AS	(Merritt)
•	 Nutrition	and	Dietetics	Cert/AS	(Mer-

ritt)
•	 Radiologic	Science	Cert/AS	(Merritt)
•	 Human	Development	Services	,	Cert/

AS,	(C	of	Alameda)
•	 Dental	Assisting,	Cert/AA	(College	of	

Alameda)

Post-Secondary	Options
•	 Students	who	complete	Biotech	

and	Biotech	with	a	B	or	better,	
and	Algebra	2	and	Chemistry	
with	a	C	or	better,	are	awarded	
automatic	entry	into	the	Biosci-
ence	Career	Institute	in	the	
Peralta	Community	College	Dis-
trict.		This	provides	them	a	paid	
internship	during	the	day,	and	
classes	during	the	evening	which	
lead	them	to	a	certification	in	
Biotechnology.

•	 Biotechnology	Cert	and	AA	(BCC,	
Laney)

•	 Biomanufacturing,	Cert/AA	
(Laney)

•	 Biomedical	Engineering	and	
Technology	Cert.	(Laney)

Environmental	Sciences

Energy	and	Utilities
☐ Advanced	Biology	or	Integrated					

Science	or	AP	Biology	(P)
☐ Chemistry	(P)
☐ Renewable	and	Sustainable	Energy	

(P)
☐ Physics	of	Energy	or	Physics	or	AP	

Physics	(P)
☐ IB	or	AP	Environmental	Science	(P)
☐ Internship	or	Workstudy

Natural	Resources
☐ Advanced	Biology	or	Integrated					

Science	or	AP	Biology	(P)
☐ Chemistry	(P)	
☐ Renewable	and	Sustainable	Energy	

(P)
☐ AP	or	IB	Environmental	Science
☐ Physics	of	Energy,	Physics,	or	AP		

Physics	(P)
☐ ROP-Sustainable	Agriculture	(P)
☐ Internship	or	Workstudy

Engineering/Architechture/Construction
☐ Geometry	(P)	
☐ Math	Analysis	(P)
☐ BC	Calculus	(P)
☐ Physics,	AP	Physics,	Physics	of	Energy	(P)
☐ CAD	(Adult	or	BTech)
☐  AP	Environmental	Science	or	IB	Environmental	Systems	(P)
☐ Drawing	(P)
☐ Creative	Art	(P)
☐ AP	or	IB	Studio	Art	(H)
☐ Environmental	Control	Technology	Summer	Program	–	Physics	for	Building			

Science	(Summer	Program	–	Laney)

Post-Secondary	Options
•  Environmental	Control	Technology	

(Laney)	
•  Cypress	Mandela	Training	Center:	

Green	Jobs	Program	(Path	to	Pre-
Apprenticeship	and	Pre-Laney	AS	
program)

•  Green	Jobs	Education	Program	
(Laney)	–	Cert.	and	AS	in	Electrical,	
Electronic,	Technology	(EET)

•	 Welding	Technology,	Cert/AS	(Laney)

Post-Secondary	Options
•	 Environmental	Management	and				

Technology	(Merritt)	Cert/AA
•	 Landscape	Horticulture	(Merritt)	

cert/AA
•	 Environmental	Control	Technology		

Cert/AS(Laney)	
o	Specialization	in	Building	Automa-

tion	Systems	Cert./AS	(Laney)

Post-Secondary	Options
•	 Architecture	and	Engineering	Cert/AS	(Laney)
•	 Advanced	Manufacturing	and	Industrial	Maintenance	Cert/AS(Laney)
•	 Machine	Technology	Cert/AS	(Laney)
•	 Carpentry,	Wood	Technology,	Construction	Management	Cert/AS	(Laney)

Key to Abbreviations: UCOP–University	of	California	Office	of	the	President;	“a-g”	subjects:  (a)–Social Science, (b)-English, (c)-Math, (d)-Lab Science, (e)-Foreign	Language,	(f)-Visual	
and Performing Arts, (g)-Elective;	(P)	or	(P-Pending)–UCOP	has	certified	(P)	or	is	considering	certification	(P-Pending)	as	fulfilling	a	requirement	for	admission;	(CTE)–Career Technical Educa-
tion;	(ROP)–Regional	Occupational	Program;	(H)-UC	certified	honors	course;	(AP)–Advanced	Placement;	(IB)–International	Baccalaureate.

The	following	BHS	courses	(in	light	grey)	and	post-secondary	certificate	and	degree	pro-
grams	(in	darker	grey)	show	the	different	career	pathways	offered	to	our	students.	The	
BHS	courses	listed	below	are	recommended	only	and	most	do	not	have	to	be	taken	in	
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Arts	Media	and	Entertainment	  

Media	and	Design:	The	following	introductory	courses	listed	are	required	for	fur-
ther	specialization	below-	AHA	Art	Wheel	(P),		Creative	Art	(P),	Beginning	Photo	or	
Digital	Photo	(P),	Drawing,	Ceramics	(P),	Intro	to	Video	(P)

Performing	Arts:	The	following	introductory	courses	listed	are	required	for	
further	specialization	below-	Drama	(P),	Beg	Afro	Haitian	Dance	(P),	Beg	
Dance	(P),	Any	music	class	(P),	Art	Wheel	(P)

Media	and	Design
☐ AP	Art	History	(P)		
☐ AP	or	IB	Studio	Art	(P)	
☐ Adv	Drawing	(P)		
☐ Adv	Ceramics	(P)				
☐ Adv	Photo	(P)	(CTE)			

CAS-Media	and	Design
☐ CAS-Computer	Art	(CTE)(P)
☐ CAS-Video	Prod.	(CTE)(P)
☐ CAS-Adv.	Studio	Editing	(CTE)(P)

or
☐ CAS	Adv.	Digital	Photo	(CTE)(P)

Performing	Arts
☐ Adv.	Afro	Dance	(P)
☐ Dance	Production	(P)
☐ Adv.	Theatre	Proj	(P)	
☐ Stagecraft	(CTE)
☐ Internship	or	Work	Study

Post-Secondary	Options
•	 Multimedia	Arts,	Cert/AA	(BCC)

o		Digital	Video	Arts	specialization
o		Digital	Imaging	specialization

o		Animation	Specialization
o		Web-Design	and	Production	

Specialization

Post-Secondary	Options
•	 Theatre	Arts,	Cert/AA	(Laney)
•	 Dance,	Cert/AA	(Laney)

Law,	Government	&	Public	Service,	Education 	

Law	and	Government
☐  World	Cultures/Geography	(P)	
☐	 Government	or		AP	Government	(P)
☐ Econ,	AP	Econ,	or	Afam	Econ	(P)
☐	 Leadership
☐	 AP	U.S.	History	or	U.S.	History	(P)
☐	 Politics	and	Power/Globalization	(P)
☐	 Student	Court
☐ Work-Study	or	Internship

Public	Service	
☐ World	Cultures/Geography	(P)	
☐ Government	or		AP	Government	(P)
☐ Econ,	AP	Econ,	or	Afam	Econ	(P)	
☐ Student	Court
☐ Leadership
☐ ROP	Sports	Medicine	(P)(CTE)	
☐ ROP	Fire	Science	I	(CTE)
☐ ROP	EMT	–	Basic	(P-Pend)	(CTE)
☐ Work-Study	or	Internship

Mass	Communications
☐ World	of	Media	(P)
☐ Jacket	
☐ Pop	Culture/Sociology	(P)
☐ Drama	(P)
☐ Theater	Production	&	Stagecraft	(P)

(CTE)
☐ Art	of	Video	Production	(P)(CTE)
☐ Digital	Photography	(P)	(CTE)
☐ Adv.	Digital	Photography	(P)	(CTE)
☐ ROP	Adv.	Video	(P)	(CTE)
☐ ROP	Adv.	Photo	(P)	(CTE)
☐ Work-Study	or	Internship

Education
☐ Teachering	Assistant
☐ Work-Study	or	Internship

Post-Secondary	Options
•  Political	Science,	AA-Transfer	to	4	

yr.	(BCC)
•	 Philosophy,	AA-T	(BCC)
•	 Sociology,	AA-T	(BCC)
•	 Global	Studies,AA	(BCC)	
•	 Court	Interpreter,	Cert	(Laney)
•	 Paralegal	Studies,	AA/Cert	(Merritt)
•	 Administration	of	Justice	AA–

(Merritt)
o	Corrections	Certificate
o	Police	Science	Certificate

Post-Secondary	Options
•	 Public	and	Human	Services	Program	

(BCC)
o	Community	and	Public	Services	

Cert/AA	(BCC)
o	Community	Health	Worker	AA/Cert	

(BCC)
o	Social	Services	Paraprofessional,

	Cert/AA	(BCC)
•	 Administration	of	Justice	–	AA/Cert	

(Merritt)
•	 ROP	EMT	–	Basic	(Adult)

Post-Secondary	Options
•	 Multimedia	Arts,	Cert/AA	(BCC)
•	 Media	Communications,	Cert/AA	

(Laney)
•		Journalism,	AA	(Laney)
•	 Digital	Imaging,	Digital	Video	Arts,	

Web	Design	and	Production,	Cert/AA	
(BCC)

Post-Secondary	Options
•		Education,	AA	(BCC)
•	 Teachers	Aid/Assistant	Cert.	

(BCC)
•	 Teachers	Aid/Assistant	Bilingual	

Cert.	(BCC)
•	 Child	Development,	Cert/AA	

(Merritt)
•	 Teach	Program	(BCC)	–	Teacher	

Credential	Pathway

Information	Technology

Programming	and	Systems	Development
☐	Math	Analysis
☐	C++	Java	(P)
☐	AP	C++	Java	(H)
☐	AP	Calculus	(H)
☐		Work-Study	or	Internship
☐	Entrepreneurship	
☐ AP	Statistics	(H)

Media	Support	Services
☐ Art	of	Video	Production	(P)	(CTE)
☐ ROP-Adv.	Art	of	Video	(P)	(CTE)
☐ Digital	Photo	(P)	(CTE)
☐ ROP-Adv.	Digital	Photography	(P)	(CTE)
☐ World	of	Media	(P)
☐ ROP-Publishing	(P)	(CTE)
☐ Work-Study	or	Internship

Post-Secondary	Options
•	 Computer	Information	Systems	,	Cert/AS	(BCC)
•	 Applied	Computer	Information	Systems	Cert/AS	(BCC)
•	 Web	Programing	(Cert/AS)	(BCC)

Post-Secondary	Options
•	 Multimedia	Arts,	AA	(BCC)	w/	specialization	in:	

o	Digital	Video	Arts	
o	Digital	Imaging
o	Web	Design

Key to Abbreviations: UCOP–University	of	California	Office	of	the	President;	“a-g”	subjects:  (a)–Social Science, (b)-English, (c)-Math, (d)-Lab Science, (e)-Foreign	Language,	(f)-Visual	
and Performing Arts, (g)-Elective;	(P)	or	(P-Pending)–UCOP	has	certified	(P)	or	is	considering	certification	(P-Pending)	as	fulfilling	a	requirement	for	admission;	(CTE)–Career Technical Educa-
tion;	(ROP)–Regional	Occupational	Program;	(H)-UC	certified	honors	course;	(AP)–Advanced	Placement;	(IB)–International	Baccalaureate.

sequence. Students wishing to pursue a particular pathway should emphasize selection 
of and success in the indicated electives. *In some cases, students can enroll concur-
rently at a local Community College to accelerate their pursuit of a particular career.
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Administrative Assistant
	 Business	and	Customer	Communications
	 Writing/Speaking/Telephoning	in	a	Multi-Cultural	 	
	 Business
	 Basic	Computer	Literacy
	 Business	Math
	 Keyboarding
	 Workplace	Office	Applications

Customer Service 
	 Business	and	Customer	Communications
	 Writing/Speaking/Telephoning	in	a	Multi-Cultural		 	
	 Business
	 Basic	Computer	Literacy
	 Keyboarding
	 Workplace	Office	Applications

Computer Graphics for Print
	 Basic	Design	for	Print	and	Web
	 Creative	Suite	Intro
	 Acrobat
	 Illustrator	I
	 InDesign	I
	 InDesign	II
	 Photoshop	I
	 Photoshop	II	and	III

Computer Graphics for Web
	 Basic	Design	for	Print	and	Web
	 Creative	Suite	Intro
	 Dreamweaver	I
	 Dreamweaver	II
	 Illustrator	I
	 Photoshop	I
	 Photoshop	II	

Bookkeeping/Accounting 
	 Business	and	Customer	Communications
	 Basic	Computer	Literacy
	 Business	Math
	 Keyboarding

Key to Abbreviations: UCOP–University	of	California	Office	of	the	President;	“a-g”	subjects:  (a)–Social Science, (b)-English, (c)-Math, (d)-Lab Science, (e)-Foreign	Language,	(f)-Visual	
and Performing Arts, (g)-Elective;	(P)	or	(P-Pending)–UCOP	has	certified	(P)	or	is	considering	certification	(P-Pending)	as	fulfilling	a	requirement	for	admission;	(CTE)–Career Technical Educa-
tion;	(ROP)–Regional	Occupational	Program;	(H)-UC	certified	honors	course;	(AP)–Advanced	Placement;	(IB)–International	Baccalaureate.

Adult School
Berkeley	Adult	School		(BAS)	
Career Technical Education 
Pathways establish guidelines 
to assist students interested in 

foundational	career	training	using	“BAS	
Certificate Programs.” Our programs 
teach skills directly linked with current 
employment opportunities. 
High School students may attend our programs with an 
approved concurrent minor form and if it does not inter-
fere	with	their	regular	school	day.	BAS	is	located	at	1701	
San	Pablo	Avenue.	For	more	information,	log	onto	their	
website at: http://bas.berkeley.net/.

	 Workplace	Office	Applications
	 Fundamentals	of	Accounting
	 Computerized	Accounting	Concepts

Food Service/Culinary Arts 
Business	and	Customer	Communications
Basic	Computer	Literacy
Workplace	Office	Applications
Bread	Project

Medical Office Assistant
Business	and	Customer	Communications
Keyboarding
Workplace	Office	Applications
Administrative	Medical	Assistant
Medical	Terminology
CPR

Healthcare/Medical Patient Care
Business	and	Customer	Communications
Keyboarding
Basic	Computer	Literacy
CPR
Medical	Terminology
Pharmacy	Technician
Clinical	Medical	Assistant
Certified	Nurse	Assistant
Emergency	Medical	Technician	(P-Pending)

Berkeley	City	College	is	located	
two	blocks	north	of	Berke-
ley	High	and	offers	multiple	
opportunities for students to 

earn college and high school credit. 
As	long	as	the	course	is	not	offered	at	Berkeley	High	
and	does	interfere	with	a	student’s	regular	classes,	BHS	
and Independent Study students can request concur-
rent enrollment in a single course.

High school students can also jumpstart their college 
education with a new high school transition to college 
program	called	Persist	to	College.		The	program	starts	
in	Fall	2014	for	juniors	and	seniors.	Benefits:	Students	
can complete one year of college before they graduate 
from high school and obtain high school credits for the 
work	completed	at	BCC.	Select	from	a	four-year	col-
lege track or an accelerated path to a technical career. 
Requirements:	Maintain	a	BCC	GPA	of	2.5	or	higher.	
Enroll and complete requirements of a specific series  
of courses.

For	additional	information	or	to	obtain	an	appli-
cation, email PERSIST Coordinator Christ Lebo-                     
Planas@aleboplanas@peralta.edu.

City College
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Key to Abbreviations: UCOP–University	of	California	Office	of	the	President;	“a-g”	subjects:  (a)–Social Science, (b)-English, (c)-Math, (d)-Lab Science, (e)-Foreign	Language,	(f)-Visual	
and Performing Arts, (g)-Elective;	(P)	or	(P-Pending)–UCOP	has	certified	(P)	or	is	considering	certification	(P-Pending)	as	fulfilling	a	requirement	for	admission;	(CTE)–Career Technical Educa-
tion;	(ROP)–Regional	Occupational	Program;	(H)-UC	certified	honors	course;	(AP)–Advanced	Placement;	(IB)–International	Baccalaureate.

Peralta Community College
Below	are	the	certificates	and	degrees	offered	at	the	local	community	colleges.	

career &
 college readiness

BCC	-	Berkeley	City	College,	COA - College of Alameda
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		Academic	Choice	Course	Progression
9th 10th 11th 12th

A World	Geo./Ancient	Civ. World	History	and	Cultures United	States	History	 AP	Government	&	Politics
AP	United	States	History	(H)
Af-Am	History	1/2

		Comparative	(H)
Politics	and	Power
			

B Freshmen	Language	&	Comp. World	Literature American	Literature Read	&	Writing	the	Short	Story
AP	English	Lang.	&	Comp.	(AP) AP	English	Lit.	&	Comp.	(AP)

The	Epic	Novel
The	World	of	Media
Af-Am	Literature

C Algebra	1 Geometry Algebra	2 Math	Analysis

Geometry Algebra	2 Math	Analysis AP	Calculus	AB	(H)

Honors	Geometry** Honors	Algebra	2** Honors	Math	Analysis	(H) AP	Calculus	BC	(H)

Advanced	Biology Chemistry
See	Science	options	starting	on
	pg.	68

D Advanced	Biology Chemistry
AP	Chemistry	(H)

See	Science	options	starting	on
	pg.	68

E World	Language	Progression	-	See	page	79

F Visual	&	Performing	Art	Electives	-		See	page	73

G Af-Am	History	3
Chicano/Latino	Literature/	Contemporary	La	Raza	History
Pop.	Culture	in	20th	Cent.	America/	Sociology	and	Anthropology
Theoretical	Psychology/Sociology/Anthropology

Globalization
Economics
AP	Economics	(H)

See	elective	options	starting	on	pg.	56

			**	For	placement	policies	for	honors	and	advanced	classes,	see	pages	6

ACADEMIC	CHOICE
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Academic Choice
Academic	Choice	(AC)	offers	a	core	curriculum	while	allowing	access	to	the	full	range	of	
African-American studies, arts, physical education and world languages classes available 
at	Berkeley	High	School.	The	typical	Academic	Choice	humanities	class	follows	a	seminar	
approach that encourages intellectual curiosity, analytical thinking, and a close working    
relationship between student and teacher.

ies the first semester World History II and the second 
semester World Cultures and Geography. As with fresh-
man year, AC teachers work collaboratively to integrate 
the work of the core classes. Additionally the academic 
skills in the sophomore year build on those developed 
in the freshman year and work specifically to prepare 
students for success in AP humanities courses in their 
junior year. 

Junior	Year
We	are	excited	to	announce	that	for	the	2014-2015	school	
year all juniors in Academic Choice will complete at least 
one AP course. Ever since its founding, the Academic 
Choice program has sought to increase the number of stu-
dents	at	Berkeley	High	succeeding	in	college	level	course-
work.	This	initiative	allows	us	to	take	an	important	step	
towards our vision by ensuring that all Academic Choice 
juniors complete at least one AP class. To ensure that all 
students have the supports necessary to succeed in these 
AP courses we recommend that students enroll in AP 
Environmental Science, AP Language and Composition, 
or	AP	US	History.	We	will	provide	additional	supports	to	
ensure all students can succeed in these three AP courses. 

Senior	Year
In twelfth grade English, AC students can choose 
between a variety English electives. In twelfth grade 
social studies, AC students are required to take either 
AP Government and Economics, or AP Government 
and AP Economics. Interested students can also take a 
variety of English electives. AC electives allow students 
to look more closely at a specific field or subject matter. 
These	seminar	courses	deepen	student	academic	skills	
developed in the previous years and help build students 
toward the level of specificity they can expect in college. 
Berkeley	High	recognizes	students	with	a	Certificate	of	
Completion issued by the Academic Choice program if 
they	graduate	from	AC	having	completed	all	UC/CSUa-
g subject requirements and submit a complete senior 
seminar research project.

AC	curricula	provide:
a.  Strategies that invite students to ask questions and draw  
 inferences
b.		Development	of	techniques	for	critical	reading	and		
 analytic writing
c.		Encouragement	of	different	levels	of	questioning
d.		Synthesis	of	perspectives	from	different	points	of	view
e.  Seaching the components of strong written and verbal  
 arguments

Consistent	with	our	objective	of	offering	a	variety	of	
quality choices to meet the needs of a diverse commu-
nity, the AC seeks to prepare students to be eligible for 
4-year	colleges	and	universities,	and	to	help	prepare	stu-
dents with a strong foundation for the university class-
room. To help achieve this objective, the AC curriculum 
takes very seriously both the depth and breadth of the 
content and standards required by the state of Califor-
nia. Our teaching strategies reflect rigor and an aware-
ness of a variety of learning styles. We are committed to 
arming our students with the skills and drive to be life-
long learners and critical thinkers.

The	Curriculum
Freshman	Year	

In	the	9th	grade,	AC	students	take	the	9th	grade	
Humanities	Core:	Freshman	Language	and	Composi-
tion;	and	in	Social	Studies	the	first	semester	Ancient	
Civilizations and second semester World History I. AC 
teachers work collaboratively to integrate the work of the 
core classes and align the academic skills developed in 
the freshman year. Students develop skills and learning 
strategies they will use throughout their AC career. In 
addition,	an	accelerated	reading	class	is	offered	for	stu-
dents who may need to increase reading proficiency.

Sophomore	Year
In	the	tenth	grade,	AC	students	take	the	10th	grade	
Humanities Core: World Literature and for Social Stud-
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Berkeley	High	recognizes	students	with	a	Certificate	of	
Completion issued by the Academic Choice program if 
they	graduate	from	AC	having	completed	all	UC/CSU	
a-g subject requirements and submit a complete senior 
seminar research project.

Junior	and	Senior	Year:	
Academic	Choice	Electives	

All of the Academic Choice electives feature one or more 
of the following composition components: 

•	 Students	are	exposed	to	the	writing	process:	prewriting,	
rough draft, revision, and final draft . 

•	 Students’	grades	are	based	mostly	on	the	scores	they	
receive on major written assignments, as well as on 
attendance and class participation. 

•	 During	the	fall	semester	of	the	senior	year	students	work	
on their college application essays. 

•	 Students	write	essays	(750	words	or	more)	in	response	to	
major literary or cinematic works. 

All Academic Choice electives also receive “g” elec-
tive	credit	from	the	University	of	California.	 
note: african aMerican literature is also a course 
that can earn English elective credit. 

•	 Science,	and	World	Language	Options	–	for	course	
descriptions	and	sequences	see	page	68	and	79.

AC	offers	the	Geometry	sequence	for	math.		

Freshman	Year	Courses
Humanities	Core

A one-year course for all freshman students, the Aca-
demic	Choice	Humanities	Core	9	is	a	heterogeneous	
class. English and Social Science teachers work together 
in an interdisciplinary way, and students will be cored in 
consecutive periods. Teachers share assignments as well 
as focus on assignments in their respective disciplines. 
Students learn the basic academic skills they will need 
throughout	high	school.	The	freshman	year	focuses	on	
developing academic skills and moving students toward 
AP readiness.

English 1 (P) Year · 10 Credit

Freshman Language & Composition
English Language & Composition focuses on developing 
students analytic reading and writing skills. Students 
will develop their ability to read literature critically 
and write detailed and structured paragraphs and then 
structured expository essays. In English Language 
and Composition, students will study selections from 

mythology, poetry, drama, short stories, and novels. 
Students will study one comedy by Shakespeare, as well 
as read at least one major novel each semester. Students 
will write continuously throughout the year and learn 
academic vocabulary, annotation skills, and questioning 
strategies.	UC/CSU	(b)

World Culture/ 
Ancient Civilizations (P) Year · 10 CreditS

The first semester course, Ancient Civilizations provides 
a	background	for	the	9th	and	10th	grade	modern	World	
History	course	creating,	in	effect,	a	three-semester	
World	History	course.	This	class	will	explore	the	rise	
and fall of Western and non-Western civilizations. 
Students will study the ancient civilizations of Greece 
and Rome as well as selected civilizations of the Middle 
East, Africa, Asia, and Latin America, emphasizing the 
historical context of current global conflicts and issues. 
Following	state	guidelines	this	class	emphasizes	the	
modern	historical	period	since	1815.	Some	background	
and review is provided, but the focus is on the modern 
history of Europe, Africa, Latin America, the Middle 
East	and	Asia.	The	first	semester	covers	European	and	
Middle-Eastern	cultures.	Freshman	history	course	will	
also work to develop the academic skills required in the 
study of history throughout high school. Students will 
learn common practices used in all AC history courses 
and begin to build the skills to enable and empower 
them to enroll in AP courses later in their high school 
years.	UC/CSU	(a)

Math	Options
See	course	descriptions	on	page	61.

Science	Options
See course descriptions on page 68. 

Sophomore	Year	Courses
Humanities	Core	

A one-year course design for all sophomore students, 
the	Academic	Choice	Humanities	Core	10	is	a	heteroge-
neous class. As in the freshman year, English and Social 
Studies teachers may work together on interdisciplinary 
projects	and	units	where	appropriate.	The	sophomore	
year focuses on further developing students academic 
skills and bridging them toward AP courses in their 
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junior year. In addition to looking at the world through 
the study of history, geography, and literature, the year 
will begin to introduce students to rhetorical skills and 
the	college	application	process.	The	sophomore	year	is	
a essential year to students as they plan to further their 
education beyond high school.

World Literature (P)  Year · 10 CreditS

World Literature focuses on continuing to build and 
deepen students critical reading and writing skills. 
This	course	develops	these	skills	through	study	of	nov-
els, poetry and plays from authors born outside of the 
United	States.	Students	will	learn	more	complex	literary	
terms and analysis including learning to identify, ana-
lyze, and use basic rhetorical strategies in both speak-
ing and writing. Students will continue to develop their 
writing	focusing	on	mastering	the	structure	of	different	
types of full essays. Students will also participate in cre-
ative	projects	that	emphasize	world	studies.	This	course	
intends to prepare Academic Choice students with the 
skills to confidently enter AP English in the junior year  
UC/CSU	(b)	

World History (P) Year · 10 CreditS

Following	state	guidelines	World	History	emphasizes	
the	modern	historical	period	since	1815.	Some	back-
ground and review is provided, but the focus is on the 
modern history of Europe, Africa, Latin America, the 
Middle East and Asia. World History includes historical 
reviews of nations in Africa, Asia, and Latin America. 
UC/CSU	(a)	

Math	Options
See	course	descriptions	on	page	61.

Science	Options
See course descriptions on page 68. 

Junior	Year	Courses
History	Options
U.S. History (P) Year · 10 CreditS

Following	State	guidelines	the	U.S.	History	class	spends	
one	year	on	U.S.	History	from	1900	to	the	present.	The	
first	several	weeks	of	Academic	Choice	U.S.	History	
includes an introduction and background to American 
History	prior	to	1900.	The	first	semester	ends	with	the	
period	just	prior	to	World	War	II.	The	second	semester	
covers the period from the World War II to the present. 
The	last	6	weeks	includes	current	historic	events.	Stu-

dents will continue to develop academic skills including 
analysis	of	primary	source	material,	and	DBQs.	UC/
CSU	(a)	 

African American History 1/2 (P) Year · 10 CreditS 
This	course	is	designed	to	study	the	influence	of	African	
upon	America	and	the	world.	The	saga	of	the	African	
American is traced from his African origins in Ethiopia 
and Egypt through slavery in America to the Civil War, 
and	up	to	the	“Harlem	Renaissance.”	This	course	may	
be	taken	by	students	in	grades	10-12	and	meets	the	UC/
SCU	US	History	requirement.	UC/CSU	(a)

African American History 3 (P) Year  · 10 CreditS 
This	course	is	designed	to	study	the	struggles	and	
accomplishments of the African American from the end 
of the “Harlem Renaissance” period through the cata-
clysmic Second World War, the tumultuous Civil Rights 
era,	and	the	Black	consciousness	movement	to	the	pres-
ent.	This	course	may	be	taken	by	students	in	grades	
10-12	as	an	elective.	UC/CSU	(g)	

AP U.S. History (H) Year · 10 CreditS

This	course	is	offered	in	nearly	every	high	school	in	
the	United	States.	This	course	may	be	taken	instead	of	
U.S.	History.	It	is	a	college	level	study	and	analysis	of	
American History from the era of colonization to the 
present that will prepare students to take the national 
Advanced	Placement	tests	in	May.	The	course	will	focus	
on the themes and topics outlined in the Grade Eleven 
California Social Science content standards cited below. 
Students continue to build on the academic skills they 
have developed in their freshmen and sophomore years 
and can take advantage of a variety of support services 
available	to	help	them	succeed	in	AP.	UC/CSU	(a)

English	Options
American Literature (P) Year · 10 CreditS

This	one-year	course	considers	American	literature	
and ideas from Puritanism to contemporary America 
through the lenses of critical theory. Students partici-
pate in close examination of essays, short stories, novels, 
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poetry, and drama, learning to view and analyze the 
literature	through	various	critical	lenses.	Through	this	
students continue to develop their critical reading and 
analytic skills. Writing in the course focuses on literary 
analysis and the development of sustained arguments 
on and analysis of texts. Students will also continue the 
study of rhetorical strategies used in writing and prac-
tice using these strategies themselves. Course materials 
include major and representative writers from various 
social	and	ethnic	backgrounds.	UC/CSU	(b)	

AP Language & Composition (H) Year · 10 CreditS 
Students will take a year long course of advanced place-
ment composition that focuses on students analyzing 
and	interpreting	an	author’s	use	of	rhetorical	strategies	
and techniques, and applying them to their own writ-
ing. Students will read a variety of excellent American 
Literature and then create and sustain arguments based 
on readings, research, and/or personal experience. Stu-
dents also demonstrate understanding and mastery of 
standard written English as well as stylistic maturity in 
their own writing. Students write in a variety of genres 
and contexts, both formal and informal, employing 
appropriate	conventions.	The	examination	for	the	AP	
English: Language and Composition course requires 
that students recognize and employ a battery of literary 
strategies. Teachers work to support all students to be 
successful	in	this	rigorous	course.	UC/CSU	(b)	

Math	Options
See	course	descriptions	on	page	61.

Science	Options
See course descriptions on page 68.

Electives
See	other	Elective	offerings	starting	on	page	56.

Senior	Year	Courses	
In the senior year the Academic Choice student is required 
to take a full year of history and English. Students may 
choose from several of English electives and may take 
more than one English class. In addition to the required 
12th	grade	history	courses,	the	Academic	Choice	student	
has a wide variety of English and History electives to 
choose from. 

Required	History	Courses	
AC students can choose from AP Economics, 
Economics, or Afam Economics

All AC students must take AP American Gov-
ernment

Economics (P)  SemeSter · 5 CreditS

Economics is a one-semester class that reviews both 
macro and micro economic principles. In addition, the 
student reviews some general economic theories and 
economic	history.	The	goal	of	the	class	is	to	prepare	the	
student to enter American society with a general knowl-
edge of how our economic system works and to place 
that knowledge in some comparative and historical con-
text.	UC/CSU	(g)

AP Macroeconomics (H)  SemeSter · 5 CreditS

This	course	may	be	taken	instead	of	Economics,	and	is	
a one-semester class that reviews both macro and micro 
economic principles. In addition to reviewing general 
economic theories and economic history the AP Eco-
nomics course provides students with a systemic analy-
sis of the Keynesian System of Economics. Students 
will	learn	college	level	concepts	of	Aggregate	Demand,	
Short	Run	Aggregate	Supply,	and	The	Long	Run	Aggre-
gate Supply Curve. Students will learn the relationship 
between inflation and unemployment, the relationship 
between currency exchange and trade, and how envi-
ronmental	economics	effects	public	policy.	Students	will	
also discuss with specificity the relationship between 
consumption and savings and how it relates to the over-
all	concept	of	Gross	Domestic	Product.	The	skill	set	
students will acquire by the end of the course will allow 
students to make accurate economic forecast about 
future	economics	events.	The	Advanced	Placement	AP	
Economics Course provides students with financial 
skills	they	can	use	upon	graduation	from	Berkeley	High	
School.	The	AP	Economics	Course	is	based	on	the	U.C.	
Berkeley	Economics	Course. 	UC/CSU	(g) 

AP American Government (H)  SemeSter · 5 CreditS

This	course	explains	how	our	political	system	works.	
Focus	is	on	current	issues	as	Congress,	the	presidency,	
state legislatures, and the judicial systems address them. 
Students prepare arguments, debate social issues, and 
simulate the functions of Congress and the courts in a 
model	senate	and	Supreme	Court.	UC/CSU	(a)
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Junior	and	Senior	AC	Electives

See	other	Elective	offerings	starting	on	page	56.	 
The following Academic Choice electives are taught in pairs. 
Priority will be given to seniors. 

History	Electives	
Globalization (P) SemeSter · 5 CreditS 

Globalization is a one semester course paired with Poli-
tics and Power. In this course, students shall specifically 
identify the variety of challenges facing humankind 
in	an	ever-increasing	global	environment.	By	defining	
the	qualities	of	leadership	and	effectiveness	in	existing	
decision-making mechanisms, the student shall draft 
a	more	effective	decision-making	mechanism	of	world	
government. A significant component of this course will 
be a student simulation of the decision-making process 
within	the	U.N.	General	Assembly	and	Security	Coun-
cil.	This	project	will	compliment	the	student	simulated	
“Model	Congress”	in	Politics	and	Power.	This	course	
will encourage participation in student government and 
service-learning	internships.	UC/CSU	(g)		

Politics and Power (P) SemeSter · 5 CreditS

Politics and Power is a one semester course paired with 
Globalization.	Students	largely	run	this	course.	During	
the first six weeks, students review, through lecture and 
discussion,	the	inner	workings	of	the	U.S.	Congress	as	
it	wrestles	with	contemporary	social	problems.	During	
this	period,	the	student’s	research	important	national	
issues such as nuclear power, health care, the stem cell 
research,	etc.	The	remaining	twelve	weeks	are	devoted to 
a	simulated	U.S.	Congress	with	students	assuming	the	
role	of	specific	U.S.	Senators	or	Representatives.	Using	
information accumulated during the first six weeks, stu-
dents	write	their	own	proposed	solutions	to	the	nation’s	
problems and then attempt to convince other students to 
vote to help make their proposals law. Once the simula-
tion	begins,	class	activities	(floor	sessions,	committee	
meetings, guest speakers, etc.) are planned and executed 
by	students.	The	teacher	serves	as	a	resource	for	finding	
information and a guide on rules of procedure. Open to 
seniors	only.	UC/CSU	(a)	

Chicano/Latino Literature (P)  SemeSter ·  5 CreditS 
This	course	studies	Pre-Columbian	and	contemporary	
Chicano and Latino Literature. Students study authors 
including	Marquez,	Allende,	Neruda,	and	Lorca.	Stu-
dents analyze texts to gain a sense of a historically 
underrepresented	group.	This	course	focuses	on	writing,	
grammar,	and	critical	thinking	skills.		UC/CSU	(g)	

Contemporary La Raza 
History (P) SemeSter ·  5 CreditS

This	course	examines	the	social,	political,	and	histori-
cal factors which have shaped the present day Chicano 
and	Latino	community.	This	course	covers	the	spectrum	
of experiences of our Raza from the Caribbean to the 
United	States	to	the	bottom	of	the	Americas.	UC/CSU	(g)	

Sociology/Anthropology (P)  SemeSter ·  5 CreditS 
Sociology/Anthropology	is	offered	as	a	survey	course	for	
one semester to expose students to various disciplines 
of the social sciences and assist them in understand-
ing the organization of our culture. Human beings and 
their	groups	in	the	U.S.A.	will	be	analyzed. The	course	
incorporates the anthropological approach to culture, 
the psychological approach to the individual, plus the 
sociological	approach	to	group	behavior.	This	course	is	
designed	to	expand	the	student’s	skills	in conceptual 
thinking. Students explore various aspects of American 
society and analyze their impact in a historical setting.  
Some of the areas to be explored are the culture of fear, 
politics	in	the	U.S.,	the	role	of	media,	class	structure,	
generational	differences,	conspiracy	theories,	and	the	
role of sports. 	UC/CSU	(g)

Popular Culture in 20th 
Century America (P) SemeSter · 5 CreditS 

This	course	examines	20th	century	American	history	
through movies, music, and other forms of popular 
culture. In contrast to a traditional history class, this 
course is designed to give students a sense of what life 
was like for people living in each of the decades of the 
last century. Students will learn skills in critically exam-
ining the historical role of popular culture in defining 
social issues, politics, the regulation of sexuality, and 
consumer society. It also explores popular forms of 
resistance to the dominant culture. Open to seniors 
only.	UC/CSU	(g) 

Theoretical Psychology (P) SemeSter · 5 CreditS 
This	course	is	designed	to	give	students	an	introduction	
to	a	variety	of	psychological	theories.	The	psychologi-
cal	theories	of	Freud,	Jung,	Adler,	Erikson,	Horney,	
Klein,	Fromm,	Maslow,	Peris,	Skinner,	Existentialism,	
and	Zen	Buddhism	are	generally	covered.	There	is	no	
textbook	for	this	course.	The	basic	ideas	of	each	theory	
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are presented in class and then the ideas are elaborated 
upon and discussed. Students are encouraged to test and 
evaluate the ideas in reference to their own observations 
and experiences. Almost all class time is used for pre-
sentation	and	discussion	of	ideas.	UC/CSU	(g)

Comparative Religious   
Studies (P) SemeSter · 5 CreditS 

This	course	will	provide	students	with	a	basic	under-
standing	of	the	history,	ideas,	and	practices	of	the	world’s	
religions. Major religions covered are Judaism, Christi-
anity,	Islam,	Hinduism,	Buddhism,	Confucianism,	and	
Taoism. Additionally, we will study the roles of religion 
in	the	U.S.	Lastly,	students	will	study	prominent	religious	
philosophers and seek to apply their philosophies to the 
religions	studies.	The	class	is	lecture	and	discussion-
based, and includes primary source readings and guest 
speakers.	UC/CSU	(g)

English	Electives	
In Academic Choice Senior English Courses all students 
will write an argumentative research paper that focuses 
on	a	topic	within	their	chosen	course.	The	paper	gives	
students the opportunity to demonstrate the research 
and critical thinking skills they developed in history 
and English courses. It will be a multi-step process 
involving research and the full writing process and will 
be written in the Spring Semester.

AP Literature & Composition (H) Year · 10 CreditS

 Students will take a year-long course of advanced place-
ment literature. Teachers may focus on English litera-
ture, American literature, African American literature, 
and/or World literature. Students will read the literature 
closely	and	write	critical	analyses	of	the	literature;	stu-
dents will also consider the structure, style, and figures 
of	language	found	in	imaginative	literature.	The	course	
should include intensive study of representational works 
from various genres and periods, concentrating on 
works of recognized literary merit. “Writing should be 
an integral part of the AP English Literature and Com-
position course, for the AP examination is weighted 
toward	student	writing	about	literature.”	UC/CSU	(b) 

The Epic Novel (P) Year · 10 CreditS

The	Epic	Novel	explores	some	longer,	major	literary	
works.	This	year-long	class	will	define	and	discuss	the	
idea of an “epic,” and what that controversial designa-
tion entails. Other ongoing discussions include the role 
that time period, geography, development of genre, and 
author’s	life	have	on	the	texts,	and	what	the	texts	reveal	
about a national identity. Students will examine what 

social	trends	influenced	the	pieces’	conceptions	or	devel-
opment, what themes or ideas they reflect from society, 
and how the pieces influenced literature, or society as a 
whole.	Many	of	the	texts	are	over	500	pages,	so	students	
should	expect	to	read	around	50	pages	per	night.	Dis-
cussion	will	be	largely	student-led.	UC/CSU	(b) 

Reading & Writing  
The Short Story (P) Year · 10 CreditS

For	students	who	feel	that	their	essay	writing	skills	for	
college are already in good shape and want to develop a 
narrative voice, this fiction writing course emphasizes: 
1)	the	crucial	relationship	between	reading	and	writing	
short	stories	and	2)	the	influence	of	renowned	writers	
on	student	writers.	Concentrating	on	a	different	genre	
each marking period, students initially study stories by 
the	masters	and	then	create	their	own.	The	focus	is	on	
memoirs and conventional short stories in the fall, and 
on	mysteries,	humorous	pieces,	and	children’s	tales	in	
the	spring.	Open	to	seniors	only.	UC/CSU	(b)	

The World of Media (P) Year · 10 CreditS

World of Media introduces students to the theoretical 
study of film. Students will explore the techniques and 
“language” of film as it is used to convey messages. With 
this foundation the class will study film through genre 
and	directorial	(auteur)	theoretical	approaches.	Students	
will examine and analyze a number of films through 
written analysis and discussion in order to determine 
the conventions that make a genre and the periods of a 
genre’s	development.	Additionally,	students	will	track	
how a director develops a style and becomes an auteur. 
Finally,	students	will	discuss	how	film	is	tied	to	culture	
and events in the world and begin to examine the con-
cept of critical analysis in relation to culture. Students 
watch and analyze films from several genres including 
westerns, film noir, suspense, gangster, and comedy. A 
course	reader	is	provided.	UC/CSU	(b)  

Math	Options
See	course	descriptions	on	page	61.	

Science	Options
See course descriptions on page 68. 

Electives
See	other	Elective	offerings	starting	on	page	56.
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ARTS	&	HUMANITIES		
		ACADEMY

			AHA	Course	Progressions
9th 10th 11th 12th

A Humanities	History World	History	and	Cultures United	States	History	 American	Government

B Humanities	English World	Literature American	Literature Genre	&	Composition	
AP	English	Literature	&		

Composition	(H)	
AP	English	Language	&	
		Composition	(H)

C Interactive	Math	2 Interactive	Math	3 Interactive	Math	4 AP	Statistics	(H)
AP	Calculus	AB	(H)
AP	Calculus	BC	(H)	
IB	Math	Studies

Honors	Geometry** Honors	Algebra	2** Honors	Math	Analysis**

D Advanced	Biology Anatomy	and	Physiology	(H) Chemistry AP	Chemistry	(H)
AP	Biology	(H)
AP	Physics	(H)
AHA	AP	Environmental	
		Science	(H)
Intro	to	Renew	&	
			Sustain	Energy

	 World	Language	Progressions	-	 See	page	79

F Art	Wheel Art	Wheel AHA	Advanced	Drawing	&		
Painting

AHA	AP	Studio	Art	(H)
AP	Art	History	(H)Visual:		

Photography	
Drawing

Performing:	
Spoken	Word	
Dance	
Theater

Visual:		
Photography	
Drawing

Performing:	
Spoken	Word	
Dance	
Theater

G Economics
BEST	History/BEST	English

See	elective	options	starting	on	pg.	56

	 **	For	placement	policies	for	honors	and	advanced	classes,	see	pages	6.

See	other	
Science	
options	
starting	
on	pg.	68
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Arts & Humanities 
Academy

The	Arts	and	Humanities	Academy	(AHA),	a	learning	community	within	Berkeley	High	
School, provides an innovative, rigorous academic and arts curriculum. As a community of 
artists and scholars, AHA students use the lens of the arts to seek creative solutions to aca-
demic	and	artistic	challenges.	The	curriculum	focuses	on	AHA’s	Three	Guiding	Questions:

 

 

• How are we ScHolarly in our art Making 
 and artiStic in our ScHolarSHip?
• How can we uSe critique to grow aS artiStS  
 and people? 
• How can we BotH reflect and affect our  
 environMent tHrougH art? 

AHA students learn by doing. Interdisciplinary projects 
structure	the	core	of	AHA’s	educational	philosophy,	com-
bining Arts, Humanities and Science curricula. Emphasiz-
ing collaborative work, student responsibility and critical 
thinking, these projects inspire high levels of achievement 
by linking student interest in the arts to all aspects of 
their education. Students emerge as seniors with a holistic 
understanding of their environment and the surround-
ing world, presenting a Senior Inquiry Project that braids 
together strands of discovery from their academic and 
artistic studies. 

Critical	thinking	skills	are	vital	to	our	students’	develop-
ment as responsible citizens. AHA teaches a school-wide 
approach to critique, applying Five Levels of Questions for 
Critical Thinking	throughout	the	curriculum.	Through	
these consistent reflections, students become adept at ana-
lyzing an artistic or academic problem from multiple per-
spectives: experiential, literal, interpretive, thematic and 
evaluative. Mastering this skill of critical reflection, AHA 
students become life long learners and contributing com-
munity members. 

Entering freshmen  will join the AHA community after 
being	selected	by	BHS’s	lottery	process.	With	just	sixty	
students per grade, students quickly feel the benefits of a 
smaller school setting.	Throughout	their	four	years,	AHA	
students study science, English, history, math and the 

arts	within	the	learning	community;	they	select	world	
language and physical education courses from the many 
options from individual departments. Advanced Place-
ment	(AP)	and	honors	courses	are	available	in	the	arts,	
English, science, math and world languages. AHA courses 
meet the California Content Standards and most meet the 
UC/CSU	entrance	requirements;	students	graduate	from	
AHA prepared for success in a college or university and 
continued pursuits in the arts.

The	Curriculum
AHA’s	Guiding	Questions

During	all	four	years	in	AHA	students	take	science,	
English, history, math and arts classes within the learn-
ing	community.	Each	year’s	curriculum	is	formatted	
around Guiding Questions that connect the academic 
curriculum	with	students’	artistic	and	psychosocial	
development. Teachers plan curriculum collaboratively, 
creating interdisciplinary projects that engage the arts, 
science and humanities, while pushing students to 
reflect deeply on their related 

 guiding queStionS: 

• 9tH grade: Who am I as an artist? What influences 
my perception and guides my expressions? What is 
my lens?

• 10tH grade: How can I draw from the world to 
inform my artistic work?

• 11tH grade: How have artists reflected upon and 
contributed	to	U.S.	history?	Where	do	I	stand	as	an	
emerging artist in this context?

• 12tH grade:	As	an	artist,	how	can	I	affect	my	com-
munity and the world in a significant way? 
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Freshman	and	Sophomore	Years

All AHA freshmen and sophomores are enrolled 
together	in	The	Arts	Wheel.	The	Arts	Wheel	is	a	
sequence of eight visual and performing arts classes 
designed to give students a thorough introduction to all 
arts disciplines. Here, students practice artistic princi-
ples that link all the art forms and develop a vocabulary 
for artistic engagement and aesthetic perception, set-
ting the foundation for selecting an arts specialization 
in	their	final	two	years.	The	classes	are	designed	with	
mixed grade level – freshmen and sophomores together 
in	the	same	class.	This	allows	students	in	their	first	year	
at	Berkeley	High	School	to	be	mentored	into	the	school	
by the second year students who already know the ropes 
and can model the maturity, self-reflection, and collab-
orative mind set we expect of AHA students. 

Academic	courses	in	the	9th grade include AHA Human-
ities	English	and	History,	Math	and	Advanced	Biology.	
Sophomores take World Literature, World History, Math 
and Honors Anatomy.

Junior	and	Senior	Years
As juniors and seniors, students select an artistic area 
of specialization on which to focus and are expected to 
enroll in the highest level classes in their area of special-
ization.	Options	include:	Advanced	Placement	Visual	
Arts, Advanced Photography, Advanced Ceramics, AP 
Art	History,	Advanced	Theater	Projects,	Dance	Produc-

tion,	Advanced	Afro-Haitian,	Orchestra,	Band	or	Jazz	
Ensemble.

Academic courses in the junior year of AHA are Ameri-
can	Literature	and	Cultural	Studies,	U.S.	History	and	
Chemistry. Seniors take Composition, Government and 
Economics.

AHA	Senior	Inquiry	Project	
Seniors orient their year to support their Senior Inquiry 
Project. At the beginning of the year, students formulate 
a question relating to their artistic practice, their educa-
tional or professional goals and the community or world 
at	large.	Their	year	is	then	designed	to	pursue	investiga-
tion of this interest by conducting an in-depth research 
project that includes interviews, readings and an intern-
ship	in	the	community.	In	the	Thesis	Presentation	at	the	
end of the senior year, students present their findings to 
a panel of teachers, peers and community members, for 
review.

Math, Science, and World Language Options – for 
course	descriptions	and	sequences	see	pg.	61,	68,	and	79.

AHA	offers	the	Interactive	Math	Program	sequence.		

Freshman	Year	Courses
English 1 (P) Year · 10 CreditS

Humanities: English 
This	class	challenges	students	as	writers,	develops	read-
ing skills, and introduces critical thinking, debate, 
and	discussion.	The	thematic	focus	of	the	year,	“Us and 
Them”, invites students to explore their own identity, to 
learn how to identify with others, to hear and be heard 
in	a	world	of	cultural	and	ideological	differences.	Stu-
dents read a selection of fiction and nonfiction and write 
in a variety of genres, including: personal narrative, 
poetry,	story,	letter,	journal	and	analytical	essay.	UC/
CSU	(b)

Global Studies (P) Year · 10 CreditS

Humanities: History 
This	class	studies	diverse	social	issues	(including	race,	
ethnicity, class, gender and sexuality) by looking at how 
artists throughout history have addressed their own 
cultural concerns in a global context. Students learn 
to analyze, question and respond to multiple points of 
view, building a strong foundation for continued studies 
in the Humanities throughout high school. Content is 
examined through historical, sociological, anthropo-
logical,	cultural	and	psychological	lenses.	UC/CSU	(a)

spoken
word

Modern 
Dance

photo- 
graphy

Sculpture 
Printmaking

CeramicsDrawing

African 
DanceDrama

Fine	Arts

Performing	Arts

Art	Wheel
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Math  
	See		course	descriptions	on	page	61.

Advanced Biology (P) Year · 10 CreditS

Why is life so diverse? What are the fundamental pro-
cesses that sustain life? How is new life created? How do 
all living things live together? In addition to discussing 
these core concepts of biology, this course also explores 
applications	of	biological	science	and	their	effect	on	our	
world.	By	searching	for	answers	to	these	guiding	ques-
tions, students come to understand that science is not 
just work conducted in sterile laboratories. It is a way of 
questioning what is unknown and finding the answers 
ourselves. Like artists, scientists research the informa-
tion of their senses to better understand and interpret 
their	surroundings.	UC/CSU	(d)

AHA Art Wheel (P) Year · 10 CreditS

(5 PhYSiCal eduCation/5 ViSual artS)
The	following	are	the	eight	Visual	and	Performing	art	
classes that make up the Art Wheel

 Modern Dance
Students will be dancing every day of the week. Classes 
will alternate between Technique and Choreography. 
Technique classes emphasize physical skill-building: 
strength, flexibility, balance, memorization.

Choreography classes focus on the building blocks 
of dance composition time, space & energy. Students 
work both alone and in groups to create their own 
dances	according	to	choreographic	assignments.	Daily	
instruction	is	based	in	a	modern/jazz	dance	vocabulary;	
students	may	chose	to	focus	on	any	dance	style	(salsa,	
hiphop, ballet, jazz, etc) when creating their own dances. 
Dance	clothing	required	daily.	No	previous	dance	expe-
rience is required.

 Drama
Whether you have acted for years or never tried it, AHA 
Drama	will	give	you	a	crash	course	on	the	origins	of	
Theatre.	You	will	improvise,	write	plays,	play	games,	and	
finish the semester by performing in a modern version 
of a Greek tragedy in mask and costume, in front of your 
peers	and	family.	AHA	Drama	will	build	your	confi-
dence, challenge you, and bond you to your classmates.  

 Drawing
The	course	of	study	will	focus	on	line,	perspective,	shad-
ing techniques, positive/negative space understandings, 
and composition. Students coming into the class without 
drawing experience will gain the skills needed to render 
objects from what they see in reality. Materials used will 
be pencils, erasers, charcoal sticks, ink and pen as well as 
an	array	of	different	papers.

 Sculpture/Printmaking
The	focus	of	this	course	is	both	the	reductive	and	addi-
tive elements of sculpture and printmaking.  Sculpture is 
three dimensional art and printmaking is the process of 
making multiple copies of an image.  A common form of 
printmaking is screen printing t-shirts.  Students in this 
course will work with welding, screen-printing, plaster, 
etching, clay and linoleum block prints.  

 African Dance 
This	course	introduces	the	principles	of	traditional	and	
modern African dance. Students work individually and 
in groups to learn and create dances while being  intro-
duced to the historical and cultural aspects of African 
Dance.	The	class	is	an	opportunity	for	students	at	all	
dance levels to learn diverse dance styles.

 Spoken Word
Students learn about poetry in many forms as a creative 
means of expression. A particular emphasis is placed 
on the performative nature of spoken word  poetry and 
collaborative poetry. Students of all writing and perfor-
mance levels  are welcome and encouraged to develop 
their unique voice through poetry. 

 Ceramics
This	class	is	an	introduction	to	the	basic	techniques	of	
hand-building	and	the	Potterís	Wheel.	The	emphasis	is	
on both pottery and sculpture. Students will also learn 
different	glazing	techniques	including	low,	medium,	
and high fire glaze. Students will become familiar with 
both oxidation and reduction firing processes. History of 
Ceramics	and	Design	are	included.	

 Photography
Students will learn how to capture images on film, pro-
cess the film into negatives and print pictures from the 
negatives.  Yes, it takes a lot more time than pressing 
print on a computer but the benefit is learning how to 
compose an image and control the light to get the best 
results. 

UC/CSU	(f)	credit	is	given	once	a	student	completes	the	
entire progression of Art Wheel courses.
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Sophomore	Year	Courses
World Literature (P)  Year · 10 CreditS

Humanities: English 
This	class	is	structured	around	the	theme	of	the	hero:	
What is the hero’s journey? How does a hero become a 
hero? Is the hero a universal concept, or one limited to 
certain cultures? Is the hero always an individual, or can 
a group of people collectively be the agent for action, con-
flict, or change? Students read a selection of novels, short 
stories, poetry and mythology from Africa, Asia, Latin 
America, the Middle East and Europe. Writings include 
narratives, literary response, comic books, persuasive 
essays	,	speeches	and	slide	presentations.	UC/CSU	(b)

World History (P) Year · 10 CreditS

Humanities: History 
This	course	examines	early	civilizations,	colonialism,	
industrialization, imperialism, revolution and global-
ization. Posing the question, Who makes History?, the 
course focuses on historical research, inquiry and analy-
sis skills, with emphasis on understanding bias in his-
torical	documents.	Through	the	development	of	critical	
thinking, reading, writing and research skills, students 
learn to understand the world around them and the 
major global changes of our time, leaving the class better 
equipped to thrive in our increasingly complex world. 
UC/CSU	(a)

AHA Anatomy and Physiology (H) Year · 10 CreditS

The	life	sciences	in	AHA	are	structured	into	a	2-year	
sequence:	Freshmen	study	general	biology,	setting	the	
stage for this course sophomore year. Honors Anatomy 
builds on student understanding of cells and extends 
knowledge in the more specific areas of anatomy and 
physiology.	This	course	studies	the	human	body	and	
how it is built, and how its various parts function alone 
and	with	one	another.	Understanding	one’s	own	body	
is essential for maintaining health and coping with dis-
ease.	This	course	teaches	students	to	critically	evaluate	
the latest fads in diet, trends in exercise, consequences of 
current	fashion,	doctors’	recommendations,	and	claims	
about	new	approaches	to	health	found	in	today’s	media.	
UC/CSU	(d)

 AHA Art Wheel (P) Year · 10 CreditS

(5 PhYSiCal eduCation/5 ViSual artS) See	Freshman	Year	
for course description.

Math 
See	course	descriptions	on	page	61.

Junior	Year	Courses
American Literature (P) Year · 10 CreditS

American Literature examines the fiction, poetry, plays, 
radio,	news,	film,	and	myth	of	American	Culture.	The	
class explores what is meant by “American” stories, the 
mythology	of	America	and	of	the	American	Dream	as	it	
is reflected in our culture. Students write poetry, drama, 
literary	analysis,	persuasive,	and	personal	essays.	UC/
CSU	(b)

AP Literature &  
Composition Augmentation (H) Year · 10 CreditS

Juniors who wish to take the AP Literature and Compo-
sition test in May will enroll in this augmentation course 
taught	by	their	English	teacher.	This	college-level	writ-
ing course is designed to augment and integrate with 
American	Literature.	There	is	an	additional	two	hours	
per	week	online	component	and	0	period	class	time.	UC/
CSU	(b)

U.S. History (P) Year · 10 CreditS

Following	a	review	of	the	major	events	of	the	eigh-
teenth and nineteenth centuries, this course examines 
significant turning points in American history in the 
twentieth century: changes in the ethnic make up of 
the	United	States;	the	emergence	of	the	U.S.	as	a	world	
power;	causes	and	effects	of	the	major	wars;	and	the	
social movements towards equality for ethnic minorities 
and	women.	UC/CSU	(a)

Chemistry (P) Year · 10 CreditS

Why does soda fizz when you open a bottle? How does a 
cold	pack	get	cold?	Why	does	popcorn	pop?	The	answers	
to	these	questions	lie	in	the	study	of	chemistry.	This	
course focuses students on the world around them, 
equipping them with a basic understanding of the chem-
ical behavior of matter. Topics include: atomic-molecu-
lar theory, weight relations, the mole concept, behavior 
of gases, solutions, the structure of matter, equilibrium, 
acid-base theory, oxidation-reduction reactions and 
chemical	bonding.	UC/CSU	(d)

Advanced Drawing & Painting (P)  Year · 10 CreditS

AHA Advanced Drawing and Painting
This	class	thoroughly	explores	drawing	and	touches	
on	painting	and	print-making	techniques.	The	focus	is	
on improving drawing skills by making a connection 
between what the eyes see and what the hand records 
on	paper.	Drawing	is	best	learned	while	translating	
the	three	dimensional	to	the	two	dimensional;	for	this	
reason we will draw mostly from life and a little from 
photographs. Students will work with form and content: 
both the drawing and the idea behind the drawing will 
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be	emphasized.	Using	materials	including	graphite,	
paint, color pencil, charcoal, etching and screen-print-
ing, students develop visual intelligence by gaining a 
thorough understanding of the principles and elements 
of design. Work generated in this course will prepare 
students for Advanced Placement Art in their senior 
year.	UC/CSU	(f)

Math	
See	course	descriptions	on	page	61.

Electives
See	Elective	offerings	starting	on	page	56.

Senior	Year	Courses
Genre in Literature (P)  SemeSter ·  5 CreditS 

This	course	closely	analyzes	literature,	focusing	on	
a specific genre. Students read representative works 
within the genre, discuss common themes and elements, 
research literary criticism surrounding the genre and 
write several analytical essays. Student preference and 
availability determines genre. Some possible genres are 
Science	Fiction,	Gothic	Literature,	the	American	West/
South/East/North,	the	Proletariat,	Cinema,	Education,	
Nature,	etc.	This	class	changes	subjects	every	semester.	
UC/CSU	(b)

Composition (P) SemeSter · 5 CreditS

This	course	focuses	students’	writing	skills	specifically	
on	artistic	critique	and	personal	expression.	Following	
the	Fall	semester’s	foundation,	students	continue	to	ana-
lyze film from a range of perspectives and begin to cri-
tique a variety of artwork produced by fellow students. 
Students develop an overall ability to express their artis-
tic	ideas	and	opinions	in	writing.	The	personal	expres-
sion portion of the course focuses on personal memoir 
and development of an Artist Statement related to the 
students’	selected	arts	specialization	and	final	portfolio	
presentation.	UC/CSU	(b)

ap Language & Composition 
Augmentation (H) Year · 10 CreditS

This	college-level	writing	course	is	designed	to	aug-
ment and is completely integrated with their senior 
English	Composition	and	Writing	courses.	There	is	an	
additional	two	hours	per	week	online	component	and	0	
period	class	time.	UC/CSU	(b)

Economics (P) SemeSter · 5 CreditS

This	Fall	semester	course	introduces	students	to	basic	
economic theories and principles as well as economic 
history and current economic issues. Students explore 
how globalization impacts their own lives and how the 
U.S.	economy	impacts	the	rest	of	the	world.	The	course	
teaches students the foundations of macro and micro 
economics, statistical analysis and personal economic 
planning. As artists, we focus on the commercial aspects 
of the art world including an exploration of how value is 
placed	on	art.	UC/CSU	(g)

Government (P) SemeSter · 5 CreditS

This	one-semester	course	examines	the	ways	govern-
ments organize to meet the basic needs of the com-
munities they serve. Students study the structure and 
function of legislative and judicial systems on the local, 
state, and federal level. Students explore issues of civil 
liberties, examine diverse models of government, and 
evaluate	the	effectiveness	of	the	U.S.	system	of	gover-
nance.	The	class	studies	current	and	historic	struggles	
between the people and their governments as well as the 
roles	artists	have	played	in	these	struggles.	The	course	
emphasizes research and writing skills, public speaking 
and	critical	analysis	of	perspective.	UC/CSU	(a)

AP Studio Art (H) Year · 10 CreditS

The	Advanced	Placement	Studio	Art	program	enables	
highly motivated students to do college-level work in 
studio art while still in high school. AP Studio Art is 
not based on a written examination: Instead, candidates 
submit a portfolio of work for evaluation at the end 
of the school year. Students must develop discipline, 
personal insight, critical judgment, and technical skill 
necessary for the preparation of this portfolio. Materials 
cost	of	$50	for	slides	needed	for	AP	exam.		
prerequiSite:	AHA	Advanced	Drawing	and	Painting.	
UC/CSU	(f)	
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AP Art History (H)  Year · 10 CreditS

This	course	is	an	introduction	to	the	history	of	art. The	
majesty and diversity of the visual arts are examined in 
detailed discussions. Students analyze significant art-
works	from	Classical	Greece	to	Song	Dynasty	China	to	
Baroque	France	to	global	art	in	the	21st	century	in	terms	
of their social and historical context. We will focus our 
studies on methods of visual and contextual analysis, 
understanding	how	a	particular	artwork’s	form	reveals	
its meaning and why those works were made. 	There	
will also be regular art-making projects, such as making 
paint,	to	help	us	understand	the	role	artists’	materials	
play	in	the	development	of	art.	No	previous	experience	
in a studio art class is required, although students will 
need a high degree of commitment to academic work. 
Open to all juniors and seniors, sophomores by permis-
sion of the instructor. UC/CSU	(f)

Math	
For	course	descriptions	see	page	61.	

Senior	Science	Options
AHA students can request to take AHA-AP Environ-
mental Science. AHA students who successfully com-
plete	Advanced	Biology	and	Chemistry	with	final	grades	
of “C” or better have the option to take additional sci-
ence classes. See course descriptions on page 68.

AHA AP Environmental 
Science (H) Year · 10 CreditS 

The	equivalent	of	an	introductory	college	course	in	
environmental science, this is a comprehensive, inte-
grated exploration of biological, chemical and physical 
aspects of ecological issues, principles, and methods, 
including	field	study.	The	interdisciplinary	curriculum	
draws on interrelationships between the natural and 
social sciences, and more global considerations, such as 
environmental justice and ethics. Topics covered include 
ecosystem and biome study, managing, restoring, and 
protecting	ecosystems,	energy	efficiency	and	renewable	
energy, global climate change and ozone loss, water 
and land resources, and sustaining human societies.        
prerequiSite:	Grades	11-12.	Student	must	have	com-
pleted	Chemistry/AP	Chemistry	and	Advanced	Biology	

or	AP	Biology.	Enrollment	in	AP	Environmental	Science	
is a year-long commitment and requires submission of 
test	results	for	the	corresponding	AP	test.	UC/CSU	(d)

Electives
See	additional	elective	offerings	starting	on	page	56.

Senior Project 

BEST- English (P)  Fall · 5 CreditS

BEST -History (P)  SPring · 5 CreditS 
Students in this humanities course select an individual-
ized	project	topic	and	prepare	a	project	proposal.	They	
find a mentor and a community placement for their field 
research. Students also conduct library, online and eth-
nographic research. Students read oral histories, articles, 
short	stories,	and	a	novel	related	to	their	topic.	They	
write about these as well as their field experience and its 
relevance to their project. Students create a professional 
quality presentation and exhibition highlighting their 
research and fieldwork to present to the community. 
This	course	also	provides	extensive	support	for	career	
development, life after high school, and the college 
process: the search, application, decision-making, and 
financial	aid.	Berkeley	Experiential	Senior	Transition	
(BEST)	students	receive	one	semester	of	high	school	
history credit and one semester of high school English 
credit.	UC/CSU	(g)
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ACADEMY	OFMEDICINE	&
																		PUBLIC	SERVICE

		AMPS	Course	Progressions

9th 10th 11th 12th

A Community	&	Ethnic	Studies/
Psychology

World	History	&	Cultures	 United	States	History	 United	States	Government

B English	1 World	Literature American	Literature Writing	&	Composition	

AP	English	Literature	&		
Composition		(H)

AP	English	Language	&		
Composition	(H)

C Interactive	Math	2 Interactive	Math	3 Interactive	Math	4 	
AP	Statistics	(H)
AP	Calculus	AB	(H)

D Chemistry	 Biological	Health	Sciences,	
(CTE)	(P)

See	Science	options	starting
on	pg.	68

E World	Language	Progression- See	page	79

F Visual	&	Performing	Art	Electives	-		See	page	73

G AMPS	-	Forensic	Science	 	ROP	Community	Service								
Professions:		
A	Sociological	Perspective	
CTE)

Biotechnology	1/2

Economics
BEST	Applied	Medical	English	

(CTE)
Sports	Medicine	
TheoPsych/SocAnth
ROP	Fire	Science	(CTE)

See	elective	options	starting	
on	pg.	56

AMPS PE:	Team	Sports	–Team	Activi-
ties	and	Personal	Fitness

ROP	Emergency	Medical	Tech	
(CTE)

	
Courses	in	bold	offered	within	AMPS.	All	other	options	available	from	the	school	at	large.	

	 CTE	indicates	a	Career	Technical	Course	teaching	essential	content	and	skills	for	a	health	science	profession.
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AMPS teachers challenge all students to 
think critically and to increase their capaci-
ties no matter their starting point. As much 
as possible, core teachers continue to work 
with the same Academy students for two or 
more years. Our staff works closely with stu-
dents, families, and the community to create 
a learning environment that supports suc-
cess for all students.

AMPS	Program
The	Academy	of	Medicine	and	Public	Service	offers	a	
college preparatory curriculum in two connected path-
ways: Public Service and Health Science.  Students inter-
ested in professions in health, law, education, counsel-
ing, or social services are able to explore their interests 
while contributing to their community.  AMPS provides 
many experiential learning opportunities through proj-
ect-based curriculum, service learning and internships 
that extend student learning beyond the traditional 
framework.

Each	year,	60	freshmen	will	be	accepted	into	this	small	
learning community. Students take one or two classes 
in the comprehensive school each year, as well as extra-
curricular courses before and after school. All “a-g” 
requirements	for	UC/CSU	admission	and	BHS	gradua-
tion may be met within AMPS, except World Language.  
Both	AP	and	community	college	courses	are	offered	
through AMPS. 

The	Academy	of	Medicine	and	Public	Service	introduces	
students to the skills and concepts needed in both pub-
lic service and health careers in classes that all AMPS 
students take. Students are encouraged to focus first on 
exploring	their	interests	and	talents.	They	are	supported	
through a four-year process that introduces the wide 
range of options for colleges and careers in the two path-
way	fields.		By	the	time	they	graduate,	all	students	have	
developed post-secondary goals and have a solid foun-
dation of skills and coursework with which to continue 
their education. 

AMPS	Habit	of	Mind	Chart

Academy of Medicine and Public Service	

AMPS	students	strive	to	be: Driving	Questions
By	asking:	

Whole	School	Outcomes
So	they	learn	to:

Inquisitive "What	if	.	.	.	?" Hypothesize	and	gather	evidence

Critical	Thinkers “What	causes	what?” Find	patterns	and	make	connections

Open	minded “What	do	others	think,	experience,	or	care	about?” Consider	multiple	perspectives

Creative “How	can	I	approach	it	differently?” Construct	and	express	meaning	and	knowledge

Actively	engaged “Why	does	it	matter?” Be	self-determined	individuals	who	can	communicate	
and	use	what	they	know,	value	and	need.

Conscientious “How	can	my	work	contribute	to	our	community?” Place	their	work	in	a	community	context,	take	respon-
sibility	for	their	impact	on	others,	and	be	conscious	
agents	of	change.	

Freshman	Year	Courses
English 1 (P)  Year · 10 CreditS 

This	one-year	course	for	all	freshmen	is	a	survey	of	
multi-ethnic literature, integrated with the themes, 
topics and skills of the social studies component. 
Throughout	the	year,	students	will	focus	on	themes	of	
identity and culture found in literature. Students read 
and analyze various genres of literature, write creative 
and essay-length responses, and give oral presentations 
using	computer	technology.	Throughout	the	year,	all	
students also work with writer coaches from the Writer-
Coach Connection. UC/CSU	(b)	

Community and Ethnic Studies/Psychology (P)  
health pathway Year · 10 CreditS

This	year-long	course	introduces	students	to	the	social	
sciences, including cultural anthropology, history, 
sociology, political science and psychology. In the fall 
the course focuses on issues of identity, culture, com-
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Sophomore	Year	Courses
World Literature (P)  Year · 10 CreditS 

This	one-year	course	is	designed	for	all	sophomore	
students.	The	focus	is	on	novels,	poetry,	and	plays	from	
authors	born	outside	the	United	States.	Academy	teach-
ers integrate the thematic units in World Literature with 
those in World History to allow students to analyze 
literature in its historic and cultural context. Students 
develop critical reading and writing skills, as well as cre-
ative	projects	that	emphasize	world	studies.	UC/CSU	(b)

World History & Cultures (P)  Year · 10 CreditS

This	year-long	survey	course	studies	the	last	200	years	
of human history, with a lens on health issues. Students 
are challenged to analyze the relationship of historical 
events to current events and to trace the historic devel-
opment of modern problems, particularly those that 
affect	human	health.	This	course	is	integrated	themati-
cally with World Literature so students get a rich analy-
sis	of	world	history	and	cultures.	This	course	emphasizes	
analytical skills through expanding communication 
skills, such as speaking, writing, and listening in small 
groups and in whole classroom settings, All students 
work with writer coaches from WriterCoach Connection 
throughout the year, and research and technology skills 
are	also	emphasized.	UC/CSU	(a)

Interactive Math 3 (P) Year · 10 CreditS

Students extend their understanding of material studied 
in the preceding year of the curriculum, while learning 
about and applying new topics such as trigonometric 
ratios, geometric constructions, similarity, and triangle 
congruence, coordinate geometry, circles, applications 
of combinatorics, derivatives, and independence and 
conditional probability. A baseball pennant race, popu-
lation growth, and the mathematics of shadows provide 
some of the contexts for the mathematical concepts. A 
graphing calculator is recommended. prerequiSite: “C” 
or	better	in	IMP	2.	UC/CSU	(c)

Chemistry (P)  Year · 10 CreditS

This	course	covers	the	basic	understanding	of	the	
chemical behavior of matter. Topics include atomic and 
molecular theory, solutions and equilibrium, periodic 
properties, the behavior of gases, bonding and common 
reactions, acid-base reactions, and oxidation-reduction 
reactions. Students are introduced to stoichiometry, the 
mathematics	behind	chemistry.	UC/CSU	(d)

munity and power, and in the spring it emphasizes psy-
chology while exploring adolescent psychology, gender 
and sexuality, and develops communication and stress 
management skills. Throughout	the	course,	students	
examine the role of the media in modern society and 
develop technology skills. Through	thematically-based	
units,	this	course	is	designed	to	expand	students’	ability	
to think critically, write, research, and produce multi-
media	and	oral	presentations.	This	course	satisfies	the	
Ethnic Studies and Social Living graduation require-
ments.	UC/CSU	(a)

Interactive Math 2 (P) Year · 10 CreditS

	This	year	of	the	IMP	Curriculum	contains	an	introduc-
tion to problem-solving strategies, the use of variables, 
and the meaning and use of functions and graphs, as 
well as concepts from statistics and geometry. Algebra 
topics covered include equation-solving, simultane-
ous equations, graphing, and modeling. Students will 
explore the four representations of a function and the 
relationships between graph, table, equation, and situa-
tion with an emphasis on linear, quadratic, exponential, 
and logarithmic functions. 

Geometry topics covered are spatial visualization, area 
of polygons and volume and surface area of polyhedra 
and other solids, Students will learn about normal dis-
tribution	and	standard	deviation.		These	concepts	are	
presented in contexts, which include the geometry of the 
honeycomb, the trajectory of fireworks, and Lewis Car-
roll’s	Alice in Wonderland. prerequiSite: “C” or better 
in	Algebra	1.	UC/CSU	(c)

AMPS Forensic Science (P) (CTE) Year · 10 CreditS 
This	class	is	designed	around	authentic	performance	
assessments with students working in teams to solve 
crimes using scientific knowledge and reasoning. It 
involves all areas of science including biology, anatomy, 
chemistry, physics, and earth science with an emphasis 
in complex reasoning and critical thinking. In addition, 
students must incorporate the use of technology, com-
munication skills, language arts, art, mathematics and 
social	studies.	UC/CSU	(g)

Team Sports: Team Activities 
and Personal Fitness Year · 10 CreditS 

Through	a	variety	of	physical	activities,	students	explore	
two	values	related	to	personal	well-being	–	effort	and	
self-direction – and two values related to social well-
being	–	respect	for	others’	rights	and	feelings,	and	car-
ing about others. As students study personal fitness, 
nutrition, cooperative games, self-defense, and individ-
ual and team sports, they learn to take responsibility for 
their own development and well-being and to contribute 
to the well-being of others. 
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Junior	Year	Courses
American Literature (P)  Year · 10 CreditS 

This	year-long	survey	of	American	literature	covers	
major works from the mid-nineteenth century to the 
present	and	is	integrated	with	thematic	units	in	U.S.	
History so that students can more thoroughly examine 
the political and social landscapes surrounding the 
literature. Students explore essential questions such 
as: “What is the nature of freedom?” and “What is the 
American dream and does it really exist?” Students read 
and analyze the various genres of American literature, 
write creative and essay-length responses, and give oral 
presentations on content topics, incorporating video and 
other	advanced	technological	resources.	UC/CSU	(b)	

ap Literature &  
Composition Augmentation  Year · 10 CreditS

Juniors who wish to take the AP Literature and Compo-
sition test in May will enroll in this augmentation course 
taught	by	their	English	teacher.	This	college-level	writ-
ing course is designed to augment and integrate with 
American	Literature.	There	is	an	additional	two	hours	
per	week	online	component	and	0	period	class	time.	UC/
CSU	(b)	

U.S. History (P) Year · 10 CreditS 
In this course students use primary source docu-
ments, oral histories, literature, art and historical texts 
to	explore	United	States	history	during	the	twentieth	
century from multiple perspectives. Academy teachers 
collaborate	to	integrate	the	eras	explored	in	U.S.	his-
tory with themes and works in American Literature. 
The	course	emphasizes	historical	thinking,	research	and	
communication skills, developing original interpreta-
tions of the past and making connections to the present. 
UC/CSU	(a)

Interactive Math 4 (P)  Year · 10 CreditS

Topics include general functions, trigonometric func-
tions, algebra of functions, the algebra of matrices, 
three-dimensional geometry, projections, trigonometric 
identities, , limits, and statistics. Contexts include an 
election poll and a circus act on a ferris wheel. A graph-
ing calculator is recommended. prerequiSite: “C” or 
better	in	IMP	3.	UC/CSU	(c)

Biological Health Sciences (P) (CTE)  
  Year · 10 CreditS 

This	biology	lab	science	course	combines	human	physi-
ology with the basic concepts and principles of biology. 
The	content	of	the	course	focuses	primarily	on	the	phys-
iological, biological, and structural details of the human 
body	including	a	study	of	the	body	systems.	This	course	
combines scientific study with practical applications of 
health	science.	This	course	is	taught	using	lecture	and	
laboratory exercises including dissections. A variety of 
resources	(Internet,	medical	journals	and	medical	pro-
fessionals) will be accessed for the purpose of creating 
written and oral presentations that demonstrate stu-
dents’	knowledge	and	application	of	scientific	principles.	
Upon	successful	completion	of	the	course,	students	will	
be eligible to receive an American Heart Association 
Pulmonary	Resuscitation	(CPR)	certificate.	UC/CSU	(d)	

ROP Community Service: A Sociological  
Perspective (P) (CTE) Year · 10 CreditS 

A sociological perspective is explored and coupled with 
internships to introduce students to professions in 
health, law, government and education. From	October-
May, two class periods a week are devoted to intern-
ships,	although	some	take	place	at	different	or	additional	
times. In the classroom, students study sociological 
theory, social institutions, the core ideas and contro-
versies in human services, the range of human services 
professions, and the introductory skills required of 
human services professionals, such as communication 
skills, objective observation and reporting, accessing 
community resources, cultural competency and profes-
sional ethics. Students read important sociological texts 
and write college-level essays. Students also engage in 
college preparatory activities and develop portfolios that 
include	documentation	of	their	internships.	UC/CSU	(g)

Senior	Year	Courses
Composition (P)  Fall · 5 CreditS  
Writing (P)  SPring · 5 CreditS

These	two	semester-long	courses	emphasize	critical	
thinking in extended compositions including non-
fiction essays and the college-level research paper. 
Throughout	the	year	students	analyze	and	practice	the	
craft of writing using a variety of rhetorical approaches. 
During	the	fall	semester	students	complete	their	per-
sonal statements for their college applications. Integra-
tion with Economics in the fall and Government in the 
spring supports the development of analytical college-
level	research	papers	both	semesters.	UC/CSU	(b)		
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ap language &  
coMpoSition augMentation (H) Year · 10 CreditS

This	college-level	writing	course	is	designed	to	aug-
ment and is completely integrated with their senior 
English	Composition	and	Writing	courses.	There	is	an	
additional	two	hours	per	week	online	component	and	0	
period	class	time.	UC/CSU	(b)	

Economics (P)  SemeSter · 5 CreditS 
In this one-semester course, students study how people 
organize themselves to make a living, with an emphasis 
on how the capitalist system is organized and how it is 
changing in this era of globalization. Students explore 
how American capitalism addresses human needs, how 
events	that	affect	the	U.S.	economy	impact	people’s	lives,	
and	what	ethical	issues	confront	U.S.	workers.	They	
learn to use graphing to predict the impact of world 
events	on	markets	and	on	societies.	Through	an	inte-
grated English/history project, students write a compre-
hensive, analytical college-level research paper explor-
ing the interplay of social and economic structures in 
American society in an industry field of their choice. 
UC/CSU	(g)	

U.S. Government (P)  SemeSter · 5 CreditS 
This	course	examines	how	governments	organize	to	
ensure	that	communities’	basic	needs	are	met.	Students	
study the structure of federal, state and local govern-
ment and the influence of government on community 
needs in areas such as health, education, law and wel-
fare.	Students	explore	how	to	affect	relevant	issues	of	
civil	liberties,	rights,	and	justice.	The	course	also	empha-
sizes thesis development, media analysis of bias and per-
spective, critical thinking, research and writing skills, 
argumentation, public speaking, and use of video and 
presentation software. Students research, write a policy 
position paper, and produce a public service announce-
ment as part of a plan to impact the government regard-
ing	an	issue	of	personal	concern.	UC/CSU	(a)	

Senior Project 

BEST: Applied Medical English (CTE)  
  Year · 10 CreditS

The	senior	capstone	course	is	an	integrated	English	CTE	
course examining medical ethics and cultural compe-
tency	in	health	careers.		Beginning	with	examination	
of medical ethics from Hippocrates to Kant, students 
acquire a deep understanding of the core components 
of ethical decision making.  In the second semester, 
students select an area of public health to explore in a 
Senior	Thesis	Project.		This	involves	research,	field	work	
in an internship placement, and presentation of their 
work to a panel of community health professionals. 

The	course	provides	extensive	training	for	career	devel-
opment, life after high school, and support for the col-
lege process including: the initial search, application, 
decision-making, and financial aid.UC/CSU	(g)

Emergency Medical Technician (CTE)  Year · 10 CreditS

Fire Science (CTE) Year · 10 CreditS

Sports Medicine (CTE) Year · 10 CreditS

See pg 12 for course description.

Theoretical Psychology (P) Fall SemeSter · 5 CreditS

Psychology provides students with a systematic and 
scientific approach to the study of human behavior and 
mental processes. Students will explore various aspects 
of human behavior including theories of personality, 
aspects of thought processes, states of consciousness, 
social psychology, motivation and emotion, and the 
basic areas of mental illness. Major emphases will be 
placed on research methods, stages in childhood and 
adolescence, how the brain works, altered states of con-
sciousness, psychological testing, and psychological dis-
orders.	Note:	This	is	a	college	prep	course	and	requires	
advanced	reading	and	critical	thinking	skills.	This	class	
is	open	to	juniors	and	seniors.	UC/CSU	(g).	

Sociology/Anthropology (P)  
  SPring SemeSter · 5 CreditS

Sociology/Anthropology	is	offered	as	a	survey	course	for	
one semester to expose students to various disciplines 
of the social sciences and assist them in understand-
ing the organization of our culture. Human beings and 
their	groups	in	the	U.S.A.	will	be	analyzed.	The	course	
incorporates the anthropological approach to culture, 
the psychological approach to the individual plus the 
sociological	approach	to	group	behavior.	This	course	is	
designed	to	expand	the	student’s	skills	in	conceptual	
thinking. Students explore various aspects of American 
society and analyze their impact in a historical setting. 
Some of the areas to be explored are the culture of fear, 
politics	in	the	U.S.,	the	role	of	media,	class	structure,	
generational	differences,	conspiracy	theories,	and	the	
role	of	sports.	This	class	is	open	to	juniors	and	seniors.	
UC/CSU	(g)

Math	Options
See	course	descriptions	on	page	61.		

Science	Options
See course descriptions on page 68. 

Electives
See	Elective	offerings	starting	on	page	56.	
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BERKELEY	
		INTERNATIONAL	
															HIGH	SCHOOL	

		BIHS	Course	Progressions
9th 10th 11th 12th

A Global	Studies Global	History IB-HL	History	of	the	Americas	
1	(HL)													

IB-HL	History	of	the	Americas	
2	(HL)(H)	

American	Government																

B Freshmen	Lit	&Composition Global	Literature IB-HL	English	1	(HL)(H) IB-HL	English	2	(HL)(H)

C Algebra	1 Geometry Algebra	2 IB-SL	Math	Studies	(SL)

Geometry Algebra	2 IB	Math	Year	1	(SL) IB-SL	Math		Year	2	(SL)(H)

Honors	Geometry** Honors	Algebra	2** Honors	Math	(HL) IB-HL	Math	Year	2	(HL)(H)

D Advanced	Biology Chemistry IB-SL	Chemistry	(SL)
IB-SL	Biology	(SL)
Anatomy	and	Physiology	(H)
Physics	(P)
IB-SL	Environmental	Systems	

and	Societies
Biotech	1/2	(ROP)

IB-SL	Chemistry	(SL)
IB-SL	Biology	(SL)
Anatomy	and	Physiology	(H)
Physics
Biotech	3/4	(ROP)	
IB-SL	Environmental	Systems	

and	Societies

AP	Chemistry

E World	Language	Progressions	-	 See	page	79

F 9th 11th	or	12th	grade

IB-SL	Studio	Art	A	(SL)(H) IB-HL	Studio	Art	B	(SL)(H)

Visual	&	Performing	Art	Electives	-		See	page	73 	

G Comparative	Values	&		
Beliefs/Economics

IB-SL	Economics	(SL)(H)
IB	Social	&	Cultural	Anthropology	(SL)

See	elective	options	starting	on	pg.	56

		**	For	placement	policies	for	honors	and	advanced	classes,	see	pages	6.

BIHS IBCAS	begins	junior	year

Extended	essay	begins	spring	junior	year

			 Theory	of	Knowledge	

Starting	in	2014-2015,	the	UCOP	is	no	longer	offering	additional	honors	credit	for	a	number	of	IB	courses.																																																							
See	https://doorways.ucop.edu/list/	for	information.	
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Berkeley International  
High School
Berkeley	International	High	School	(BIHS)	is	a	learning	
community	within	Berkeley	High	School,	focusing	on	
international	studies	for	grades	nine	through	twelve.	The	
over	arching	goals	of	BIHS	are	to	offer	insights	into	the	
nature	of	international	education	and	to	build	students’	
sense of identity and cultural awareness, fostering a spirit 
of	discovery	and	enjoyment	of	learning	for	all	BIHS	stu-
dents. 

BIHS,	an	authorized	International	Baccalaureate	school,	
prepares all students for the option to participate in the 
IB	Diploma	Programme,	an	internationally	recognized	
curriculum	in	11th	and	12th	grade.	During	the	course	of	
the	four	years,	students	in	BIHS	develop	strong	relation-
ships	with	their	teachers	who	help	to	build	students’	sense	
of	identity	and	cultural	awareness.	The	integrated	4-year	
study of humanities focuses on the study of geographical 
regions and elements of culture including literature, art, 
history, economics and beliefs. It then progresses through 
the study of nations and the dynamics of global relation-
ships, building in complexity each year. Balancing	the	
richness	of	Berkeley	High	School’s	elective	options	with	
the	value	and	challenge	of	the	IB	curriculum,	BIHS	creates	
a supportive community where diversity of perspective 
is valued and encouraged. With an emphasis on student 
centered learning, including cooperative groups and class-
room	presentations,	BIHS	students	develop	strong	speak-
ing	and	leadership	skills.	They	also	develop	the	ability	to	
bring perspective to conversation and participate confi-
dently with people of all backgrounds in our increasingly 
complex world. 

To create a more personalized experience the program is 
split into two smaller “houses” which allows teachers and 
students	to	work	in	a	cohesive	manner.	In	9th	and	10th	
grade students take two or three of their classes with the 
same core of students to provide community and support. 

IB	Learner	Profile
As	an	International	Baccalaureate	school	BIHS	develops	
internationally minded people who, recognizing their 
common humanity strive to create a better and more 
peaceful world.

IB	learners	strive	to	be:
Inquirers 

They	develop	their	natural	curiosity.	They	acquire	the	
skills necessary to conduct inquiry and research and 
show	independence	in	learning.	They	actively	enjoy	
learning and this love of learning will be sustained 
throughout their lives.

Knowledgeable 
They	explore	concepts,	ideas	and	issues	that	have	local	
and global significance. In so doing, they acquire in-
depth knowledge and develop understanding across a 
broad and balanced range of disciplines.

Thinkers 
They	exercise	initiative	in	applying	thinking	skills	criti-
cally and creatively to recognize and approach complex 
problems, and make reasoned, ethical decisions.

Communicators 
They	understand	and	express	ideas	and	information	
confidently and creatively in more than one language 
and	in	a	variety	of	modes	of	communication.	They	work	
effectively	and	willingly	in	collaboration	with	others.

Principled 
They	act	with	integrity	and	honesty,	with	a	strong	sense	
of fairness, justice and respect for the dignity of the 
individual,	groups	and	communities.	They	take	respon-
sibility for their own actions and the consequences that 
accompany them.

Open-minded 
They	understand	and	appreciate	their	own	cultures	and	
personal histories, and are open to the perspectives, 
values and traditions of other individuals and commu-
nities.	They	are	accustomed	to	seeking	and	evaluating	a	
range of points of view, and are willing to grow from the 
experience.

Caring 
They	show	empathy,	compassion	and	respect	towards	
the	needs	and	feelings	of	others.	They	have	a	personal	
commitment to service, and act to make a positive dif-
ference to the lives of others and to the environment.
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Risk-takers 
They	approach	unfamiliar	situations	and	uncertainty	
with courage and forethought, and have the indepen-
dence of spirit to explore new roles, ideas and strategies. 
They	are	brave	and	articulate	in	defending	their	beliefs.

Balanced 
They	understand	the	importance	of	intellectual,	physical	
and emotional balance to achieve personal well-being 
for themselves and others.

Reflective 
They	give	thoughtful	consideration	to	their	own	learn-
ing	and	experience.	They	are	able	to	assess	and	under-
stand their strengths and limitations in order to support 
their learning and personal development.

The	Curriculum
Freshman	Year

In	ninth	grade,	BIHS	students	take	Global	Studies,	
Freshman	Literature	&	Composition, Advanced	Biology,	
math and an art course. Students can also choose to take 
a world language or PE. English, history and science 
teachers collaborate in order to integrate these classes. 
The	English	and	history	courses	are	closely	connected	
and follow a geographical “regions” approach to exam-
ining the world.

Sophomore	Year
In	tenth	grade,	BIHS	students	take	Global	Literature,	
Global	History,	and	a	semester	of	Comparative	Values	
and	Beliefs,	and	a	semester	of	Comparative	Economics.	
These	courses	focus	on	research	skills	and	prepare	stu-
dents for the more rigorous classes they will encounter 
in their junior and senior years. Students also take math, 
chemistry and are encouraged to take a world language. 

Junior	and	Senior	Years
In	the	eleventh	grade	students	will	take	one	year	of	IB	
higher	level	English.		They	will	transition	from	one	
semester	of	IB	higher	level	history	in	the	fall	semester	
to	Theory	of	Knowledge	(TOK)	in	the	spring	semes-
ter.  TOK is a two-semester interdisciplinary class that 
explores the nature of knowledge and information 
across multiple subjects.  In the twelfth grade students 
will continue with a year-long higher level English and 
history	classes.		Students	will	also	take	the	2nd	semester	
of TOK in the fall and a semester of American govern-
ment in the spring. 

In addition to the core classes in the junior and senior 
years,	BIHS	students	complete	two	other	unique	ele-

ments allowing them to broaden learning experi-
ences	outside	of	the	classroom.	Each	student	in	BIHS	
researches a topic of his or her choice beginning in their 
junior	year	and	culminating	in	the	senior	year	(see	
Extended Essay below). Students also complete the Cre-
ativity,	Action,	Service	(IBCAS)	component	beginning	
the first day of junior year and complete it in the senior 
year	(see	IBCAS	below).	

Extended Essay 
Each student researches a topic of their choice. Work 
on	the	essay	is	begun	in	the	student’s	TOK	class	in	the	
junior year. Students continue to work independently on 
their essay with the help of a faculty advisor and work-
shops in TOK, completing the project in their senior 
year.	This	project	is	required	of	all	BIHS	students	to	
encourage the development of independent research and 
writing skills. It is also a requirement for the Interna-
tional	Baccalaureate	Diploma.	

Creativity, Action, Service (IBCAS) 
Although	not	a	course,	IBCAS	is	an	essential	element	
to	every	students’	experience	in	BIHS.		Students	are	
involved in a range of activities alongside their junior 
and	senior	academic	studies.	IBCAS	enables	students	
to enhance their interpersonal development through 
experiential learning.  Students are required to keep an 
extra-curricular	portfolio	in	these	three	categories:	1)	
physical	activity,	2)	service,	and	3)	expression	of	creativ-
ity.		Through	the	activities,	students	should	develop	
greater awareness of themselves and concern for others, 
as well as the ability to work cooperatively with other 
people.  Students develop their own plan to complete the 
IBCAS	requirement	with	the	help	of	the	IB	coordina-
tor.	This	project	provides	an	opportunity	for	leadership	
experience	and	fits	naturally	with	many	students’	interests.	

International Baccalaureate Diploma 
BIHS	students	may	choose	to	meet	the	requirements	
for	the	International	Baccalaureate	diploma.	The	IB	
Diploma	is	an	internationally	recognized	achievement	
which	may	earn	students	up	to	a	year’s	worth	of	credit	
at certain colleges. Aside from completing the standard 
BIHS	graduation requirements of the Extended Essay, 
IBCAS, and	the	Theory	of	Knowledge	courses,	students	
who choose to pursue the diploma need to complete end 
of	the	year	exams	in	six	different	subject	areas,	(English,	
history, math, science, world language, and an elective). 
A minimum of three exams and a maximum of four 
exams will be taken at the higher level, leaving two to 
three exams to be taken at the standard level. Two stan-
dard level exams may be taken in the junior year and all 
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higher level exams are taken in the senior year. Students 
may choose to take a second language, a second science, 
IB	economics,	IB	music	or	IB	visual	arts	as	their	elective	
option. Alternatively, students can choose to earn an 
IB	certificate	for	college	credit	in	any	of	the	IB	courses	
offered	at	Berkeley	High	School.	

Freshman	Year	Courses
Global Studies (P) Year · 10 CreditS

This	course	introduces	students	to	the	concept	of	“global	
community,” through the study of five realms of the 
world:	North	Africa/Southwest	Asia,	Sub-Saharan	
Africa, Latin America, South Asia, and East Asia. Global 
Studies	enriches	students’	understanding	of	the	physi-
cal environment, history, culture, and current political/
environmental	issues	of	people	in	different	areas	of	the	
world through rigorous and engaging lessons presented 
through	a	variety	of	media.	The	core	question	that	drives	
Global	Studies	is	“How	do	different	members	of	the	
global community experience geography and culture, 
and	how	am	I	connected	to	them?”	UC/CSU	(a)

Freshman Literature & 
Composition (P) Year · 10 CreditS

Through	the	study	of	literature,	students	examine	
important issues in cultures at home and across the 
globe, read a variety of genres — poems, plays, short 
stories, and novels — and write in a variety of modes 
(narrative,	descriptive,	expository,	analytical,	argumen-
tative).	They	explore	the	meanings	of	what	they	have	
read	and	articulate	their	understanding	of	culture.	The	
core question is “How do humans explore their world 
through	stories?”	The	study	of	literature	follows	the	
regional approach of the Global Studies course and is 
aligned with the California State Standards of Reading, 
Writing,	Speaking,	and	Listening.	UC/CSU	(b)

IHS Advanced Biology (P)  Year · 10 CreditS 
IHS	Advanced	Biology	is	cored	with	9th	grade	English	
and	History	classes.	This	course	considers	the	basic	con-
cepts of biology from an experimental and biochemical 
viewpoint. Topics include the origin of life, unity and 
diversity	of	life,	bio-energetics	(cell	respiration,	photosyn-
thesis, enzyme functions) genetics, evolution, anatomy 
and physiology, and ecology. Emphasis is placed on 
understanding science and its role in society. Experimen-
tation	is	stressed.	UC/CSU	(d)

Visual	and	Performing	Art	Options
See	options	on	page	74.		

Math	Options
See	course	descriptions	on	page	61.	

Sophomore	Year	Courses
Global History (P) Year · 10 CreditS

This	course	covers	major	themes	in	modern	world	his-
tory, including the industrial revolution, imperialism, 
rise of Communism, and the World Wars. Emphasis is 
placed on the interaction between the realms studied in 
the	freshman	year	and	Europe.	There	is	a	focus	on	build-
ing	historical	writing	and	research	skills.	This	course	is	
thematically and regionally integrated with the Global 
Literature	and	Comparative	Values/Comparative	Eco-
nomics	courses.	The	course	meets	the	California	State	
Standards	for	tenth	grade	Modern	World	History.	UC/
CSU	(a)

Global Literature (P) Year · 10 CreditS

Global Literature is a study of literature, composition, 
and	the	humanities.	The	literature	studied	in	this	course	
is representative of the heritage of the cultures covered 
in	Global	History	and	Comparative	Values	and	Beliefs.	
Literature includes non-Western canonical works in 
translation,	written	prior	to	the	20th	century,	paired	
with thematically-related contemporary pieces written 
in English. Genres include novels, plays, poetry, and 
non-fiction.	UC/CSU	(b)

Comparative Values and Beliefs  SemeSter · 5 CreditS

The	Values	and	Beliefs	class	focuses	on	comparing	world	
religion and philosophy. Students examine similarities 
as	well	as	the	obvious	differences	existing	from	one	cul-
ture	to	another	as	they	appear	in	creative	forms.	They	
look at changes in religion over the centuries, geog-
raphies of religions, the nature of sects and cults, and 
the	use	of	religion	to	wage	war	and	to	make	peace.	This	
course	utilizes	religious	texts	such	as	the	I	Ching,	Bible,	
Koran,	Upanishads,	and	Talmud	to	gain	deeper	under-
standing	of	the	content.	UC/CSU	(g)

Economics (P) SemeSter · 5 CreditS

In this course students analyze a variety of current 
issues in the global economy, ranging from the debate 
over free trade and global interdependence, to compet-
ing	development	models	for	the	world’s	poorer	nations,	
to the impact of population and economic growth on 
social, political and ecological systems. In this course 
students learn to identify, analyze, and to evaluate theo-
ries, concepts, and arguments pertaining to the nature 
and activities of individuals and societies as they relate 
to the varieties of economic environments that people 
inhabit.	UC/CSU	(g)
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Math	Options
See	course	descriptions	on	page	61.		

Science	Options 
See course descriptions on page 68. 

Junior	Year	Courses 

IB History of the Americas 1 (HL)  
   Fall SemeSter · 5 CreditS

This	is	a	three-semester	course	for	all	Berkeley	Interna-
tional	High	School	students.		(1st	semester	of	11th	grade	
and	two	semesters	in	12th	grade).	It	involves	a	thorough	
examination of our modern world with an emphasis 
on	the	interaction	of	people	and	events;	the	formation	
of	students’	own	opinions	of	events;	and	analysis	of	the	
progression	of	history	over	time.		The	primary	aim	and	
focus of the course is to guide students towards inde-
pendent historical analysis.  Skills emphasized include: 
primary	and	secondary	source	analysis;	formation	and	
completion	of	independent	research;	understanding	of	
historical	cause	and	effect;	ability	to	articulate	knowl-
edge	and	opinions	orally	and	in	writing;	synthesis	of	
information and the ability to use that information to 
analyze	new	information.		The	junior	year	wil	focus	on	
the	history	of	the	United	States	and	Latin	America	from	
the	late	1800s	to	the	middle	of	the	20th	century.	UC/
CSU	(a)

Theory of Knowledge (P)   SPring SemeSter · 5 CreditS

Theory	of	Knowledge	(TOK),	a	central	element	of	BIHS,	
encourages students to think critically about knowledge 
itself.  Students investigate not only what they know, but 
how	they	know.		Essentially	they	try	to	answer;	“what	
are the ways we come to know something? ” the class 
emphasizes the role of reason, emotion, perception and 
language in the acquisition of knowledge.  Students 
begin	TOK	in	the	2nd	semester	of	their	junior	year	(fol-
lowing	the	1st	semester	of	History	of	the	Americas).		
TOK	is	completed	during	the	1st	semester	of	the	senior	
year allowing students to make rich interdisciplinary 
connections.	UC/CSU	(g)

IB English 1 (HL)   Year  · 10 CreditS

This	is	a	required	two-year	course	for	all	Berkeley	Inter-
national	High	School	students.		This	course	will	provide	
comprehensive preparation in oral and written expres-
sion and in analytical and critical thought through a 
carefully chosen curriculum of international works by 
recognized	authors.		The	curriculum	will	provide	read-
ing and writing opportunities in both genre and time 
period.  Study will focus on international literary works 

from which multicultural reading, thinking and writing 
exercise will be drawn.  Emphasis will be on the unique 
historical, cultural, and geographical influences up on 
each work.  Students wildevelop a precise and informed 
critical	eye	for	patterns	of	literary	expression.	UC/CSU	
(b)

Senior	Year	Courses
Theory of Knowledge (P) SPring SemeSter · 5 CreditS

Theory	of	Knowledge	(TOK),	a	central	element	of	BIHS,	
encourages students to think critically about knowledge 
itself.  Students investigate not only what they know, but 
how	they	know.		Essentially	they	try	to	answer;	“what	
are the ways we come to know something? ” the class 
emphasizes the role of reason, emotion, perception and 
language in the acquisition of knowledge.  Students 
begin	TOK	in	the	2nd	semester	of	their	junior	year	(fol-
lowing	the	1st	semester	of	History	of	the	Americas).		
This	completes	the	two	semesters	of	TOK	allowing	stu-
dents	to	make	rich	interdisciplinary	connections.	UC/
CSU	(g)

American Government (P) Fall SemeSter · 5 CreditS

This	course	focuses	on	the	nature	of	government,	work-
ing towards understanding how various contemporary 
political	systems	work.	Focus	is	on	current	issues	as	
Congress, the presidency, state legislature and the judi-
cial system address them.  With a hands-on approach, 
students will prepare arguments, debate social and 
political issues, investigate current events, and simulate 
various	elements	of	government.	UC/CSU	(a)

IB History of the Americas 2 (HL)  Year  · 10 CreditS

This	is	a	three-semester	course	for	all	Berkeley	Interna-
tional	High	School	students.		(1st	semester	of	11th	grade	
and	two	semesters	in	12th	grade).	It	involves	a	thorough	
examination of our modern world with an emphasis 
on	the	interaction	of	people	and	events;	the	formation	
of	students’	own	opinions	of	events;	and	analysis	of	the	
progression	of	history	over	time.		The	primary	aim	and	
focus of the course is to guide students towards inde-
pendent historical analysis.  Skills emphasized include: 
primary	and	secondary	source	analysis;	formation	and	
completion	of	independent	research;	understanding	of	
historical	cause	and	effect;	ability	to	articulate	knowl-
edge	and	opinions	orally	and	in	writing;	synthesis	of	
information and the ability to use that information to 
analyze new information.  Senior year will focus on top-
ics in the history of the Americas since WWII, particu-
larly the Cold War as well as other relevant case studies.  
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Students will complete an historical investigation.  At 
the end of this course students may choose to take the 
IB	High	Level	exam,	the	IB	Standard	level	exam,	or	no	
exam at all.  If students pass this exam they will earn an 
IB	certificate	and	have	the	possibility	of	earning	college	
credit.		UC/CSU	(a)

IB English 2 (HL) (H)   Year  · 10 CreditS

This	is	a	required	two-year	course	for	all	Berkeley	Inter-
national	High	School	students.		This	course	will	provide	
comprehensive preparation in oral and written expres-
sion and in analytical and critical thought through a 
carefully chosen curriculum of international works by 
recognized	authors.		The	curriculum	will	provide	read-
ing and writing opportunities in both genre and time 
period.  Study will focus on international literary works 
from which multicultural reading, thinking and writing 
exercise will be drawn.  Emphasis will be on the unique 
historical, cultural, and geographical influences up on 
each work.  Students will develop a precise and informed 
critical eye for patterns of literary expression. At the end 
of	this	course	students	may	choose	to	take	the	IB	Higher	
Level	exam,	the	IB	Standard	Level	exam,	or	no	exam	at	
all.	If	students	pass	this	exam	they	will	earn	an	IB	cer-
tificate and have the possibility of earning college credit.  
UC/CSU	(b)

Junior	and	Senior	Math	Options
Mathematical Studies IB (SL) Year · 10 CreditS

This	course	is	open	to	seniors	only	and	includes	the	
study of circular, polynomial, exponential, logarith-
mic, rational, and radical functions, polar equations 
and complex numbers, vectors, simple probability and 
data analysis, limits, continuity, and simple derivatives. 
The	course	develops	the	skills	needed	to	cope	with	the	
mathematical demands of a technological society with 
an emphasis on the application of math to real-life situ-
ations. Students are presumed to have knowledge of lin-
ear, quadratic, exponential, and logarithmic equations, 
matrix arithmetic, elementary functions, graphing 
complex	numbers,	counting	and	probability.	They	will	
be required to learn the prerequisite topics to a greater 
depth and degree of formality. Students will be able to 
take	the	Math	Studies	SL	level	IB	exam	after	comple-
tion of this course.  A graphing calculator is required.       
prerequiSite:		Completion	of	Algebra	2	or	Interactive	
Math	3	with	a	“C”.	UC/CSU	(c)	

IB-SL Math Year 1 (P)  Year · 10 CreditS

IB	Math	Year	1	is	the	first	year	of	a	two-year	course	that	
covers function analysis, trigonometric functions and 
graphs, right triangle and wrapping function trigonom-
etry, including law of sines and cosines, right triangles, 
trigonometric identities, complex numbers, polar graph-
ing,	DeMoivre’s	theorem,	the	Binomial	Theorem,	differ-
ential and integral calculus and some elementary statis-
tics.	The	goal	of	this	course	is	to	develop	analytical	and	
technical skills in students that may be applied in a vari-
ety of academic settings from social science to engineer-
ing and physics. Mathematics SL covers topics with a 
high degree of mathematical rigor with analytical proofs 
of theorems presented where appropriate. Students will 
apply topics to real world problems and problem solving 
settings. Applied problem sets and projects may periodi-
cally be assigned to prepare students for diploma pro-
gram	assessments.	They	will	be	encouraged	to	develop	
an appreciation of the global nature of mathematics and 
the contributions that have been made by persons from a 
variety of cultures. Students will be capable of taking SL 
level	IB	exam	in	the	spring	of	their	senior	year.	A	graph-
ing calculator is required. prerequiSite: Completion of 
Algebra	2	with	a	“C”	or	better.	UC/CSU	(c)

IB-SL Math Year 2 (H) Year · 10 CreditS

This	the	second	year	of	a	two-year	course	that	covers	
function analysis, trigonometric functions and graphs, 
right triangle and wrapping function trigonometry, 
including law of sines and cosines, right triangles, trigo-
nometric identities, complex numbers, polar graphing, 
DeMoivre’s	theorem,	the	Binomial	Theorem,	differential	
and integral calculus and some elementary statistics. 
The	goal	of	this	course	is	to	develop	analytical	and	tech-
nical skills in students that may be applied in a variety 
of academic settings from social science to engineering 
and physics. Mathematics SL covers topics with a high 
degree of mathematical rigor with analytical proofs of 
theorems presented where appropriate. Students will 
apply topics to real world problems and problem solving 
settings. Applied problem sets and projects may periodi-
cally be assigned to prepare students for diploma pro-
gram	assessments.	They	will	be	encouraged	to	develop	
an appreciation of the global nature of mathematics and 
the contributions that have been made by persons from 
a variety of cultures. Students will be capable of taking 
the	SL	level	IB	exam	in	the	spring	of	their	senior	year.	A	
graphing calculator is required.  prerequiSite: Comple-
tion	of	IB	Math	Year	1	with	a	“C”	or	better.	UC/CSU	(c)
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Mathematics IB (HL1) (H) Year · 10 CreditS

Mathematics HL is a two-year course that covers func-
tion analysis, trigonometric functions and graphs, right 
triangle and wrapping function trigonometry, includ-
ing law of sines and cosines, right triangles, trigono-
metric identities, complex numbers, polar graphing, 
DeMoivre’s	theorem,	proof	by	induction,	the	Binomial	
Theorem,	differential	and	integral	calculus	and	some	
elementary	statistics.	The	goal	of	this	course	is	to	
develop analytical and technical skills in students that 
may be applied in a variety of academic settings from 
social science to engineering and physics. Math HL cov-
ers topics with a high degree of mathematical rigor with 
analytical proofs of theorems presented where appropri-
ate. Students will apply topics to real-world problems 
and problem-solving settings. Students will be prepared 
for	the	HL	level	IB	exam	in	the	spring	of	their	senior	
year. A graphing calculator is required. prerequiSite: 
Completion	of	Honors	Algebra	2	with	a	“B”	or	better.	
UC/CSU	(c)

Mathematics IB (HL2) (H) Year · 10 CreditS

This	the	second	year	of	a	two-year	course	that	covers	
function analysis, trigonometric functions and graphs, 
right triangle and wrapping function trigonometry, 
including law of sines and cosines, right triangles, trigo-
nometric identities, complex numbers, polar graphing, 
DeMoivre’s	theorem,	proof	by	induction,	the	Bino-
mial	Theorem,	differential	and	integral	calculus	and	
some	elementary	statistics.	The	goal	of	this	course	is	to	
develop analytical and technical skills in students that 
may be applied in a variety of academic settings from 
social science to engineering and physics. Math HL 
covers topics with a high degree of mathematical rigor 
with analytical proofs of theorems presented where 
appropriate. Students will apply topics to real-world 
problems and problem-solving settings. Students will 
be	prepared	for	the	HL	level	IB	exam	in	the	spring	of	
their senior year.  A graphing calculator is required.                        
prerequiSite:	Completion	of	IB-HL	Math	Year	1	with	a	
“B”	or	better.	UC/CSU	(c)

Additional Math Options are listed on page 61.

Junior	and	Senior	Science	Options
IB Biology (SL)  Year · 10 CreditS 

This	course	provides	students	with	an	in-depth	study	
of	biological	concepts	and	principles.	IB	Biology	SL	
includes biochemistry, cell biology, classic genetics, 
molecular	genetics,	biotechnology,	and	evolution.	The	
course focuses on the structure and function of liv-
ing organisms and the interactions between organisms 
and their environment. It includes an in-depth study 
of plants and animals, including evolutionary relation-
ships, anatomy and physiology, and the principles of 
ecology.	There	is	a	strong	component	emphasizing	the	
process of scientific inquiry. Students will be capable 
of	taking	the	SL	level	IB	exam	in	the	spring	of	their	
junior year. prerequiSite: Completion of Chemistry or 
Advanced	Biology	with	a	“C”	or	better.	Students	who	
have	no	prior	high	school	science	experience	or	a	differ-
ent high school science experience must meet with the 
IB	Biology	teacher	before	enrolling	in	this	class.	UC/
CSU	(d)

IB Chemistry (SL)  Year · 10 CreditS 
This	course	focuses	on	matter	and	its	interactions.	The	
purpose	is	to	develop	students’	understanding	of	the	
physical world around them and how chemical pro-
cesses	take	place.	This	understanding	will	be	developed	
through lecture and laboratory investigations that will 
help	develop	the	students’	analytical	and	problem-solv-
ing abilities. Students will learn about matter, measure-
ment, chemical names and formulae, atomic structure, 
the period table, chemical reactions, phases of matter, 
solution	and	chemical	bonds.	They	will	also	study	reac-
tion energy, reaction rates, chemical equilibrium, acids 
and bases, oxidation and reduction, organic chemistry, 
and two optional topics selected by the teacher. Students 
will	be	capable	of	taking	the	SL	level	IB	exam	in	the	
spring of their junior year. prerequiSiteS: Completion 
of	Geometry	with	a	“B”	or	better	or	Algebra	2	with	a	
“C” or better. Completion of Chemistry and Advanced 
Biology	with	a	“C”	or	better.	Students	who	have	no	prior	
high	school	science	experience	or	a	different	high	school	
science	experience	must	meet	with	the	IB	Chemistry	
teacher	before	enrolling	in	this	class.	UC/CSU	(d)	

IB-SL Environmental Systems 
& Societies (SL) (P) Year · 10 CreditS 

This	course	provides	students	with	a	perspective	of	the	
interrelationships between environments and the societ-
ies in which we live. Students will be asked to examine 
their own relationship with the environment and the 
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significance of the choices they make in their lives on 
both a local level as well an international level. Topics 
included will be the ecosystem, human populations, 
conservation, biodiversity, pollution management, and 
global	warming.	The	course	encourages	students	to	use	
a holistic perspective in studying environmental sci-
ence that includes scientific, ethical and socio-political 
aspects. Students will complete a scientific investigation 
project involving data collection and evaluation. Stu-
dents	will	be	prepared	to	take	the	SL	level	IB	exam	in	the	
spring.	UC/CSU	(d)	

Additional science electives are listed on page 68.

Junior	and	Senior	Electives	
 IB Economics (SL) (H) Year · 10 CreditS

IB	Economics	SL	aims	to	promote	awareness	of	how	
the impact of economics shapes global cooperation and 
decision-making by states as well as individuals.  To 
achieve this understanding, students are taught eco-
nomic theories, ideas and happenings from the points 
of	view	of	different	individuals,	nations	and	cultures	
in	the	world	economy.	 The	class	focuses	on	how	indi-
viduals and governments make decisions using various 
fiscal and monetary policies to stabilize and promote 
economic	growth.	 There	is	weight	given	to	international	
and development economics as application of economic 
theory.	 Students	can	take	the	IB	Economics	SL	test	or	
the	AP	Macroeconomics	test	if	they	choose.	UC/CSU	(g)

IB Music (SL) (HL) (H)         Year  · 10 CreditS

Musical Perception and Analysis is designed to prepare 
students to analyze widely diverse musical genres and 
styles from both a historical and a cultural perspective. 
Students	study	elemental	building	blocks	of	music	(mel-
ody, harmony, rhythm, texture, and form) as well as the 
function	of	music.	This	stream	of	study	culminates	in	a	
study	of	IB	prescribed	works.	Students	study	a	variety	
of cultural topics and eras of music, as well as a study of 
tradition and popular music styles. Students learn how 
to	write	about	music.	This	stream	of	study	culminates	in	
the Musical Links Investigation, a required element of 
the	diploma	in	music.	This	course	is	designed	to	prepare	
the	high	school	musicians	for	the	IB	diploma	in	music.	
prerequiSiteS: Consent of teacher, ability to read 
music, working knowledge of major and minor scales 
and	circle	of	fifths.	UC/CSU	(f)

IB Social and Cultural Anthropology (SL) (P)    
Year · 10 CreditS

Social and cultural anthropology is the comparative 
study of culture and human societies. It explores the 
general principles of social and cultural life, and the 
characteristics	of	specific	societies	and	cultures.	This	
class will incorporate both local and global perspec-
tives, and focus on urban and rural cultures, regional 
inequalities	and	all	aspects	of	today’s	world.	Anthro-
pology contributes to an understanding of such 
contemporary issues as war and conflict, the environ-
ment, poverty, problems of injustice, inequality and 
human rights. A distinctive feature of this cultural 
anthropology course is ethnography, a scientific 
description of the customs of peoples and cultures.  
Students	can	elect	to	take	the	IB	Social	and	Cultural	
Anthropology	exam	if	they	choose.		UC/CSU	(g)	

IB Studio Art (SL) (HL) (H)              Year  · 10 CreditS

This	course	is	open	to	all	juniors	or	seniors	from	any	
learning community on campus. In this rigorous, 
interdisciplinary art course, students are taught to 
think about making art as a way to research science, 
history, religion, psychology and other subjects. Stu-
dents will develop an investigation question driven by 
their own interests, and use the year to explore this 
question through research, discussion, writing, draw-
ing & painting, sculpture, and multi-media. Each 
student	will	make	between	10-20	pieces	of	art	in	any	
media they choose. A fundamental aspect of the class 
is the research workbook, where students document 
their investigations and reflections in the form of 
sketches, images and writing. Students will have the 
option	to	take	the	SL	level	IB	Exam	in	the	first	year	
of	the	course,	or	the	HL	level	IB	exam	if	they	choose	
to take the course again in the spring of their second 
year.  All students will plan an individual exhibi-
tion of their body of work to be shown during Spring 
semester.	A	passing	score	on	the	IB	exam	is	accepted	
for college credit at many universities. Although all 
students will need a high degree of self-motivation 
and commitment to academic work, you do not have 
to have highly advanced art skills to excel.  Prereq-
uisite: One year of art or permission of the instruc-
tor.	UC/CSU	(f)
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cas

  CAS	Course	Progressions
9th 10th 11th 12th

A Freshmen	Seminar	History World	History	and	Cultures United	States	History	 American	Government

B Freshmen	Seminar	English	1A World	Literature	 American	Literature Genre	&	Composition	

C Interactive	Math	2 Interactive	Math	3 Interactive	Math	4 AP	Statistics	(H)
AP	Calculus	AB	(H)
IB	Math	Studies	(SL)

Honors	Geometry** Honors	Algebra	2** Honors	Math	Analysis**

D Advanced	Biology CAS-Anatomy	&	Physiology Chemistry See	Science	options	starting	
on	pg.	68

E World	Language	Progressions	- See	page	79

F Intro	to	Computer	Arts ROP	Art	of	Video	Prod.	(CTE) CAS-Adv.	Studio	Edit	(CTE)	(P)
CAS-Digital	Photo	(CTE)(P)

G Economics

Social	Justice	Seminar:	History

See	elective	options	starting	on	pg.	56

**	For	placement	policies	for	honors	and	advanced	classes,	see	pages	6.

COMMUNICATION	
ARTS	&	SCIENCES
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Communication	Arts	and	Sciences	(CAS)	was	founded	in	1997	by	teachers	and	families	who	
had	the	goal	of	tapping	into	the	rich	diversity	of	Berkeley	High	students	to	create	a	heteroge-
neous	learning	community	of	240	self-directed	and	independent	learners.	Distinguished	by	
its	focus	on	critical	thinking,	social	justice,	media	literacy,	and	service	learning,	CAS	offers	
an	academically	rigorous	course	of	study	and	trains	its	students	to	communicate	effectively	in	
both print and electronic media through curriculum built around experiential learning–learn-
ing by doing. In addition to traditional forms of expression like fiction, essays, lab reports and 
research papers, students create their own videos, podcasts and print projects, and they travel 
to	museums,	theaters,	cultural	centers	and	to	countries	like	Cuba,	Mexico	and	Vietnam.
When students commit to the four-year CAS curriculum, 
they voluntarily give up the safety of homogeneous learn-
ing and learn how to communicate, collaborate and excel 
within	a	diverse	community.	The	curriculum	and	the	fac-
ulty ensure an atmosphere of academic rigor while facili-
tating	and	respecting	different	learning	styles	and	cultural	
experiences. To excel in CAS, a student must meet the dual 
challenges	of	intellectual	mastery	and	effective	collabora-
tion in the classroom and in the larger world.

CAS	classes	are	heterogeneous	and	challenging;	students	
who	have	achieved	different	levels	of	academic	success	are	
taught together in demanding academic core and elective 
classes	designed	to	engage	every	student.	For	students	who	
are interested in supplementary academic challenges, CAS 
offers	a	second	English	class	for	11th	and	12th	graders:	
Advance	Placement	(AP)	English.	Classes	are	integrated	
with cross-disciplinary assignments and consistent articu-
lation	between	the	grade	levels.	The	English/History	Core	
emphasizes written communication throughout the four-
year curriculum and focuses on the development of criti-

cal thinking and analysis. Opportunities to explore areas 
of interest to individual students exist in all grades. CAS 
classes are challenging, benefiting students who have high 
achievement records as well as those who have struggled 
in	school.	The	school’s	collaborative	teaching	model	and	
close student-teacher relationships create an environment 
in	which	teachers	are	able	to	carefully	assess	student	effort	
and performance and find ways to motivate and challenge 
each student to meet his/her full intellectual potential.

Freshman	Year	Courses
Essential	Question
• 9tH grade: “Who am I and how do I fit into our diverse 

society?” 

English 1 (P) Year · 10 CreditS

Freshmen Seminar: English
Students pursue the essential question for the CAS 
freshman year through extensive reading, writing, and 
discussion.	Through	discussion,	research,	and	evalua-
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cas
tion, they explore various philosophies and approaches 
to	human	society.		The	class	reads	literature	that	pro-
poses alternate points of view towards the question of 
our	society	and	what	is	fair.		What	is	human	nature	(are	
we	naturally	generous	and	collective;	or	naturally	vio-
lent and competitive)? What is the role of government?  
How do we lead the most fulfilling lives?

Second semester, we explore issues directly facing youth 
today.  In addition to reading books, poetry and short 
stories, the “journalism unit” provides a brief intro-
duction to issues in journalistic reporting – though 
studying newspapers and doing our own investigative 
and	feature	stories.	We	look	at	many	different	ways	that	
people have represented teenage issues and students will 
propose	their	own	solutions.		These	solutions	will	be	
represented in class work but also in the CAS commu-
nity through student government and the development 
of the culture of the learning community.  We compare 
our own practice to the activism of young people all over 
the	world.	UC/CSU	(b)

Global Studies (P) Year · 10 CreditS

Freshmen Seminar: History
Students begin the year by examining their own per-
sonal identity and heritage. Who are you? Where do you 
come from? How do you fit into the world around us? 
We then expand our lens to look at various structures 
of identity, such as culture and race. We look at case 
studies	of	different	peoples	and	their	experiences	in	the	
United	States	depending	on	their	own	personal	or	group	
identities, including youth identity and American iden-
tity.

Second semester, we focus on issues directly facing 
youth today: healthy decision-making, substance aware-
ness,	sexuality,	and	gender	identity	to	name	a	few.	This	
semester’s	work	is	grounded	in	academic	case	studies	
that look at the evolution of these issues over time. We 
also devote significant time and energy to a culminat-
ing project that explores various movements for social 
change	in	the	world.	UC/CSU	(a)

IMP Math  
See	math	course	descriptions	on	page	61.

Advanced Biology (P)  Year · 10 CreditS 
This	course	considers	the	basic	concepts	of	biology	from	
an experimental and biochemical viewpoint. Topics 
include the origin of life, unity and diversity of life, bio-
energetics	(cell	respiration,	photosynthesis,	enzyme	func-
tions) genetics, evolution, anatomy and physiology, and 
ecology. Emphasis is placed on understanding science and 
its	role	in	society.	Experimentation	is	stressed.	UC/CSU	(d)

Sophomore	Year	Courses
Essential	Question
• 10tH grade: “What is the nature of a just society?” 

World Literature (P) Year · 10 CreditS

In this course students examine literature from around 
the world and write in a variety of genres to analyze the 
essential questions. Students are part of a learning com-
munity in which peers work together to make meaning, 
provide useful feedback, and push and support each 
other	to	reach	your	potential.	They	improve	critical	
reading and writing skills by using the writing process 
to deepen understanding of texts and experiences. In 
the culminating project, students develop and produce 
a reflective portfolio that illustrates their awareness of 
their growth, strengths and weaknesses as a thinker, 
reader,	writer,	and	communicator.	UC/CSU	(b)

World History and Cultures (P) Year · 10 CreditS

In this course we study some of the major political, 
economic and social developments in the world since 
the	late	18th	century.	We	begin	with	a	consideration	of	
the state of the world today and some key global issues, 
then explore major events and ideas that have shaped 
the	modern	world.	These	include:	the	rise	of	nationalism	
and	democracy;	industrialization	and	the	development	
of	a	global,	capitalist	economy;	late	19th	century	impe-
rialism	in	Africa	and	Asia;	the	world	wars	and	genocide	
in	the	20th	century;	and	Third	World	revolutions	and	
movements for self determination and justice.

With the use of broad, open-ended and often provocative 
central questions to tie together the many diverse activi-
ties of each unit, students will see how knowledge builds 
and	grows	towards	tentative	conclusions.	They	will	con-
sider multiple perspectives on events and issues as they 
develop skills of historical research and interpretation. 
They	should	be	able	to	identify	with	the	experiences	of	
people	from	different	backgrounds	and	time	periods.	
UC/CSU	(a)

IMP Math  
See	math	course	descriptions	on	page	61.

CAS Anatomy and Physiology (H)  Year · 10 CreditS

10th	grade	students	in	CAS	enroll	in	Honors	Human	
Anatomy and Physiology. This	course	builds	on	the	
understanding of cells students acquired in Advance 
Biology	in	the	ninth	grade	and	extends	this	knowledge	
in the more specific areas of anatomy and physiology 
through an in-depth examination of the human body. 
In	so	doing,	this	class	strengthens	students’	educational	
foundation	for	their	11th	grade	science	class,	Chemistry.	
The	course	focuses	on	the	different	aspects	of	body	func-
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tioning including the cardiovascular, immune, skeletal 
and muscular systems and how those systems function 
together.	Through	dissections,	labs	and	activities,	the	
challenging,	rigorous	curriculum	is	accessible	to	10th	
grade students. 

The	human	body	is	of	high	interest	to	students	and	is	
very relevant to their lives. Understanding	one’s	own	
body is essential for maintaining health and coping with 
disease. In	keeping	with	CAS’s	emphasis	on	social	jus-
tice and media studies, all students in this class will help 
produce one television show focusing on health and the 
human	body.	UC/CSU	(d)

CAS - Computer Art (P)  Year · 10 CreditS

This	course	is	designed	to	introduce	students	to	the	
graphic capabilities of the computer as a tool for artistic 
expression. Students will learn how to use graphics soft-
ware	(Photoshop	and	Illustrator)	to	manipulate	images	
from	digital	cameras,	scanners	and	the	Internet.	There	
will be a focus on learning art fundamentals, composi-
tion, line, shape, space, color theory, texture and pat-
terning as they apply to graphic design. Students will 
explore how technology can be used as a tool in the 
making of a wide variety of art forms, such as collage, 
political commentary, bookmaking, portraiture, pho-
tojournalism and mixed media sculpture. Students will 
be expected to create a digital portfolio, participate in 
critiques	and	exhibit	their	work.	UC/CSU	(f)

Junior	Year	Courses
Essential	Question
• 11tH grade: What does it mean to be an American? 

What principles, hopes and ideals are embodied in “the 
American dream”? What does this dream promise, and 
to what extent have these promises been fulfilled? 

American Literature (P)  Year · 10 CreditS 
This	year-long	survey	of	American	literature	covers	
major works from the mid-nineteenth century to the 
present	and	is	integrated	with	thematic	units	in	U.S.	
History so that students can more thoroughly examine 
the political and social landscapes surrounding the 
literature. Students explore essential questions such 
as: “What is the nature of freedom?” and “What is the 
American	Dream	and	does	it	really	exist?”	Students	read	
and analyze the various genres of American literature, 
write creative and essay-length responses, and give oral 
presentations on content topics, incorporating video and 
other	advanced	technological	resources.	UC/CSU	(b)

AP Literature & Composition 
Augmentation (P) (H) Year · 10 CreditS 

This	college-level	writing	course	is	designed	to	augment	
and	integrate	with	American	Literature.	There	is	an	
additional two hours per week on-line component and 
0	or	7	period	class	time.	Juniors	who	wish	to	take	the	
AP Literature and Composition test in May will enroll 
in this augmentation course taught by their English 
teacher.	UC/CSU	(b)

U.S. History (P) Year · 10 CreditS

What does it mean to be an American? What principles, 
hopes and ideals are included in “the American dream?” 
What does this dream promise, and to what extent 
have these promises been fulfilled? Has American his-
tory been a history of progress? How successful have 
marginalized groups been in their struggles to gain full 
membership in our society? In this course, students 
explore these and other essential questions in a study 
of	the	major	turning	points	in	20th	century	American	
history, with an emphasis on the social, cultural, politi-
cal and economic developments that have challenged 
America to broaden its founding definitions of freedom 
and equality.

Students will develop a complex understanding of the 
major	ideas	and	events	that	have	shaped	the	United	
States in the last one hundred years and will learn how 
knowledge of the past can illuminate possible answers 
to the issues and problems which confront our country 
today. With the use of broad, open-ended and often 
provocative central questions to tie together the many 
diverse activities of each unit, students will see how 
knowledge builds and grows towards tentative conclu-
sions.	They	will	consider	multiple	perspectives	on	events	
and issues as they develop skills of historical research 
and	interpretation;	they	should	also	be	able	to	identify	
with	the	experiences	of	people	from	different	back-
grounds	and	time	periods.	UC/CSU	(a)

IMP Math   
See	math	course	descriptions	on	page	61.

CAS Chemistry (P) Year · 10 CreditS

Why does soda fizz when you open a bottle? How does 
a cold pack get cold? Why does popcorn pop? How does 
the battery in your calculator work? How can we make 
fireworks	with	so	many	different	colors?	What	is	nuclear	
energy	and	why	is	it	so	controversial?	The	answers	to	
these questions lie in the study of chemistry. Chemistry 
focuses on understanding the world around us on a par-
ticulate level. Since much of what we will study cannot 
be seen with the naked eye, we will spend a great deal of 
time gathering evidence and data through experimenta-
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cas
tion and then creating models to understand our results. 
The	field	of	chemistry	is	the	product	of	generations	of	
intensely creative thought and experimentation, and it 
contains	the	seeds	of	the	continuing	efforts	of	human-
kind to understand, predict, and appreciate the universe 
in	which	we	live.	UC/CSU	(d)

ROP Art of Video   
Production (P) (CTE) Year · 10 CreditS

This	course	will	focus	on	four	areas	of	study:	media	
literacy training, fiction/documentary production, inte-
grated media projects with CAS academic classes and 
media internships. 

Media literacy serves as the foundation of the curricu-
lum in which we will develop our critical thinking and 
viewing skills in the areas of point of view, narrative, 
discourse and diversity. We will focus on how conven-
tional media manipulates the way we receive informa-
tion while we simultaneously construct images ourselves 
to more accurately reflect our experiences. As we explore 
a variety of elements in fiction and documentary pro-
duction, we will produce work that will depart from 
conventional	media.	Through	integrated	media	projects	
with the CAS junior academic classes, we will have the 
opportunity to engage in deeper interdisciplinary work. 
For	example,	oral	history	projects	allow	us	to	study	our	
place within various significant historical moments 
and research our own family histories using a variety 
of multimedia tools. We will develop skills in research-
ing,	interviewing	and	storytelling.	Finally,	we	will	apply	
our media skills to projects that explore social justice 
issues in the CAS curriculum and to projects that serve 
the broader community. Media internships provide the 
opportunity to choose an area of expertise in which you 
will explore the professional world of media, expand 
your media skills and knowledge and apply your skills to 
a service-learning project. Choices include: video, radio, 
music production, television, web design, photography, 
spoken word and print media in partnership with Youth 
Radio,	Youth	Sounds	and	Bump	Records,	Youth	Speaks,	
Berkeley	Community	Media,	the	Pacific	Film	Archive	
and	others.	UC/CSU	(f)

Senior	Year	Courses
CAS	Senior	Year	
Essential	Question
• 12tH grade: “How is social change accomplished and 

what can I do to bring about social change for a more 
just society?”

Students participate in a year-long core English/History/
Media class that includes independent reading and writ-
ing	and	small	discussion	groups.	Their	semester-long	
community service internship provides valuable experi-
ence	in	the	larger	world.	Students	prepare	a	Senior	The-
sis that includes a research paper, an internship evalu-
ation, and a presentation before a panel of teachers and 
community experts.

Social Justice Seminar  
Senior year in CAS is the culmination of the CAS expe-
rience.	The	Senior	Seminar	revisits	and	deepen	themes	
introduced in prior years, particularly examining the 
question “How is social change accomplished, and 
what can I do to bring about social change for a more 
just society?” We integrate ideas and skills from the 
disciplines of social science, English, communication 
arts,	media	technology,	and	service	learning.	The	Social	
Justice	Seminar	includes	BEST	History,	Composition/
Genre in Literature and ROP Advanced Studio/Editing. 
We bring all of these approaches to bear on the project 
of	making	a	difference	in	society,	of	becoming	young	
people who do not just witness history but make it. 

The	course	is	subtitled	“Social	Justice,	Social	Responsi-
bility and Social Change.” We examine the meaning of 
these terms and ultimately determine each of our roles 
in bringing them to bear. What are the characteristics of 
a just society? What are the major problems we confront 
today, locally and globally? What is each of our personal 
responsibility to our local community, to the larger 
society, to the world? How do we define our “universe 
of obligation,” the people and principles we care about 
enough	to	stand	up	for?	What	difference	can	each	of	us	
make? We do not have any simple answers to these ques-
tions. It is our goal for everyone to arrive at their own 
answers through serious study and involvement with 
each other and the larger community. 

caS BeSt HiStory (p)  Year · 10 CreditS

BEST	stands	for	Berkeley	Experiential	Senior	Transition	
and its goal is to get students out into the world. CAS 
BEST	History	combines	experiential	learning	with	a	rig-
orous history curriculum, weaving in critical aspects of 
the college application process. Subtitled “Social Justice, 
Social Responsibility and Social Change,” the course 
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examines the meaning of these terms and students 
determine each of our roles in bringing them to bear. 
Essential	Questions:	What	are	the	characteristics	of	a	
just society? What are the major problems we confront 
today, locally and globally? What is my responsibility to 
our local community, to the larger society, to the world? 
We examine these questions from a historical, political, 
economic and sociological lens.

The	Service	Learning	Project,	Senior	Thesis	and	Senior	
Exhibition are the culminating assignments of the 
Senior Seminar. Each student begins a service placement 
in	October	that	continues	through	May.	The	Senior	The-
sis is based on a topic related to the service project. In 
May and June students create and present a Senior Exhi-
bition which includes oral and media components and 
details their learning through their Service Learning 
Project	and	their	Senior	Thesis.	UC/CSU	(a)

coMpoSition/genre in literature (p)  Year · 10 CreditS

Thematically	linked	to	BEST	History,	this	course	focuses	
on	improving	students’	ability	to	write	clear,	cohesive	
and	effective	essays	in	a	short	amount	of	time.	CAS	
seniors write in a variety of genres, including but not 
limited	to	essays	(personal,	persuasive,	literary	response,	
definition, analytical and synthesis), short stories, 
poetry, speeches and debate statements. Students read 
and	analyze	many	different	types	of	writing,	including	
novels, science fiction, essays, editorials, poetry, short 
stories	and	documentary	theater	pieces.	Through	dis-
cussion, debate and writing, CAS seniors explore impor-
tant,	real-world	issues.	UC/CSU	(b)

ROP-Advanced Digital Photography or  
ROP-Advanced Studio Editing (CTE)

In their senior year, CAS students will have the option to 
take either of these courses.

See	course	descriptions	on	pages	74-75.

ap language & coMpoSition   
augMentation (ap) (H) Year · 10 CreditS

This	college-level	writing	course	is	designed	to	augment	
and is completely integrated with their senior English 
Composition	and	Genre	as	Literature	courses.	There	is	
an additional two hours per week online component and 
0	or	7	period	class	time.	Seniors	who	wish	to	take	the	
AP Language and Composition test in May will enroll 
in this augmentation course taught by their English 
teacher.	UC/CSU	(b)

Government/Economics (P) Year · 10 CreditS

American Government and Economics provides the 
foundations for “civic literacy” as described by the Cali-
fornia State History-Social Studies Content Standards. 
The	topics	covered	in	American	Government	and	Eco-
nomics are introductory in nature, but provide the foun-
dations for students to understand the workings of our 
political and economic systems and therefore to see the 
possibilities for points of entry for themselves and oth-
ers.	The	idea	is	to	give	the	students	the	tools	for	critical	
decision-making about and participation in American 
society. As always in CAS, the themes of social justice and 
social change are central to everything we study. In order 
to change the system, we must understand how it works – 
that	is	the	goal	of	this	course.	UC/CSU	(g)

Math	
See	course	descriptions	on	page	61.

Senior	Science	Options
See course descriptions on page 68.  

Electives
See	Elective	offerings	starting	on	page	56.
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GREEN
				ACADEMY	

	

The	mission	of	the	Green	Academy	is	1)	to	prepare	students	for	college	and	green	
careers,	2)	to	provide	opportunities	in	science	and	mathematics	for	all	students,	and	3)	
to engage students in understanding and solving the problems that face humanity and 
our	planet	in	the	21st	century.	The	Green	Academy	is	open	to	seniors	only.	

All Green Academy students will participate in projects at the high school and the wider 
community that are woven into the science, and humanities curricula. Projects include: 
exploring sustainable energy options, habitat restoration, promoting environmental 
literacy and green education, gardening, investigating the impact of pollution, and find-
ing ways to reduce waste. Green Academy seniors have an internship in the community 
which gives them the opportunity to put their learning about sustainability into real-
world	practice.	Our	internship	partners	include	organizations	such	as	the	David	Brower	
Center,	Stop	Waste,	the	Herb	Singer	Green	Scholars,	East	Bay	Green	Tour,	East	Bay	
Green Corridor, Rising Sun Energy Services, and PG&E.
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Green Academy
Sustainable Energy and Environmental Science Pathways
Math,	Science,	and	World	Language		Options	

See	course	descriptions	on	pages	61,	68,	79.

Senior	Year	Courses
H.E.A.T. S.E.E.D.

12th Composition/Writing
Government/Economics
Math
World	Language,	Art	or	

Elective

Composition/Writing
Government/Economics
Math
AP	Environmental	Science
World	Language,	Art	or	

Elective

Essential	Question
• 12tH grade: “How can I participate in creating a sus-

tainable and just world?”

Composition (P)  Fall · 5 CreditS  
Writing (P)  SPring · 5 CreditS

These	two	semester-long	courses	emphasize	critical	
thinking in extended compositions including non-
fiction essays and the college-level research paper. 
Throughout	the	year	students	analyze	and	practice	the	
craft of writing using a variety of rhetorical approaches. 
During	the	fall	semester	students	complete	their	per-
sonal statements for their college applications. Integra-
tion with Economics in the fall and Government in the 
spring supports the development of analytical college-
level	research	papers	both	semesters.	UC/CSU	(b)	

ap language &  
coMpoSition augMentation (H) Year · 10 CreditS

This	college-level	writing	course	is	designed	to	aug-
ment and is completely integrated with their senior 
English	Composition	and	Writing	courses.	There	is	an	
additional	two	hours	per	week	online	component	and	0	
period	class	time.	UC/CSU	(b)

Economics (P)  SemeSter · 5 CreditS 
In this one-semester course, students study how people 
organize themselves to make a living, with an emphasis 
on how the capitalist system is organized and how it is 
changing in this era of globalization. Students explore 
how American capitalism addresses human needs, how 
events	that	affect	the	U.S.	economy	impact	people’s	lives,	
and	what	ethical	issues	confront	U.S	workers	and	busi-
nesses.	The	course	emphasizes	personal	agency,	analysis	
of bias and perspective, critical thinking, research and 
writing skills, argumentation, public speaking, and use 
of	various	presentation	tools..	UC/CSU	(g)

Government (P)  SemeSter · 5 CreditS 
This	course	examines	how	power	and	government	are	
organized	in	U.S.	society.	Students	study	the	structure	
of federal, state and local government and the influence 
of government on community needs in areas such as 
health, education, law and welfare. Students explore how 
to	affect	relevant	issues	of	civil	liberties,	rights,	social	
justice	and	the	environment.	The	course	emphasizes	
personal agency analysis of bias and perspective, critical 
thinking, research and writing skills, argumentation, 
public speaking, and use of various presentation tools. 
UC/CSU	(a)

BEST- English (P)  Fall · 5 CreditS

BEST -History (P)  SPring · 5 CreditS

This	senior	level	course	brings	together	the	
environmental science, sustainable energy, and 
social justice. Students will put together their own 
research project and complete a thesis project 
from	that	assignment.	During	this	course	students	
will	participate	in	internships	within	the	Berkeley	
community. UC/CSU	(g)

Senior	Math	Options
See	course	descriptions	on	page	61.	

Senior	Science	Options 
See course descriptions on page 68.  

Electives
See	Elective	offerings	starting	on	page	56.



54

Berkeley H
igh School Course Catalog 2014-15

independent stu
dyin

de
pe

nd
en

t 
st

u
dy

As	a	Berkeley	High	School	program	Berke-
ley	Independent	Study	offers	an	equivalent	
academic option to the traditional class-
room environment for students who prefer 
the flexibility and individualized format of 
independent study. 
Berkeley	Independent	Study	is	housed	in	a	beautiful	off-
campus facility that provides a home-away-from-home 
environment.	The	Berkeley	Independent	Study	program	
prepares students for college and career and fulfills the 
same	graduation	requirements	as	students	on	the	Berke-
ley	High	School	campus.	Students	earn	a	Berkeley	High	
School diploma upon completion and may participate 
in	BHS	activities.	The	primary	difference	is	that	BIS	is	
more	individually	focused.	BIS	students	regularly	meet	
with teachers, either individually or in small groups, but 
complete most of their work on their own—spending an 
average of ten hours per course per week on homework. 
Honors	and	AP	classes	are	offered	at	BIS,	in	addition	to	the	
standard curriculum.

Students	find	BIS	attractive	for	many	different	reasons.	
Some excel academically and/or want to begin taking 
college courses. Some seek the flexibility of scheduling 
available	at	BIS	because	they	have	daytime	jobs,	must	care	
for children, or have to schedule around time-consuming 
athletic or artistic pursuits. Some have emotional or health 
issues and need extra support. Some simply prefer an 
alternative educational environment. In any case, students 
must	be	self-motivated	and	organized	to	succeed	at	BIS.

With	a	few	exceptions,	BIS	works	on	a	quarter	system	in	
which	one	quarter	corresponds	to	one	BHS	semester.	Each	
quarter,	BIS	students	may	enroll	in	up	to	three	courses,	
earning	up	to	15	units	of	credit.	They	can	earn	up	to	60	
units over the period of one school year.  If a particular 
course	is	not	offered	at	BIS,	students	may	concurrently	
enroll	in	a	maximum	of	two	courses	at	BHS,	based	on	
availability. In some cases, with administrative approval, 
students may take courses at a community college.

Mission	Statement
Providing quality personalized instruction for two 
decades... 
Our mission is to provide our students with an excellent 
education that prepares them to become critical think-
ers, independent learners and successful individuals. 
An independent study student benefits from the one-
on-one relationships they have with their teachers and 
mentors, which help them to develop intellectually and 
personally.	With	the	support	they	receive	at	BIS	students	
improve their self-organization and discipline and are 
allowed to explore and develop their own academic and 
extra-curricular interests.

Additional	Support	Programs	for		 	
BIS	Students
Tutoring

BIS	provides	cross-curriculum	academic	support	daily	
for	students	from	9AM	-	4	PM.	Students	can	schedule	
individual appointments or drop in during Study Hall.

Mentoring
Students meet one-on-one with their mentor weekly as 
a way to stay focused and succeed in their independent 
coursework. Mentors listen and provide feedback, check 
in with instructors, help with organization and study 
skills, contact parents, and provide creative solutions 
and encouragement.

Gardening
In our gardening based nutritional program, students 
grow greens and other fruits, and learn the art of cooking 
nutritious and healthy meals and snacks. Our school helps 
young people acquire skills for life--building community 
and getting their hands dirty.

	

	

BERKELEY
		INDEPENDENT
										STUDY

For	applications	and	further	information,	see	the	BUSD	
website at www.berkeley.net, or contact the Independent 
Study	Program	office,	in	Room	200	on	our	campus,	located	
at	2701	Martin	Luther	King	Way	(between	Berkelely	Tech-
nology	Academy	and	the	King	Child	Development	Center).	
The	BIS	phone	number	is	(510)	644-8592.		BIS	has	ongoing	
enrollment.		Please	contact	BIS	to	attend	orientation	ses-
sions	held	every	Monday	at	9am,	or	by	appointment. 
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BIS	Course	Offerings

English	(5	credits) English	(5	credits)
Required	Grade

9 English	1	A	(P) English	1	B	(P)
10 World	Literature	A	(P) World	Literature	B	(P)
11 American	Literature	A	(P) American	Literature	B	(P)
11-12 Reading/Writing	the	Short	Story	A Reading/Writing	the	Short	Story	B
11-12 Composition Composition
11-12 Women’s	Literature	A	(P) Women’s	Literature	B	(P)
11-12 World	of	Media	(P) Genre	in	Literature	(focus	on	Film)	(P)
11-12 Poetry:	Study	&	Practice	(P) Genre	in	Literature	(focus	on	Poetry)	(P)
11-12 Theoretical	Psychology	(P)	History	 Genre	in	Literature	(focus	on	Psychological	Literature)	(P)
11-12 Women’s	Literature	(P) Women’s	Studies	(P)	History
11-12 Bible	as	Literature	(P) Comparative	Religion	(P)	History
11-12 AP	Literature	and	Comp	A	(P) AP	Literature	and	Comp	B	(P)
11-12 AP	Language	and	Comp	A	(P) AP	Language	and	Comp	B	(P)
11-12 African	American	Literature	(P) African	American	Literature	(P)

History/Social	Science	(5	credits) History/Social	Science	(5	credits)
9 Ethnic	Studies Social	Living
10 World	History	and	Cultures	1	(P) World	History	and	Cultures	2	(P)
11 US	History	1	(P) US	History	2	(P)
12 American	Government	(P)

Economics
11-12 Sociology	(P) Anthropology	(P)
11-12 Theoretical	Psychology	(P) Genre	in	Literature	(Psychological	Literature)	(P)	English

Math	(5	credits) Math	(5	credits)
9 Algebra	1	A	Qtr	 Algebra	1	A	(P)
9 Algebra	1	B	Qtr	 Algebra	1	B	(P)
9-10 Geometry	A	Qtr	 Geometry	A	(P)
9-10 Geometry	B	Qtr	 Geometry	B	(P)
9 Honors	Geometry	A	Qtr	 Honors	Geometry	A	(H)
9 Honors	Geometry	B	Qtr	 Honors	Geometry	B	(H)
10-11 Algebra	2	A	Qtr	 Algebra	2A	(P)
10-11 Algebra	2	B	Qtr	 Algebra	2B	(P)
9-10 Honors	Algebra	2A	Qtr Honors	Algebra	2A		(H)
9-10 Honors	Algebra	2B	Qtr Honors	Algebra	2B		(H)
11-12 Math	Analysis	A	Qtr	 Math	Analysis	A	(P)
11-12 Math	Analysis	B	Qtr Math	Analysis	B	(P)
10-11 Honors	Math	Analysis	A	Qtr	 Honors	Math	Analysis	A	(H)
10-11 Honors	Math	Analysis	B	Qtr Honors	Math	Analysis	B	(H)
11-12	 AP	Calculus	AB	1	Qtr	 AP	Calculus	AB	1	(AP)
11-12	 AP	Calculus	AB	2	Qtr	 AP	Calculus	AB	2	(AP)

Science	(5	credits) Science	(5	credits)
9-10 Integrated	Science	1	(P) Integrated	Science	2	(P)
9-12 Advanced	Biology	1	D	(P) Advanced	Biology	2	D	(P)
10-12 Chemistry	1	(P) Chemistry	2	(P)
11-12 AP	Environmental	Science	1	(P) AP	Environmental	Science	2	(P)

World	Language	(5	credits) World	Language	(5	credits)
9-12 French	1	(P)	 French	2	(P)	
9-12 French	3	(P)	 French	4	(P)	
9-12 Spanish	1	(P) Spanish	2	(P)	
9-12	 Spanish	3	(P)	 Spanish	4	(P)
9-12 Spanish	5	(P) Spanish	6	(P)
9-12 Spanish	7	(P) Spanish	8	(P)
9-12 AP	Spanish	Seminar	(P) AP	Spanish	Seminar	(P)
9-12 AP	Spanish	Literature	(P) AP	Spanish	Literature	(P)
9-12 Spanish	for	Native	Speakers	1 Spanish	for	Native	Speakers	2
9-12 Spanish	for	Native	Speakers	3 Spanish	for	Native	Speakers	4

Visual	Arts	(5	credits) Visual	Arts	(5	credits)
9-12 Drawing	1	(P) Drawing	2	(P)
9-12 Advanced	Drawing	and	Painting	1	(P) Advanced	Drawing	and	Painting	2	(P)
9-12 Creative	Arts	1(P) Creative	Arts	2(P)
9-12 Digital	Photography	1 Digital	Photography	2

Physical	Education	(5	credits) Physical	Education	(5	credits)
9-12 PE/Conditioning PE/Conditioning
9-12 Heart	Fitness	and	Nutrition Heart	Fitness	and	Nutrition

General	Electives	(5	credits) General	Electives	(5	credits)
11-12 Field	Studies Field	Studies
11-12 Work	Experience Work	Experience
9-12 Proctor Proctor
12 BEST	English	(P) BEST	History	(P)
11-12 Journalism	1	(P) Journalism	2	(P)
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Electives
African	American	Studies	

Inclusive	Education

Mathematics

Newcomers	Program	for	English	Learners

Physical	Education

Science	

Visual	and	Performing	Arts	

World	Languages	

Other	Electives
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The	African	American	Studies	Depart-
ment,	the	only	one	of	its	kind	in	the	United	
States, is a unique learning environment 
within	Berkeley	High	School.	It	focuses	on	
the African American experience relative 
to	the	national	and	global	perspective.	The	
humanities based courses take students on 
a	journey	through	Africa’s	glorious	past,	
the Trans-Atlantic slave trade, and the 
African American dynamics as an inte-
gral part of the development of our nation 
through history, literature, language, 
dance, drama, and spoken word. 
The mission of the African-American Studies 
Department is:
• To empower students with a positive sense of identity,  
 purpose, and direction.

•  To educate students and the greater community with  
 an awareness and appreciation for the accomplishments,  
 contributions, history, and culture of people of African  
 descent.

African American Studies
		African	American	Studies	Courses

9th 10th 11th 12th

A African	American	History	1/2	

B African	American	Literature African	American	Literature

E Kiswahili	1/2 Kiswahili	3/4	 Kiswahili	5/6	 Kiswahili	IB	(SL)

F Afro	Haitian	Beginning	Dance** Afro	Haitian	Advanced	Dance

G African	American	Economics	*

African	American	History	3

African	American	Journalism African	American	Journalism	
Advanced

Black	Psychology	(F)
Sociology	&	Anthropology	(S)
(The	Psychology	&	Sociology		

of	Black	Male/Female		
Relationships)

Black	Psychology	(F)
Sociology	&	Anthropology	(S)
(The	Psychology	&	Sociology		

of	Black	Male/Female		
Relationships)

	
			*	Courses	with	asterisks	meets	additional	BHS	graduation	requirements	(see	course	descriptions).
			**	Once	a	student	takes	Afro	Haitian	Beginning	Dance,	s/he	can	move	into	the	Advanced	class	in	any	year.

•  To encourage students to strive for excellence and   
 embrace the attributes of the African-American SPIRIT:  
 Strength, Perseverance, Imagination, Responsibility,  
 Integrity, and Talent.

African	American	Studies	courses,	offered	through	the	
African	American	Studies	Department,	fulfill	elective	
requirements	in	the	various	other	BHS	departments.	For	
example, African American Literature fulfills elective 
credit	for	English	and	African	American	History	1/2	
fulfills	the	US	History	requirement.	In	addition,	all	Afri-
can American Studies courses fulfill the ethnic studies 
requirement. African American Studies courses can be 
found listed under either the African American Studies 
Department	or	in	the	various	departments	for	which	
they provide credit. 

History	
African American History 1/2 (P) Year · 10 CreditS 

This	course	is	designed	to	study	the	influence	of	African	
upon	America	and	the	world.	The	saga	of	the	African	
American is traced from his African origins in Ethiopia 
and Egypt through slavery in America to the Civil War, 
and	up	to	the	“Harlem	Renaissance.”	This	course	may	
be	taken	by	students	in	grades	10-12	and	meets	the	UC/
CSU	US	History	requirement.	UC/CSU	(a)
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English	
African American Literature (P)  Year  · 10 CreditS 

This	African	American	Studies	course	is	an	intensified	
study of African American writing from Lucy Terry to 
Leroi Jones. A multi-pronged teaching approach is used: 
aesthetic,	cultural,	social,	and	historical.	The	course	may	
be	taken	by	students	in	grades	10-12	concurrently	with	
the	required	English	course	in	a	student’s	learning	com-
munity.	UC/CSU	(b)

Electives
African American History 3 (P) Year  · 10 CreditS 

This	course	is	designed	to	study	the	struggles	and	
accomplishments of the African American from the end 
of the “Harlem Renaissance” period through the cata-
clysmic Second World War, the tumultuous Civil Rights 
era,	and	the	Black	consciousness	movement	to	the	pres-
ent.	This	course	may	be	taken	by	students	in	grades	
10-12	as	an	elective.	UC/CSU	(g)	

African American Economics (P)   SemeSter · 5 CreditS

This	dynamic	course	is	designed,	first	of	all,	to	familiar-
ize students with the concepts and terminology of basic 
economics that they may encounter in life or on any 
objective test. Secondly, the course acquaints students 
with the relation of the African American community to 
the	American	economy	as	a	whole.	Finally,	the	instruc-
tor examines the role that African Americans have 
played in the establishment of the American economy. 
Assignments are geared toward providing students with 
hands-on experiences of basic economic survival in the 
cities of modern America. Assignments focus upon basic 
financial planning, credit trap avoidance, real estate and 
car purchases, entrepreneurship and meeting the needs 
of	providing	food,	shelter	and	clothing	for	one’s	fam-
ily	in	the	21st	century.	This	course	satisfies	economics	
requirement	for	graduation.	UC/CSU	(g)

Black Psychology (P) Fall  · 5 Credit

Sociology & Anthropology (P) SPring  · 5 Credit

The Psychology and Sociology of Black Male/
Female Relationships

Black	Psychology	is	an	examination	of	the	development	
of thought and mentality of African people from inde-
pendent Africa, and how it was changed by the experi-
ence	of	slavery	and	colonialism.	The	course	consists	of	
three	5-week	units	and	one	3-week	unit.	The	titles	of	
these	units	are	African-Indigenous	Psychology	(first	5	
weeks),	The	Psychology	of	Slavery	(second	5	weeks),	The	
Psychological	Legacy	of	Slavery	(third	5	weeks),	and	
The	Future	of	African-centered	Thought	(final	3	weeks).	
All of these units are examined from the perspective of 
Africans	and	in	an	American	and	world	context.	This	is	
not	be	a	lecture	course;	major	emphasis	is	on	classroom	
discussion of the historical experiences of African and 
African-	American	people.	The	major	objective	of	the	
course is to impart a clear knowledge of what African- 
Centered thought is and how it can be used to better the 
condition of African people in America and around the 
world.	Grade	12	students	only.	Open	to	11th	grade	stu-
dents	by	consent	of	instructor.	UC/CSU	(g)	

African American Journalism (P)  Year  · 10 CreditS 
This	course	is	designed	to	help	students	understand	and	
produce mass media, which relate to the African Ameri-
can community in general and to the African American 
student	in	particular.	The	main	emphasis	in	this	course	
is in news analysis and the basic principles of writing 
news articles. Students in this course are contributing 
reporters	to	the	UJAMAA,	the	African	American	Stud-
ies	newspaper.	UC/CSU	(g)

African American Journalism,  
Advanced (P) Year  · 10 CreditS 

This	course	follows	African	American	Journalism.	
Advanced students will assume more responsibility for 
editing, layout, and monitoring of reporters from Afri-
can American Journalism. prerequiSite: Completion 
of	AFAM	Journalism	or	consent	of	instructor.		 	
UC/CSU	(g)	

World	Language	Courses	
Kiswahili 1/2  (P)  Year · 10 CreditS 

This	is	the	introductory	course	in	Kiswahili	language.	
Listening and pronunciation are the most important 
aspects at this level. Students are taught basic vocabu-
lary, with emphasis on present and past tense. Students 
are required to master the map of Africa in order to 
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understand where in Africa this language is spoken. 
In the second semester, students work on future tense 
and negative aspects of all tenses. Students write more 
complex sentences and use Kiswahili in communica-
tive	activities.	UC/CSU	(e)

Kiswahili 3/4 (P)  Year · 10 CreditS 
Students are introduced to the noun classes of Kiswahili 
and	are	encouraged	to	speak	more	in	class.	They	write	
short compositions about their daily life experiences and 
other things that occur in their lives and surroundings. 
Students perform translation from English to Kiswahili 
and vice-versa. In the second semester, each student 
is given a teaching project whereby s/he actually 
teaches in class. prerequiSite: “C” or better in 
Kiswahili	1/2	(P).	UC/CSU	(e)	

Kiswahili 5/6 (P)  Year · 10 CreditS 
This	course	is	based	on	more	advanced	oral	and	written	
communication skills. Every student is expected to pick 
one	project	to	work	on.	The	course	continues	with	more	
translation, reading and composition writing. Students 
will be intensely involved in advanced grammar review. 
prerequiSite:	“C”	or	better	in	Kiswahili	3/4	(P).	UC/
CSU	(e)	

IB Kiswahili B (SL) Year · 10 CreditS 
Kiswahili	B	SL	is	a	course	tailored	to	help	students	
develop their skills as speakers, listeners, readers and 
writers of a world language. Students will learn vocabu-
lary and word order of the language to converse intelli-
gibly	and	write	articles	in	Kiswahili.	They	will	also	read	
and comprehend text written in the Kiswahili language. 
The	course	will	include	a	thorough	review	of	Kiswahili	
grammar, extensive reading for a significant expan-
sion of vocabulary, frequent in-class presentations, and 
regular writing assignments of increasingly complex 
nature.	The	Kiswahili	B	SL	course	will	afford	students	
the opportunity to reach a higher degree of competence 
in	the	language	and	use	it	(skill	and	language)	to	explore	
the culture of its speakers, who are mostly the people 
found in the countries of Eastern and central Africa. 
They	will	also	explore	the	place,	past	and	present,	of	
Kiswahili speakers in the global community. Students 
will	be	capable	of	taking	the	SL	level	IB	exam	in	the	
spring of their senior year. prerequiSite: “C” or better 
in	Kiswahili	3/4	(P).	UC/CSU	(e)		

Performing	Arts	Elective	Courses	
t note: The	following	courses	can	earn	credit	in	 

either perforMing artS or pHySical education 

Afro-Haitian Beginning Dance (P) Year  · 10 CreditS 
As one of the courses of the African American Studies 
Program, the objective of this course is to present means 
which can understand African and African-derived 
cultures through direct experience in the education of 
music and dance and its relationship to and influence on 
contemporary dance. While providing historical struc-
ture, technique and discipline, students are exposed 
to a wide variety of dance styles and are provided with 
an alternative learning atmosphere, which is beneficial 
physically, mentally and spiritually. Open to both males 
and	females.	UC/CSU	(f)	(PE	credit)

Afro-Haitian Advanced Dance (P) Year · 10 CreditS 
This	is	the	most	intense	level	of	African	Dance.	Students	
deal with folklore and mythology as manifested in cer-
emonies	and	rhythmic	movements.	The	interrelations	of	
music, dance and dance/drama are explored. Students, 
by choreographing a piece to be performed on stage, are 
able to make comparative analysis of the varied dance 
forms	and	how	one	has	influenced	the	other.	For	the	
advanced student, this course provides an opportunity 
to accurately depict and perpetuate African, African-
derived folklore and other dance forms in performances 
on	stage;	to	better	acquaint	teachers,	parents,	fellow	
students	and	the	public	with	Africa’s	past,	present	and	
future. prerequiSiteS:	11th	and	12th	grade	students.	
“C”	or	better	in	Beginning	Afro-Haitian	Dance,	and/or	
teacher	approval.	UC/CSU	(f)	(PE	credit)
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Inclusive Education 
INE Algebra

Currently accepted for graduation requirement.  
For	some	students	will	be	the	prequel	for	General	Alge-
bra	1A/B.

INE Literacy 
Emphasis	on	phonics;	for	students	with	significant	
decoding and fluency weaknesses. 

INE CLC
In this Collaborative Learning Center the student has 
the opportunity to receive assistance with and complete 
assignments, which are accommodated and modified as 
specified	in	his	or	her	IEP.	Direct	instruction	offered	in	
study skills, self advocacy, and post-secondary school 
planning. 

Counseling	Enriched	Classroom	(CEC)
This	highly	structured,	success	oriented	school	 
program  combines a goal oriented, academic agenda  
with an intensive therapeutic component that includes a 
social skills curriculum within the classroom along with 
individual and family therapy outside the classroom.  
Students	are	referred	through	the	IEP	process.		The	fol-
lowing courses are part of a program that will lead stu-
dents to a diploma.

CEC-Literacy Explorations
CEC-US History
CEC-Physical Science
CEC-Algebra 1
CEC-PreAlgebra
CEC-Creative Arts
CEC-LifeSkills

Additional	Courses
INE Work Experience

Possible for special education internship programs.
INE Community Transition

Focuses	on	the	transition	skills	necessary	to	maximize	
independent living, including nutrition, healthy life-
styles, social skills and communication, civic participa-
tion, budgeting, technology, and food preparation.

INE Lifeskills
Umbrella	course	designed	to	meet	the	unique	academic	
and transition needs for students with disabilities, 
including access to Cyber High credit recovery and 
other coursework as determined by the IEP process.

Berkeley	High	School	serves	approximately	
320	students	with	Individual	Educational	
Plans	(IEP’s).	Special	Education	services	at	
the high school meet the diverse require-
ments of students with a wide range of 
learning needs, from mild to moderate 
learning disabilities to severe cognitive and 
physical	differences.	In	accordance	with	
the mandate to provide the least restric-
tive environment for all students, special 
education	staff	members	provide	students	
with the most inclusive program possible. 
Special education teachers collaborate with 
and support general education teachers. 
All learning communities are able to meet the needs of all 
students	with	IEP’s,	and	educational	specialists	work	with	
the	staff	of	each	learning	community	to	make	the	cur-
riculum accessible. Special educators teach literacy, math 
and transition with the twin goals of increasing student 
success in general education and of promoting positive 
post-secondary	outcomes.	Students’	school	programs	are	
designed through the IEP process and may include single 
or	multiple	periods	of	inclusive	education	support.	The	
IEP process also focuses on building skills needed for post 
secondary transition, sometimes including job placements, 
individualized programs that enable students to make up 
needed credits, and classes explicitly preparing students 
for life after high school. 

Courses	for	students	with		
Severe	Disabilities (Homebase Program)

INE Community Transition
INE Work Skills
INE Lifeskills Math
INE Lifeskills Social Living
INE Reading
INE Health

Courses	for	students	with	Mild/	
Moderate	Disabilities
INE Pre Algebra

Skills at third to fifth/sixth grade levels. 



61

Be
rk

el
ey

 H
ig

h 
Sc

ho
ol

 C
ou

rs
e C

at
al

og
 2

01
4-

15
m

at
he

m
at

ic
s

Key to Abbreviations: UCOP–University	of	California	Office	of	the	President	(Pg.9);	“a-g”	subjects:  (a)–Social Science, (b)-English, (c)-Math, (d)-Lab Science, (e)-Foreign	Language,											
(f)-Visual	and	Performing	Arts,	(g)-Elective;	(P)	or	(P-Pending)–UCOP	has	certified	(P)	or	is	considering	certification	(P-Pending)	as	fulfilling	a	requirement	for	admission;	(CTE)–Career Tech-
nical	Education	(Pg.	12);	(ROP)–Regional	Occupational	Program;	(H)-UC	certified	honors	course;	(AP)–Advanced	Placement;	(IB)–International	Baccalaureate.

		Math	Course	Progressions
Geometry	Progression

9th 10th 11th 12th

C Algebra	1 Geometry Algebra	2 IB	Math	Studies

Geometry Algebra	2 Math	Analysis AP	Calculus	(H)

IB	Math	Year	1 IB	Math	Year	2	(H)

IB	Math	Studies

AP	Statistics	(H)

Honors	Geometry Honors	Algebra	2 Honors	Math	Analysis AP	Calculus	AB	(H)

IB	Math	Studies AP	Calculus	BC	(H)

AP	Statistics	(H)

IB	Math	Year	2	HL	(H)

Honors	Algebra	2 Honors	Math	Analysis	(H) AP	Calculus	AB	(H) AP	Statistics	IB	(H)

AP	Statistics*	(H) AP	Calculus	BC	(H)

IB	Math	Year	2	HL	(H)

			*	Recommended	for	BIHS	students

9th 10th 11th 12th

C Algebra	1 IMP	2 IMP	3 IMP	4

IMP	2 IMP	3 IMP	4 IB	Math	Studies

AP	Statistics	(H)

AP	Calculus	AB	(H)

IMP	4

Mathematics

 Many of our courses require students to have a graphing cal-
culator.	The	recommended	models	are:	Texas	Instruments’	
TI	83+,	TI	84,	TI	86,	and			TI	89.	Berkeley	High	School	
textbook room has graphing calculators to check out.

Geometry	Progression
Algebra 1 (P)       Year · 10 CreditS

Two semesters of college-prep Algebra, designed to 
acquaint students with both theory and applications. 
Equation-solving, graphing, proportional reasoning, 
probability, and modeling are major components of this 
course. Students will explore the four representations of 
a function and the relationships between graph, table, 
equation, and situation in this course with an emphasis 
on linear and quadratic functions. Students are expected 
to	use	a	scientific	calculator.	This	is	the	first	year	of	the	
Algebra	1,	Geometry,	Algebra	2	sequence.	UC/CSU	(c)

Geometry (P) Year · 10 CreditS

This	is	a	course	in	plane	and	solid	geometry.	Topics	
include geometric constructions, proofs, spatial visu-
alization, area of polygons, volume and surface area of 
polyhedra and other solids, congruence of triangles, 
perpendicular and parallel lines, trigonometric ratios, 
similar	figures,	geometric	probability,	and	circles.	This	is	
a course in inductive and deductive reasoning to develop 
a mathematical system. prerequiSite: “C” or proficient 
in	Algebra	1.	UC/CSU	(c)

Students	in	different	communities	follow	either	the	Geometry	progression	(AC,	BIHS,	
Green	Academy)	or	the	Interactive	Mathematics	Program	(AHA,	AMPS,	CAS).		Check	
the	course	progressions	on	the	first	page	of	each	community’s	section	to	see	the	progres-
sion.  Course descriptions are contained below.

Interactive	Math	Program
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Honors Geometry (P) Year · 10 CreditS

This	is	a	course	in	plane	and	solid	geometry	in	which	
methods of direct and indirect proof play a major role. 
Topics include parallel and perpendicular lines and 
planes, similar and congruent figures, area and volume, 
coordinate geometry, trigonometric ratios, construc-
tion	of	loci,	and	transformations.	This	is	an	accelerated	
course that rigorously covers all of the material covered 
in	Geometry	and	additional	topics.	UC/CSU	Honors	
credit	is	NOT	available	for	this	course.	prerequiSite: 
Placement in Honors courses is based on 8th grade 
semester	grades,	and	the	BUSD	9th	Grade	Placement	
and	Honors	Geometry	Placement	Tests.		 UC/CSU	(c)

Algebra 2 (P) Year · 10 CreditS

This	is	the	third	year	in	the	traditional	sequence.	Topics	
include linear, quadratic, exponential, logarithmic equa-
tions, matrices modeling, functions, graphing, complex 
numbers, counting and probability. A graphing calcula-
tor is required. prerequiSite: A grade of “C” or better in 
Geometry.	UC/CSU	(c)

Honors Algebra 2 (P) Year · 10 CreditS

This	is	an	accelerated	course	that	covers	all	of	the	
material	in	Algebra	2	with	more	rigor	and	includes	
more of the theory and more depth for the topics 
covered	in	Algebra	2.	UC	Honors	credit	is	NOT	avail-
able for this course. A graphing calculator is required.                    
prerequiSite:	A	grade	of	“B”	of	better	in	Honors	Geom-
etry, or teacher recommendation and placement test.  
UC/CSU	(c)

Interactive	Mathematics	Program		
Interactive Math 2 (P) Year · 10 CreditS

	This	year	of	the	IMP	Curriculum	contains	an	introduc-
tion to problem-solving strategies, the use of variables, 
and the meaning and use of functions and graphs, as 
well as concepts from statistics and geometry. Algebra 
topics covered include equation-solving, simultane-
ous equations, graphing, and modeling. Students will 
explore the four representations of a function and the 
relationships between graph, table, equation, and situa-
tion with an emphasis on linear, quadratic, exponential, 
and logarithmic functions. 

Geometry topics covered are spatial visualization, area 
of polygons and volume and surface area of polyhedra 
and other solids, Students will learn about normal dis-
tribution	and	standard	deviation.		These	concepts	are	
presented in contexts, which include the geometry of the 
honeycomb, the trajectory of fireworks, and Lewis Car-

roll’s	Alice in Wonderland. prerequiSite: “C” or better 
in	Algebra	1.	UC/CSU	(c)

Interactive Math 3 (P) Year · 10 CreditS

Students extend their understanding of material studied 
in the preceding year of the curriculum, while learning 
about and applying new topics such as trigonometric 
ratios, geometric constructions, similarity, and triangle 
congruence, coordinate geometry, circles, applications 
of combinatorics, derivatives, and independence and 
conditional probability. A baseball pennant race, popu-
lation growth, and the mathematics of shadows provide 
some of the contexts for the mathematical concepts. A 
graphing calculator is recommended. prerequiSite: “C” 
or	better	in	IMP	2.	UC/CSU	(c)

Interactive Math 4 (P)  Year · 10 CreditS

Topics include general functions, trigonometric func-
tions, algebra of functions, the algebra of matrices, 
three-dimensional geometry, projections, trigonometric 
identities, , limits, and statistics. Contexts include an 
election poll and a circus act on a ferris wheel. A graph-
ing calculator is recommended. prerequiSite: “C” or 
better	in	IMP	3.	UC/CSU	(c)

Advanced	Math	Electives
Mathematical Studies IB (SL) Year · 10 CreditS

This	course	includes	the	study	of	circular,	polynomial,	
exponential, logarithmic, rational, and radical func-
tions, polar equations and complex numbers, vectors, 
simple probability and data analysis, limits, continu-
ity,	and	simple	derivatives.	The	course	develops	the	
skills needed to cope with the mathematical demands 
of a technological society with an emphasis on the 
application of math to real-life situations. Students are 
presumed to have knowledge of linear, quadratic, expo-
nential, and logarithmic equations, matrix arithmetic, 
elementary functions, graphing complex numbers, 
counting	and	probability.	They	will	be	required	to	learn	
the prerequisite topics to a greater depth and degree of 
formality. Students will be able to take the Math Stud-
ies	SL	level	IB	exam	after	completion	of	this	course.	A	
graphing calculator is required. prerequiSite: “C” or 
better	in	Algebra	2	or	IMP	3.	UC/CSU	(c)

Math Analysis (P) Year · 10 CreditS

This	course	covers	function	analysis,	trigonometric	
functions and graphs, right triangle and wrapping func-
tion trigonometry, including laws of sines, cosines, trig-
onometric identities, complex numbers, polar graphing, 
DeMoivre’s	theorem,	vectors,	conic	sections,	parametric	
equations,	the	Binomial	Theorem,	proof	by	induction,	
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limits, and continuity. A graphing calculator is required.                   
prerequiSite:	Completion	of	Algebra	2	with	a	grade	of	
“B”	or	better	or	teacher	recommendation.	UC/CSU	(c)

Honors Math Analysis (H) Year · 10 CreditS

This	is	an	accelerated	course	that	covers	all	of	the	
material in Math Analysis with more rigor. It includes 
more of the theory and more depth for the topics 
covered in Math Analysis. A graphing calculator is 
required.	UC	Honors	credit	is	available	for	this	course.																						
prerequiSite:	A	grade	of	“B”	or	better	in	Honors	Alge-
bra	2,	or	teacher	recommendation	and	placement	test.	
UC/CSU	(c)

IB –SL Math Year 1 (P)  Year · 10 CreditS

This	course	is	offered	exclusively	in	BIHS.	
See	course	description	on	page	43.	UC/CSU	(c)

IB-SL Math Year 2 (H) Year · 10 CreditS

This	course	is	offered	exclusively	in	BIHS.	
See	course	description	on	page	43.	UC/CSU	(c)

Mathematics IB (HL2) Year · 10 CreditS

This	course	is	offered	exclusively	in	BIHS.	
See	course	description	on	page	44.	UC/CSU	(c)

AP Statistics (H)  Year · 10 CreditS

This	course	will	give	an	overview	of	inferential	statistics	
and probability: correlation, regression analysis, applied 
normal curve approximation, intersection, union, and 
dependence of two events, binomial distribution, condi-
tional probability and sampling. A graphing calculator 
is required.  prerequiSiteS:	Completion	of	Algebra	2	/	
Interactive	Math	3	with	a	grade	of	“B”	or	better	or	Inter-
active	Math	4	/	Math	Analysis	with	a	grade	of	“C”	or	
better.	UC/CSU	(c)

AP Calculus AB (H)  Year · 10 CreditS

This	course	provides	students	with	the	equivalent	of	one	
semester of regular college level calculus following the 
current AP syllabus and the opportunity to take the AP 
exam	for	formal	college	credit	(granted	by	most,	but	not	
all,	colleges	and	universities	for	a	score	of	3,	4,	or	5).		It	is	
considered	an	Honors	course	by	the	UC/CSU	system.		A	
graphing calculator is required. prerequiSite: Comple-
tion	of	Math	Analysis	or	Interactive	Math	4	with	a	grade	
of	“C”	or	better.	UC/CSU	(c)

AP Calculus BC (H)  Year · 10 CreditS

This	course	provides	students	with	the	equivalent	of	two	
plus quarters of regular college level calculus following 
the current AP syllabus with additional topics from the 
UC	Math	1	B	syllabus.		This	course	moves	at	a	very	rapid	
pace and students will have the opportunity to take the 
AP	exam	for	formal	college	credit	(granted	by	most,	but	
not	all,	colleges	and	universities	for	a	score	of	3,	4,	or	
5).		It	is	considered	an	Honors	course	by	the	UC/CSU	
system.  A graphing calculator is required.   
prerequiSite: Completion of Math Analysis or Interac-
tive	Math	4	with	a	grade	of	“C”	or	better.	UC/CSU	(c)
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According	to	the	BUSD	Board	of	Education-approved	
EL Master Plan, ELs who are “less than reasonably flu-
ent”	(beginning	to	intermediate	on	the	CELDT)	must	be	
in	a	Structured	English	Immersion	program	(SEI).	This	
includes	an	individualized	combination	of	ELD	and	Spe-
cially	Designed	Academic	Instruction	in	English	(SDAIE)	

EL Newcomer Program and 
Long Term English Learners
The	English	Learner	(EL)	Newcomer	Program	offers	courses	to	students	whose	first	lan-
guage is not English and who are recent immigrants. Students are placed in the accord-
ing	to	their	CELDT	(California	English	Language	Development	Test)	scores.	New	stu-
dents are tested and evaluated according to state law and then are scheduled into appro-
priate	courses	by	recommendation	of	the	Newcomer	Program	and	counselors.		

	English	Learner	Newcomer	Program	General	Guide	for	Placement:	
Specific	classes	may	vary	year	to	year.

Structured	English	Immersion	(Less	than	Reasonably	Fluent	students)	by	CELDT	level
EL	Mainstream	

Intermediate	to		
Adv.	on	CELDTSubject	

Level	1	
(Beg)

Level	2	
(Beg-Ear	Int)

Level	3	
(Ear	Int-Int)

Level	4	
(Int)

Transition
(Int/early		

advanced)

English
(9-12)

ELD	1 ELD	2 ELD	3
Literature	of		

Diversity	(P)
World	Lit	
(P)	10th-12th

Any	appropriate	
class	needed

English
(9-12)

ELD	Writing	1 ELD	Writing	2 ELD	Writing	3
Expository	Writing	
(P)	

Composition/	
Writing	(P)		
10th-12th

Any	appropriate	
class	needed/	
9th	Grade	SDAIE

History
	US	History
(9-12)	(P)	

9th-12th	Seminar	History	9th	grade;	10-12	if	needed
US	Hist		if	never	took	in	Level	l		 Any	appropriate	

class	needed	
(SDAIE	optional)

Any	appropriate	
class	needed/	
9th	Grade	SDAIE

10th-12th	World	History		(P)

11th	or	12th	Government/Economics	(P)

Math
(9-12)

Algebra	1	(P)	 Any	appropriate	
class	needed	
(SDAIE	optional)

Any	appropriate	
class	needed

Geometry(P)

Algebra	II	A	(P)	

Science PE	(no	science) Integrated	Science

9th	grade		Int.	Sci.
10th-12th		Int.	Sci.	if	not	taken	in	grade	9
10th-12th		Adv	Bio	(P)	or	Chemistry	(P)			

if	took	Int.	Sci.	already	
(Adv.	Bio	and	Chem	classes		
will	alternate	each	year)

Any	appropriate	
class	needed	
(SDAIE	optional)

Any	appropriate	
class	needed

PE/Art/	
World	
Language

Art/Native	
Speakers	of	
Spanish

Art/Native	Speak-
ers	of	Spanish

Art/Native	
Speakers	of	
Spanish	or	
other

Art/Native	Speak-
ers	of	Spanish	or	
other

Any	appropriate	
class	needed	
(SDAIE	optional)

Any	appropriate	
class	needed

EL	Tutorial
EL	Tutorial

EL	Tutorial/CAHSEE	class	for	11th	and	
12th		(If	district	funded)

Any	appropriate	
class	needed

Any	appropriate	
class	needed	
including	Aca-
demic	Language	
Development

classes.  Also, teachers are trained to work with students 
from	non-English	speaking	backgrounds	(through	the	
Constructing	Meaning	and	Systematic	ELD).		The	unique	
needs of these ELs are met by the use of instructional 
methods and materials designed to increase English pro-
ficiency in listening, speaking, reading and writing, and 

Key to Abbreviations: UCOP–University	of	California	Office	of	the	President;	“a-g”	subjects:  (a)–Social Science, (b)-English, (c)-Math, (d)-Lab Science, (e)-Foreign	Language,	(f)-Visual	
and Performing Arts, (g)-Elective;	(P)	or	(P-Pending)–UCOP	has	certified	(P)	or	is	considering	certification	(P-Pending)	as	fulfilling	a	requirement	for	admission;	(CTE)–Career Technical Educa-
tion;	(ROP)–Regional	Occupational	Program;	(H)-UC	certified	honors	course;	(AP)–Advanced	Placement;	(IB)–International	Baccalaureate.
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in academic language.  Moreover, it is the practice of the 
Newcomer	Program	to	illustrate	to	every	student	and	fam-
ily that the primary language and culture of each student 
is highly respected and valued. Primary language develop-
ment for Spanish speakers or heritage speakers of Spanish 
in	the	Native	Speakers	Spanish	class	or	AP	Spanish	Lan-
guage	or	Literature	is	offered.	The	Newcomer	Program	also	
monitors and supports ELs who have mainstreamed into 
one	of	the	six	Learning	Communities	at	BHS.		

long terM engliSH learnerS,	not	in	the	Newcomer	Pro-
gram	who	have	been	in	the	USA	for	5+	years,	have	access	
to academic language learning in an Academic Language 
Development	class.	

English	Language	Development	Courses
Each	English	course	offered	is	one-year	long.	English	Lan-
guage	Development	(ELD)	courses	are	coordinated	with	
ELD	writing	courses.	The	ELD	writing	course	for	each	
level	corresponds	to	the	ELD	level	and	the	courses	are	
paired	together	during	the	day.	Every	ELD/ELD	writing	
combination emphasizes oral language, grammar/sen-
tence	formation	and	writing/reading	skills.	Vocabulary	is	
strengthened and oral language development is expanded 
through the study of short stories, utilizing literature 
analysis	and	writing	as	a	follow-	up	to	the	stories.	ELD/
ELD	writing	courses	fulfill	the	BHS	English	graduation	
requirement. In addition, Expository Writing /Literature 
of	Diversity	will	satisfy	one	of	the	four	years	of	college	pre-
paratory (P)	English	required	by	the	UC/CSU	systems	for	
college admission eligibility. 

For	more	information	call	510-644-6135.	

ELD 1 (Beginning) Year · 10 CreditS 
This	is	a	beginning	course	for	newcomer	students	who	
have not previously studied English or who have very 
Basic	English	skills. Students in this course are pri-
marily	CELDT	LEVEL	I	students.	The	course	includes	
vocabulary and language structures with an emphasis 
on	communicative	competence.	This	course	receives	
BHS	English	credit.	Enrollment	is	concurrent	in	ELD	
Writing	1.	

ELD Writing 1 (Beginning)  Year · 10 CreditS 
This	course	focuses	on	integrating	reading	skills,	
vocabulary building from study of short stories, and 
oral language development related to the story content 
and writing as a follow-up to the story. Students in this 
course	are	primarily	CELDT	LEVEL	I	students.	Stu-
dents are introduced to the writing process through 
writers’	workshop.	This	course	receives	BHS	English	
credit.	Enrollment	is	concurrent	in	ELD	1.	

ELD 2 (Early Intermediate) Year · 10 CreditS 
This	course	extends	the	basic	skills	of	ELD	1	in	listening	
comprehension, speaking/oral communication, read-
ing and writing. Students in this course are primarily 
CELDT	LEVEL	II	students.	This	is	a	low	intermediate	
course	for	Limited	English	Proficient	(LEP)	students	
who	have	completed	ELD	1	coursework,	have	studied	
English	approximately	one	year	before	entering	U.S.	
schools,	and/or	who	test	at	this	level	of	proficiency.	This	
course	receives	BHS	English	credit.	Enrollment	is	con-
current	in	ELD	Writing	2.	

ELD Writing 2 (Early Intermediate) Year · 10 CreditS 
Taken	with	ELD	2	,	this	course	focuses	on	consolidat-
ing many of the beginning skills through extended 
practice and instruction as students gain the new skills 
that are presented at this level. Students in this course 
are	primarily	CELDT	LEVEL	II	students. Instruction 
emphasizes interpersonal communication and academic 
skills.	This	course	receives	BHS	English	credit.	There	is	
concurrent	enrollment	in	ELD	2.	

ELD 3 (Intermediate) Year · 10 CreditS 
This	course	continues	to	extend	the	basic	skills	of	ESL	2	
in listening comprehension, speaking/oral communica-
tion, reading and writing. Students in this course are 
primarily	CELDT	LEVEL	III	students.	This	is	a	inter-
mediate course for LEP students who have successfully 
completed	ELD	2	coursework,	have	studied	English	
approximately	two	years	before	entering	U.S.	schools,	
and/or	who	test	at	this	level.	This	course	receives	BHS	
English	credit.	There	is	concurrent	enrollment	in	ELD	
Writing 3. 
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ELD Writing 3 (Intermediate) Year · 10 CreditS 
Taken	with	ELD	3,	this	course	consolidates	intermedi-
ate skills through extended practice and instruction. 
Students	in	this	course	are	primarily	CELDT	LEVEL	III	
students. Emphasis is on the English needed for inter-
personal communication and serves as a bridge from 
practical, concrete English to the more abstract English 
needed for academic success in higher level classes, both 
SDAIE	and	mainstream.	This	course	receives	BHS	Eng-
lish	credit.	There	is	concurrent	enrollment	in	ELD	3.	

Literature of Diversity (P)  
(High Intermediate) Year · 10 CreditS 

Focus	in	this	course	is	on	the	enhancement	of	students’	
listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills in Eng-
lish through the study of ethnically diverse literature. 
Class work includes reading and discussion of the litera-
ture, many kinds of writingStudents in this course are 
primarily	CELDT	LEVEL	III	students	who	are	testing	at	
the high intermediate level. At	Level	4	students	use	the	
literature as a model for learning a wide variety of good 
writing techniques, which they incorporate in their own 
writing.	There	is	concurrent	enrollment	in	Expository	
Writing.	UC/CSU	(b)		

Expository Writing (P)  
(High Intermediate) Year · 10 CreditS 

This	course	focuses	on	writing	of	both	expository	essays	
and	analytical	literature	essays.	Both	types	of	writing	
expand	and	refine	the	students’	competence	in	these	
essay	forms,	helping	them	to	become	effective	writers	of	
English.	Through	the	literature	analysis	essays,	students	
learn	to	effectively	quote	passages	of	literature	in	order	
to make logical arguments for their views about char-
acters and themes. Students in this course are primarily 
CELDT	LEVEL	III	stu	dents	who	are	testing	at	the	high	
intermediate	level.	There	is	concurrent	enrollment	in	
Literature	of	Di	versity	(P).	UC/CSU	(b)		

 note Below:	Students	can	earn	a	maximum	of	10	high	
school English credits for taking both Literature and 
Diversity	and	Expository	Writing.	The	other	10	credits	
count as elective credits.

CAHSEE Preparation Course Year · 10 CreditS 
This	course	is	for	English	Language	Learners	to	learn	
test taking skills and strategies to prepare them for the 
High School Exit Exam. 

SDAIE	English,	History,	Math	&	Science
The	Newcomer	Program	also	places	some	students	in	
history, math and science courses that use Specially 
Designed	Academic	Instruction	in	English	(SDAIE)	
instructional techniques whenever these courses are 
available	and	appropriate.	EL	tutors	offer	support	in	aca-
demic	classes	and	primary	language	support	is	offered	
whenever possible. Many ELs are also enrolled in Period 
7	extended	day	classes	and	ELD	summer	school	to	con-
tinue to improve their English, to get support for college 
prep	classes	and	access	to	UC/CSU	requirements.	

Academic	Language	Development	(ALD)	for	
Mainstream	English	Learners

This	course,	for	long-term	English	Learners,	is	an	
advanced academic English class. It is designed to 
empower students through developing strong lan-
guage skills. Academic language is the formal 
language	written	and	spoken	in	the	classroom	(in	
all subject areas) as well as college and professional 
work	settings.	The	class	will	focus	on	developing	
advanced	writing	skills,	practicing	effective	iden-
tity, and building self-confidence and perseverance 
as a student. Students will increase their prepared-
ness	to	read	and	understand	increasingly	difficult	
texts, and to clearly and confidently express ideas 
in class discussions and on writing assignments. 
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The	Physical	Education	Department	offers	
a wide variety of coeducational courses. 
Physical conditioning is an integral part of 
all courses. 
Twenty	(20)	credits	of	Physical	Education,	taken	in	four	
semesters,	are	required	for	BHS	graduation.	Since	physical	
fitness is a lifetime need, students are encouraged to elect 
Physical Education courses beyond the requirement for 
graduation. All Physical Education classes may be repeated 
for credit. Zero period options are available.

Offerings	may	vary	year-to-year,	dependent	on	student	
sign-up. Students must provide first and second choices 
and may not receive their first choice.  

Note:	All	9th	graders	will	be	required	to	take	Personal	Fit-
ness	Through	Individual	and	Team	Activities.	10th-12th	
graders can select from the following:

Badminton  Year · 10 CreditS 
This	course	covers	the	skills	and	strategy	of	badminton.	
Students will participate in singles and doubles tourna-
ments.  

Basketball / Flag Football Year · 10 CreditS 
	Basketball	and	football	are	two	of	America’s	most	popu-
lar	sports.	80%	of	this	class	will	be	learning,	playing,	
and	improving	in	all	aspects	of	these	sports.	20%	of	this	
class will be conditioning.

 Conditioning Year · 10 CreditS

Conditioning exercises, cardio, and progressive resis-
tance exercises, taught both in the new conditioning 
room and outdoors. 

Soccer  Year · 10 CreditS

This	course	is	designed	to	give	students	the	opportunity	
to learn and develop fundamental and advanced skills 
and strategies of soccer activities, as well as fitness con-
cepts and conditioning techniques used for achieving and 
maintaining optimal physical fitness. Students will be 
empowered to develop positive behaviors in team activi-
ties, aerobic fitness, wellness, and movement activity. 

Personal Fitness through Individual   
and Team Activities  Year ·  10 CreditS 

The	focus	of	this	course	is	the	development	of	fitness	
knowledge, fitness principles, fitness strategies and fit-
ness	skills;	positive	nutrition	concepts	and	principles;	
and the application of psychological and sociological 
concepts, including self-responsibility, positive social 
interaction,	and	group	dynamics;	the	assessment	and	

maintenance of physical fitness and nutrition to improve 
health	and	performance;	in	the	learning	and	perfor-
mance	of	physical	fitness	and	nutrition	activities.	Units	
of	activity	include:	Various	team	sports	(basketball,	
football, soccer, volleyball, rugby, team handball, etc.), 
physical	fitness	(activities	and	assessment,	concepts,	devel-
opment	and	maintenance);	and	cooperative	activities.	

Swimming Year ·  10 CreditS 
Open to students of all swimming abilities. Class is 
divided into early learners, medium swimmers, and 
stronger swimmers using a variety of strokes. Water 
polo will be introduced during each semester. Note: 
This	is	not	a	Red	Cross	course.

Heart Fitness and Nutrition  Year ·  10 CreditS 
This	class	is	focused	on	personal	fitness.	Students	will	
learn to develop, implement, and assess their Personal 
Fitness	Plan.	All	you	need	for	this	class	is	a	good	pair	of	
walking shoes and a willingness to try to make healthy 
food choices.

Self Defense /Conditioning    Year ·  10 CreditS

This	course	will	take	place	in	the	new	building	and	
incorporates	conditioning	throughout	the	year.	There	is	
an emphasis on skills and techniques in the martial arts 
style	of	Karate.		The	students	learn	various	techniques	
in striking, kicking, and blocking.  Applications of the 
various techniques are practiced in katas.  Katas are 
sequences of blocks, kicks, and strikes against imagi-
nary opponents.  Application of the techniques are dem-
onstrated with the usage of punching and kicking bags.  

Dance	Courses
 dance courSeS	may	be	taken	for	BHS	Physical	Education	

or	Performing	Arts	credit	and	UC/CSU	Performing	Arts	
credit	(see	course	descriptions	under	Arts	department).

Beginning Modern/Jazz Dance (P)  Year ·  10 CreditS

Advanced Dance/Dance Projects (P) Year ·  10 CreditS

Dance Production/Choreography (P) Year ·  10 CreditS

African	Haitian	Dance	
 african aMerican StudieS courses which may be 
taken	for	BHS	Physical	Education	or	Performing	Arts	
credit	and	UC/CSU	Performing	Arts	credit:	
See course descriptions under art or african aMeri-
can StudieS.

Afro Haitian Beginning Dance (P) Year ·  10 CreditS

Afro Haitian Advanced Dance (P)  Year ·  10 CreditS 

Physical Education
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Science
		Science	Course	Progressions

9th 10th 11th 12th
Academic	Choice	(AC)

AC-	Advanced	Biology	(P) AC	-	Chemistry	(P) AP	Chemistry	(H) AP	Chemistry	(H)

AP	-	Chemistry	(H) AP	Biology	(H) AP	Biology	(H)

AP	Environmental	Science	(H) AP	Environmental	Science	(H)

Hnrs	Anatomy/Phys	(P) Hnrs	Anatomy/Phys	(P)

Physics	(P) Physics	(P)

Biotechnology	1/2	(P)(CTE) AP	Physics	(H)

Renew	&	Sust	Energy	(P)(CTE) ROP	Biotechnology	1/2	(P)(CTE)

ROP	Biotechnology	3/4	(P)(CTE)

Renew	&	Sust	Energy	(P)(CTE)

AMPS	(Academy	of	Medicine	&	Public	Service)
AMPS	-	Forensic	Science	(P) AMPS	-	Chemistry	(P) AMPS	-	Bio	Health	Sciences	(P) AP	Chemistry	(H)
		(CTE) Biotechnology	1/2	(P)(CTE) AP	Biology	(H)

			
AP	Environmental	Science	(H)

ROP	Biotechnology	3/4	(P)(CTE)

Honors	Anatomy/Phys	(H)

Physics	(P)

AP	Physics	(H)

Renew	&	Sustainable	Energy	(P)

AHA	(Arts	&	Humanities	Academy)

AHA	-Advanced	Biology(P) AHA	-	Anatomy	&	Physiology	(P) AHA	-Chemistry	(P) Physics	of	Energy(P)

Physics	(P)

AP	Chemistry	(H)

AP	Biology	(H)

AHA	-	AP	Environ	Science	(H)

AP	Physics	C(H)

Renew	&	Sustain	Energy	(CTE)

BIHS	(Berkeley	International	High	School)

BIHS	-	Advanced	Biology	(P) BIHS	-	Chemistry	(P) IB-SL	Chemistry	(SL)(P) IB-SL	Chemistry	(SL)(P)

AP	Chemistry	(H) IB-SL	Biology	(SL)(P) IB-SL	Biology		(SL)(P)

Honors	Anatomy	&	Phys	(P) Anatomy	&	Physiology	(H)

AP	Physics	C(H) Physics	(P)

IB-SL	Environmental	Systems	&	 IB-SL	Environmental	Systems

Societies	(SL)(P) &	Societies	(SL)(P)

Biotechnology	1/2	(P)(CTE) Biotechnology	3/4	(ROP)(CTE)

Renew	&	Sustain	Energy	(P)(CTE)

CAS	(Communications	Arts	&	Sciences)
CAS	-	Advanced	Biology	(P) CAS	-	Anatomy	&	Physioloy	(P) CAS	-Chemistry	(P) AP	Biology	(H)

AP	Chemistry	(H)

AP	Environmental	Science	(H)

Physics	(P)

AP	Physics	(H)

Biotech	3/4	(ROP)(P)

Renew	&	Sustain	Energy	(P)(CTE)

GRN	(Green	Academy)

Physics	(P)

AP	Physics	(H)

AP	Chemistry	(H)

AP	Biology	(H)

Anatomy	&	Physiology	(H)
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Students	in	different	learning	communities	
may follow unique science progressions. 
Check the course progressions listed above 
and	on	the	first	page	of	each	community’s	
section to see the progression. Course 
descriptions follow.

In planning which science courses to take, 
students and parents need to understand 
the following criteria and basic terminol-
ogy. Please read the courSe deScriptionS 
and	study	each	community’s	progreSSion 
cHart carefully for specific information 
about each course, prerequisites and credits. 

The	UC	Office	of	the	President	requires	the	
following:		Two	years	(three	years	recom-
mended) of laboratory science providing 
fundamental knowledge in two of these 
three foundational subjects:  biology, 
chemistry and physics.

In	order	to	graduate	from	BHS,	a	student	
must	earn	a	“D”	or	better	for	two	years	of	
science: one year of a physical science and 
one year of a life science. However, most 
four-year colleges and universities require 
a minimum of two years of college-pre-
paratory	(P)	laboratory	science	from	two	
different	areas,	and	many	recommend	
three years. 

The	following	list	indicates	which	courses	are	accepted	
for	the	BHS	graduation	requirement	of	one	year	
of Physical Science and one year of Life Science.                   
wHile all Science courSeS will Help to Meet BHS 
graduation requireMentS, only tHoSe courSeS deS-
ignated aS “d” Meet tHe uc/cSu college Science 
adMiSSion eligiBilit y requireMent. See individual 
course	descriptions	for	UC/CSU	designations.

Physical Science

IB	Chemistry	(SL)

AP	Chemistry	(H)

Physics	(P)

Physics	of	Energy	(P)

AP	Physics	(H)

AMPS	Forensic	Science	(P)	(CTE)

Renewable	and	Sustainable	Energy	(P)	(CTE)

Life Science

Advanced	Biology	(P)

AP	Biology	(H)

IB	Biology	(SL)

Anatomy	and	Physiology	(H)

Biological	Health	Science	(P)	(CTE)

ROP	Sports	Medicine	(P)	(CTE)

ROP	Advanced	Sports	Medicine	(P-Pending)	(CTE)

Science courses that can count as either a 	
Physical Science or Life Science 

Integrated	Science	(P)

Biotech	1/2	(P)	(CTE)

IB	Environmental	Systems	and	Societies	(SL)

AP	Environmental	Science	(H)	(CTE)

ROP	Biotech	3/4	(P)	(CTE)

Honors, Advanced Placement and IB Courses
The following courses are approved to receive UC/CSU extra 
honors credit.

AP	Biology	(H)	

AP	Environmental	Science	(H)	(CTE)

AP	Physics	(H)	

Anatomy	and	Physiology	(H)

AP	Chemistry	(H)

IB	Chemistry	(SL)
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AP/IB Science 
Advanced	Placement	(AP)	and	International	Baccaleure-
ate	(IB)	science	courses	prepare	students	to	take	a	rigor-
ous examination that may allow for college credit for the 
course taken. 
Restrictions	on	AP	and	IB	Placement:		Students	should	
consider whether they want to sign up for an AP course 
as	they	will	not	be	allowed	to	drop	an	AP	or	IB	class.		
Students are strongly recommended to attend an infor-
mational meeting in the spring before the course, at 
which time they will be given a sample assignment to 
complete and told about the expectations of the course. 
Please read the course descriptions carefully and pay 
special attention to the sections within the descriptions 
designated Prerequisites, Restrictions, and Advice. 

Biology, Chemistry, or Physics Lab Support 
Year · 2 CreditS

These	enhanced	lab	courses	are	an	opportunity	for	stu-
dents to go deeper into the hands-on experience of sci-
ence.		Each	will	offer	students	the	chance	to	explore	core	
scientific content more deeply and go beyond the experi-
ence of a standard college-preparatory level course.  Stu-
dents will be given opportunities to conduct their own 
experiments	and	share	their	work	with	others.		These	
courses are for students who would like more laboratory 
support and meets one period per week, either before or 
after school.

Integrated Science  (P)                         Year · 10 CreditS

This	is	an	introductory	science	course	which	combines	
earth science, cosmology, ecology, biology, physics, and 
chemistry. It is recommended for junior and senior 
students who wish to take a college preparatory science 
class but who have not yet earned a “C” or better in 
Advanced	Biology	and/or	Chemistry.	This	course	satis-
fies one of the two years of science required for gradua-
tion.	UC/CSU	(g)

Biology   Year · 10 CreditS

This	course	is	designed	around	a	series	of	experiments	
related	to	Human	Biology,	Evolution,	Genetics,	and	
Ecology. Experimentation is used in the development of 
an	understanding	of	these	topics.	This	course	is	recom-
mended for junior and senior students who need to earn 
high	school	life	science	credit.		This	course	is	not	UC/
CSU	approved.	prerequiSite:	Grade	10-12.	

ROP Biotechnology 1/2 (P) (CTE)                Year · 10 
CreditS

See	course	descriptions	on	page	12.

ROP Biotechnology 3/4 (P) (CTE)       Year · 10 CreditS

See	course	descriptions	on	page	12.

Advanced Biology (H)  Year · 10 CreditS 
This	course	considers	the	basic	concepts	of	biology	
from an experimental and biochemical viewpoint. Top-
ics include the origin of life, unity and diversity of life, 
bio-energetics	(cell	respiration,	photosynthesis,	enzyme	
functions) genetics, evolution, anatomy and physiology, 
and ecology. Emphasis is placed on understanding sci-
ence and its role in society. Experimentation is stressed. 
UC/CSU	(d)	

AMPS-Forensic Science (P)    Year · 10 CreditS 
This	class	is	offered	exclusively	in	AMPS.		See	course	
description	on	page	35.	UC/CSU	(g)

AP Biology (H)    Year · 10 CreditS 
This	Advanced	Placement	course	is	designed	to	be	the	
equivalent of a college introductory biology course taken 
by	biology	majors.	This	course	differs	from	Advanced	
Biology	with	respect	to	the	textbook	used,	the	range	and	
depth	of	topics	covered	and	the	time	and	effort	required	
by students. Molecular, cellular and evolution biology 
represent	approximately	50%	of	the	course	material.	
Organismic and population biology is studied from 
a molecular, cellular and developmental viewpoint. 
Advice: Students taking this course should have a firm 
grasp of basic concepts of biology and chemistry that are 
typically presented in middle school. Additionally, skill 
in algebraic reasoning is required for success. Students 
must be able to recall basic facts and synthesize these 
into major concepts and themes. Time spent in read-
ing the text is about twice that expected for Advanced 
Biology.	prerequiSiteS: Grades	10-12.	“C”	or	better	in	
Advanced	Biology.	Enrollment	in	AP	Biology	is	a	year-
long commitment and requires submission of test results 
for the corresponding AP test. Students must attend an 
informational meeting in the spring before the course, 
at which they will be given a sample assignment to com-
plete	and	told	about	the	expectations.	UC/CSU	(d)

IB Biology (SL)   Year · 10 CreditS 
This	class	is	offered	exclusively	in	BIHS.		See	course	
description	on	page	44.		UC/CSU	(d)
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Honors Anatomy and 
Physiology (H)  Year · 10 CreditS 

An honors elective course devoted to the in-depth 
study of the human body with applications from his-
tology, bacteriology, and chemistry. Major systems of 
the human body are stressed using requisite materials 
from many of the animal phyla. Extensive laboratory 
exercises are provided as well as collateral examinations 
of current studies in the human sciences. Individual 
student research investigations are encouraged. Advice: 
Students enrolling in this course should realize that it 
is a college level course and as such may require more 
study and preparation time than required in a normal 
high school course. prerequiSite:	Grade	11-12.	Student	
must	have	a	grade	of	“B”	or	better	in	Chemistry	and	
Advanced	Biology;	one	year	of	AP	science	preferred.	
UC/CSU	(d)

AP Environmental Science (H) (CTE)  
  Year · 10 CreditS 

The	equivalent	of	an	introductory	college	course	in	envi-
ronmental science, this is a comprehensive, integrated 
exploration of biological, chemical and physical aspects 
of ecological issues, principles and methods, including 
field	study.		The	interdisciplinary	curriculum	draws	
on interrelationships between the natural and social 
sciences, and more global considerations, such as envi-
ronmental justice and ethics.  Topics covered include 
ecosystem and biome study, managing,restoring, and 
protecting	ecosystems,	energy	efficiency	and	renewable	
energy, global climate change and ozone loss, water 
and land resources, and sustaining human societies.         
prerequiSiteS:	Grades	11-12.	Students	must	have	com-
pleted	Chemistry/AP	Chemistry	and	Advanced	Biology	
or	AP	Biology.	Enrollment	in	AP	Environmental	Science	
is a year-long commitment and requires submission of 
test	results	for	the	corresponding	AP	test.	UC/CSU	(d).

IB-SL Environmental Systems 
& Societies (SL)  Year · 10 CreditS 

This	class	is	offered	exclusively	in	BIHS.		See	course	
description	on	page	44.	UC/CSU	(d)

Renewable and Sustainable
Energy (P) (CTE) Year · 10 CreditS 

Renewable and Sustainable Energy focuses on energy 
literacy and understanding the energy sector of the 
emerging	green	economy.	The	overall	curriculum	
focuses on the various renewable energy technologies 
and sustainable design practices and their current appli-
cations.  Emphasis will be placed on electricity, electron-

ics,	energy	consumption,	energy	generation,	efficiency,	
and	conservation.	This	course	prepares	students	for	
careers and postsecondary education in energy conser-
vation and related field. prerequiSiteS: “C” or better in 
Advanced	Biology	and	concurrent	enrollment	in	or	a	
passing	grade	in	Chemistry.	UC/CSU	(d)

Physical Science   Year · 10 CreditS 
This	is	a	survey	course	of	physical	science	disciplines,	
mechanics, optics, sound, chemistry, astronomy, geol-
ogy, meteorology and electricity. Specific topics may 
vary	from	year	to	year.	This	course	is	not	UC/CSU	
approved.	This	course	is	recommended	for	junior	and	
senior students who need to earn high school physical 
science credit.

Chemistry (P)      Year · 10 CreditS 
This	course	considers	information	necessary	for	a	basic	
understanding of the chemical behavior of matter. 
Such topics as atomic-molecular theory weight rela-
tions, the mole concept, the behavior of gases, solutions, 
the structure of matter, equilibrium, acid-base theory, 
oxidation-reduction reactions and chemical bonding 
are covered. Experimentation is stressed and is used 
to allow students to discover principles for themselves.                  
prerequiSiteS: “C”	or	better	in	Algebra	I.	UC/CSU	(d)	

AP Chemistry (H)  Year · 10 CreditS 
This	course	provides	an	opportunity	for	the	more	able	
student to pursue a college level course. Emphasis is on 
chemistry as an intellectual activity and on the rigor-
ous training in fundamentals needed for future work in 
chemistry or related fields. Topics covered include the 
structure of matter, reactions, descriptive chemistry and 
chemical	calculations.	The	laboratory	will	involve	indi-
vidual observations of chemical substances and reac-
tions, the recording and interpretation of data, and the 
calculation of results based on the obtained data. Stu-
dents enrolling in this course should realize that it is a 
college-level course and as such may require more study 
and preparation time than required in a regular high 
school course. prerequiSiteS: Strong interest in science, 
very	strong	preparation	in	Algebra	1	or	IMP	2.	Success	
in this class does not require any previous knowledge of 
chemistry but does require good algebra, reading and 
problem-solving skills. Enrollment in AP Chemistry 
is a year-long commitment and requires submission of 
test results for the corresponding AP test. Students must 
attend an informational meeting in the spring before the 
course, at which they will be given a sample assignment 
to	complete	and	told	about	the	expectations.	UC/CSU	(d)
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IB Chemistry (SL) Year · 10 CreditS 
This	class	is	offered	exclusively	in	BIHS.		See	course	
description	on	page	44.	UC/CSU	(d)

Physics (P)       Year · 10 CreditS 
This	is	a	laboratory	course	that	covers	classic	mechanics	
(motion,	forces,	energy	and	momentum)	in	the	fall	term	
and waves, optics, light, electricity and magnetism in the 
spring term through a combination of lecture/discus-
sion, labs, demonstration and problem solving practice. 
The	laboratory	experiments	emphasize	hands-on	appli-
cations and problem solving that help students make 
sense	of	concepts.	An	“Egg	Drop”	project/contest	near	
the end of the fall term provides an opportunity for stu-
dents to apply the classic physics they have learned in a 
fun and creative way. An independent research project/
presentation near the end of the spring term provides 
and important opportunity for students to challenge 
themselves to learn about a physics related topic of per-
sonal interest to them. prerequiSiteS:	Grades	11-12.	
Completion of Algebra and Geometry or equivalents 
with	a	“B”	or	better.	UC/CSU	(d)

AP Physics C (H)      Year · 10 CreditS 
Emphasis is on the mathematical description of physical 
phenomena.	This	course	covers	the	same	range	of	topics	
as the introductory college year for physics, science, and 
engineering majors. Topics include mechanics, electric-
ity and magnetism, plus some cosmology and particle 
physics, special relativity and other modern topics as 
time permits. Laboratory work is included. Advice: Stu-
dents enrolling in this course should realize that it is a 
college-level course and as such may require more study 
and preparation than required in a regular high school 
course. Physics should not be taken prior to this course. 
prerequiSiteS: Strong interest in science and concur-
rent	enrollment	in	or	prior	completion	of	Calculus	B	
and approval of instructor. Enrollment in AP Physics is 
a year-long commitment and requires submission of test 
results for the corresponding AP test. Students should 
attend an informational meeting in the spring before the 
course, at which they will be given a sample assignment 
to	complete	and	told	about	the	expectations.	UC/CSU	(d)	

Physics of Energy (P) Year · 10 Credits

Physics of Energy allows students to study physics in 
a unique way that blends a traditional physics cur-
riculum with topics unique to the energy and utilities 
sector. In addition to classroom activities, experiments 
and labs, students will investigate physics through a 

detailed study of electricity and magnetism, thermo-
dynamics, and energy technologies related to power 
generation, transmission, distribution and use. Areas 
of study include motion and forces, matter and energy, 
heat and thermodynamics, waveforms, electricity and 
magnetism. Additional areas of study will include 
energy	auditing	and	efficiency,	global	climate	change,	
environmental and health and safety issues connected to 
the energy and utilities sector.  A strong focus will be on 
giving students familiarity with career paths connected 
with this growing and dynamic area of the economy. 
prerequiSiteS: “C” or better in Algebra I, Geometry or 
IMP	2.	UC/CSU	(d)	
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Arts	programs	are	a	vital	component	of	a	well-rounded	education	for	all	students.	Berke-
ley	High’s	Arts	programs	provide	excellent	preparation	for	the	student	who	plans	to	focus	
on	the	arts	in	college	or	career.	The	BHS	community	believes	that	art	courses	benefit	all	
students because the process of creating and critiquing art engages students in higher 
order thinking skills, such as analysis, synthesis, evaluation, and flexible, imaginative thinking. 

The	California	Department	of	Education	published	data	
that solidly supports art education for all students. An 
excerpt: “Research shows that students of the arts continue 
to outperform their non-arts peers on the SAT. According 
to	the	College	Board,	1995	SAT	scores	for	students	who	
studied	the	arts	for	more	than	four	years	were	59	points	
higher	on	the	verbal	and	44	points	higher	on	the	math	por-
tion than students with no course work or experience in 
the arts.” 

The	four	art	disciplines	of	the	BHS	Arts	Department:	
Dance,	Music,	Drama,	and	Visual	Arts,	cover	the	Califor-
nia	State	Board	of	Education	Arts	Standards	for	artistic	
perception, creative expression, historical and cultural 
context, aesthetic valuing and connections, relations and 
applications.	Almost	all	classes	fulfill	the	Visual	and	Per-
forming	Arts	requirements	for	BHS	and	UC/CSU	eligibil-
ity. 

Art	electives	are	year-long	classes.	Offerings	may	vary	year-
to-year, dependent on student sign-up. Students should 
provide first and second choices and may not receive their 
first choice.

Visual	Arts	Courses	
Drawing (P)  Year · 10 CreditS 

Students will learn the foundational skills needed to 
draw	real	world	objects.	The	course	study	will	focus	on	
line, shape/form, shading, perspective, positive/negative 
space, principles of composition, and the elements of 
design.	Drawing	techniques,	the	use	of	art	vocabulary,	
exhibitions, critiques, and portfolio building will be 
explored. Students will work on developing a personal 
style. Media used will be pencils, erasers, charcoal, ink 
&	pen,	as	well	as	an	array	of	different	papers.	Students	
will	keep	up	an	active	sketchbook	and	there	is	a	$10	
materials	fee.	UC/CSU	(f)

Advanced Drawing & Painting (P)  Year · 10 CreditS 
This	course	is	an	in-depth	exploration	of	drawing,	
painting, and design with student-designed projects as 
well	as	class	projects.	The	development	of	each	student’s	
individual style is further accomplished through topics 
ranging from abstraction to realism along with varied 
problem-solving themes. Color will be taught as well as 
advanced composition, varied subject matter, and an art 
history	component.	There	will	be	a	range	of	drawing	and	
painting	media,	including	acrylics.	There	will	be	mixed	
media and projects that include poetry and creative 
writing. Students will have exhibitions, critiques, port-
folio building, and guest presenters. Students will keep 
up	an	active	sketchbook	and	there	is	a	$15	materials	fee.	
prerequiSite: Satisfactory	completion	of	Drawing.		 	
UC/CSU	(f)

Ceramics (P)  Year · 10 CreditS

This	class	is	an	introduction	to	the	basic	techniques	of	
hand-building	and	the	Potter’s	Wheel.	The	emphasis	
is on both pottery and sculpture. Students will learn 
different	glazing	techniques	including	low,	medium,	
and high fire glaze. Students will become familiar with 
both oxidation and reduction firing processes. History 
of	Ceramics	and	Design	are	included	in	the	second	
semester	students	will	learn	different	surface	treatments	
and more advanced building techniques. Emphasis is 
on	Design,	Craftsmanship,	and	Conceptual	Art.	This	
course requires a high degree of commitment to aca-
demic work and to the purposes of a program designed 
to meet college/university standards in oral and writing 
skills.	Materials	costs	are	$15	for	a	set	of	your	own	per-
sonal	tools	and	25	lbs.	of	clay.	UC/CSU	(f)

Advanced Ceramics (P)  Year · 10 CreditS

This	class	is	an	opportunity	for	students	to	continue	
exploration in Ceramics. Students are encouraged to 
develop a personal style through technical and aesthetic 
choices. Students will continue to learn more advanced 
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processes, explore Conceptual Art, Ceramics History, 
and engage in formal critiques. Other areas of study 
include	glaze	calculation	and	firing	kilns.	There	is	a	
materials	fee	of	$10	which	covers	some	clay	and	tools.	
Expect	to	spend	$20	on	clay	for	the	year	(clay	costs	$5	a	
bag). prerequiSite: Satisfactory completion of Ceram-
ics (P).	UC/CSU	(f)

AP Art History (H) Year · 10 CreditS

This	course	is	an	introduction	to	the	history	of	art. The	
majesty and diversity of the visual arts are examined in 
detailed discussions. Students analyze significant art-
works	from	Classical	Greece	to	Song	Dynasty	China	to	
Baroque	France	to	global	art	in	the	21st	century	in	terms	
of their social and historical context. We will focus our 
studies on methods of visual and contextual analysis, 
understanding	how	a	particular	artwork’s	form	reveals	
its meaning and why those works were made. 	There	
will also be regular art-making projects, such as making 
paint,	to	help	us	understand	the	role	artists’	materials	
play	in	the	development	of	art.	No	previous	experience	
in a studio art class is required, although students will 
need a high degree of commitment to academic work. 
Open to all juniors, seniors and sophomores by permis-
sion of the instructor. UC/CSU	(g)

 AP Studio Art (H)
The	Advanced	Placement	Studio	Art	program	enables	
highly motivated students to do college-level work in 
studio art while still in high school. AP Studio Art is 
not based on a written examination: Instead, candidates 
submit a portfolio of work for evaluation at the end 
of the school year. Students must develop discipline, 
personal insight, critical judgment, and technical skill 
necessary for the preparation of this portfolio. Materials 
cost	of	$50	for	slides	needed	for	AP	exam.	prerequiSite: 
Advanced	Drawing	and	Painting.	UC/CSU	(f)	

IB Studio Art (SL) (H) Year · 10 CreditS

This	course	is	open	to	all	juniors	or	seniors	from	any	
learning community on campus. In this rigorous, inter-
disciplinary art course, students are taught to think 
about making art as a way to research science, his-
tory, religion, psychology and other subjects. Students 
will develop an investigation question driven by their 
own interests, and use the year to explore this ques-
tion through research, discussion, writing, drawing & 
painting, sculpture, and multi-media. Each student will 
make	between	10-20	pieces	of	art	in	any	media	they	
choose. A fundamental aspect of the class is the research 
workbook, where students document their investiga-

tions and reflections in the form of sketches, images 
and writing. Students will have the option to take the SL 
level	IB	Exam	in	the	first	year	of	the	course,	or	the	HL	
level	IB	exam	if	they	choose	to	take	the	course	again	in	
the spring of their second year.  All students will plan 
an individual exhibition of their body of work to be 
shown during Spring semester. A passing score on the 
IB	exam	is	accepted	for	college	credit	at	many	universi-
ties. Although all students will need a high degree of 
self-motivation and commitment to academic work, you 
do not have to have highly advanced art skills to excel.  
Prerequisite: One year of art or permission of the 
instructor.	UC/CSU	(f)

Creative Arts (P)  Year · 10 CreditS

This	course	introduces	students	to	a	wide	variety	of	art	
processes with a concentration on sculptural and print 
mediums. Two-dimensional media possibilities include: 
collage, linoleum block printing, monotype printing, 
silkscreen, paper-making and basic drawing skills. 
Three-dimensional	processes	include:	plaster,	papier-
mâché,	ceramics,	welding	and	jewelry.	First	semester	
focuses on basic skills and creative expression while sec-
ond semester delves deeper into certain media and mas-
tery of processes while fostering individual voice and 
critical thinking using visual language. Studio materials 
fee	is	$10.00.	UC/CSU	(f)

ROP Art of Video Production (P) (CTE)  
  Year · 10 CreditS

This	course	will	focus	on:	media	literacy	training	and	
fiction/documentary production. 

Media literacy serves as the foundation of the curricu-
lum in which we will develop our critical thinking and 
viewing skills in the areas of point of view, narrative, 
discourse and diversity. We will focus on how conven-
tional media manipulates the way we receive informa-
tion while we simultaneously construct images ourselves 
to more accurately reflect our experiences. As we explore 
a variety of elements in fiction and documentary pro-
duction, we will produce work that will depart from 
conventional	media.	UC/CSU	(f)

rop advanced Studio editing (p) (cte)           
Year · 10 CreditS

This	class,	with	a	career	technical	education	focus,	will	
expand	on	ROP	Art	of	Video	in	the	junior	year	so	that	
students leave with a high level of production skillsStu-
dents will develop their skills in screenwriting, camera 
work, framing & composition, sound design, lighting, 
and	non-linear	editing	with	Final	Cut	Pro.	Students	
learn advanced techniques in editing using Adobe After 
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Effects,	Live	Type,	and	other	programs.		Projects	include	
“Portraits”	and	the	“Senior	Thesis	Documentary,”	both	
of which focus on documenting oral history within 
our communities. Advanced video is also about creat-
ing	final	portfolios	and	online	streaming	of	work.	This	
course is designed to use video in real world contexts 
so students use their skills to serve the community. 
Some pursue careers in a variety of fields: filmmaking, 
music production, web design, spoken word, journal-
ism, graphic design, television production. Many use 
these skills to support their academic learning in college 
and graduate school. Alumni often do media work as a 
hobby	or	a	side	job.	This	class	is	taught	by	a	professional	
filmmaker and will provide students with options for 
media career pathways. Alumni and independent film-
makers will visit the classroom to talk about their media 
work	and	possibilities	after	high	school.	Film	festivals	
bring films and filmmakers to the school to support our 
media	theme.	UC/CSU	(f)

Digital Photo (P)  Year · 10 CreditS

This	course	is	designed	to	introduce	students	to	the	
graphic capabilities of the computer as a tool for artistic 
expression. Students will learn how to use graphics soft-
ware	(Photoshop	and	Illustrator)	to	manipulate	images	
from	digital	cameras,	scanners	and	the	Internet.	There	
will be a focus on learning art fundamentals, composi-
tion, line, shape, space, color theory, texture and pat-
terning as they apply to graphic design. Students will 
explore how technology can be used as a tool in the 
making of a wide variety of art forms, such as collage, 
political commentary, bookmaking, portraiture, photo-
journalism, and mixed media sculpture. Students will 
be expected to create a digital portfolio, participate in 
critiques	and	exhibit	their	work.	UC/CSU	(f)	

rop advanced digital   
pHotograpHy (p) (cte)  Year · 10 CreditS

Advanced	Digital	Photography	is	one	of	the	media	
choices for CAS seniors and is also available to all 
BHS	students.	In	this	class	students	will	expand	upon	
their photographic and design skills. Each student will 
create a portfolio of prints and work that highlights 
their knowledge of Adobe PhotoShop, digital printing 
techniques, and aesthetic choices.  In addition to their 
visual artwork students will develop editorial essays and 
responses on topics including photo-journalism as an 
agent of social change, the role of media in society, and 
the connection between art and social justice.  Students 
will work primarily with AdobePhotoShop, but will also 

explore	InDesign,	and	web	blogging.		Topics	covered	
include self portraiture/autobiography, poster-making, 
fundamentals of photography, studio photography, 
printing techniques, documentary, and self-directed 
topics.	ROP	Advanced	Digital	Photography	is	a	Career	
Technical	Education	(CTE)	class,	in	which	students	
are	being	trained	by	a	professional	photographer.	The	
curriculum is focused on giving students real world 
photographic skills, in addition to helping expand their 
artistic	ideas.	UC/CSU	(f)

Beginning Photography (P)  Year · 10 CreditS 
This	is	an	introduction	to	black	and	white	photography.	
Students learn the fundamentals of 35mm cameras, 
taking pictures, film processing and printing pictures. 
The	school	has	complete	darkroom	facilities.	Themes	
covered include portraiture, documentary, landscapes, 
cityscapes, still life, abstraction and manipulation. Sec-
ond semester emphasis is on individual solutions to class 
projects.	This	class	is	a	detailed	course	of	study	looking	
into the nature and possibilities of personal expres-
sion through advanced black and white photographic 
technique. Emphasis is on design and creativity. His-
tory of photography and field trips to local museums 
are	included.	A	35mm	camera	is	necessary.	The	school	
has some basic cameras to loan to students with permis-
sion from a parent who agrees to replace the camera if 
it	is	lost.	There	is	a	$25.00	materials	fee	(expect	to	spend	
$40.00	per	semester).	UC/CSU	(f)		

Advanced Photography (P)  Year · 10 CreditS 
Students are encouraged to develop a personal style 
through technical and aesthetic choices. Students 
continue to practice advanced darkroom procedures, 
engage in formal critiques, explore the history of pho-
tography	and	create	exhibition	quality	images.	The	
course emphasizes alternative techniques such as mul-
tiple printing, photomontage, and solarization. Also 
included is an introduction to color printing procedures. 
There	is	a	$30	materials	fee	(expect	to	spend	$40	per	
semester).	All	other	equipment	is	available.	This	course	
requires a high degree of commitment to academic 
work. prerequiSite:	“C”	or	better	in	Beginning	Pho-
tography.	UC/CSU	(f)		
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ROP Advanced Photography (P) (CTE)  
  Year · 10 CreditS 

This	course	is	open	to	students	who	have	successfully	
completed	Beginning	and	Advanced	Photography.	This	
class is a continuation of Advanced Photography. It 
emphasizes color photography and advanced black and 
white techniques through the development of an out-
standing final portfolio, in-depth exploration of alterna-
tive processes, studio lighting and experimentation in 
medium and large format photography. Also included 
are field trips and guest artists as well as preparation for 
careers	in	photography.	There	will	be	a	unit	on	digital	
photography.	This	course	requires	a	high	degree	of	com-
mitment	to	academic	work.	UC/CSU	(f)		

Performing	Arts	Courses	
Dramatic	Arts	courses	meet	the	Berkeley	High	School	
graduation requirements for performing arts credit for 
all	students.	Performing	Arts	Department	courses	that	
satisfy	the	UC/CSU“f”	requirement	are	listed	under	the	
quick-look reference chart at the beginning of this sec-
tion. note:	UC/CSU	require	one	year	of	visual	and/or	
performing arts courses. 

Dramatic Arts/Acting Workshop (P)  
  Year · 10 CreditS 

draMatic artS	(Beginning	Drama),	introduces	stu-
dents to the fundamentals of theatrical production. 
Students learn the basic elements and vocabulary of 
the theater as well as how to use these tools to create 
informal and formal pieces of theater, from improvisa-
tions to short one-act plays. In addition to performance, 
students grasp how theater came to be and understand it 
in its cultural context through field trips to professional 
productions and class reading and writing projects. Stu-
dents learn the rudiments of how to gauge the aesthetic 
value	of	different	theatrical	experiences	as	well	as	how	
principles of theater can be used and applied to problem 
solving in other contexts. Students learn that the orga-
nizational, leadership, analytical and time-management 
skills of the theater can also be utilized in other disci-
plines	and	professions.	Dramatic	Arts	is	designed	to	
acquaint students with various aspects of theatre: acting, 
costuming, make-up, speech, lighting, directing, and 
scene design. Primary stress is on the language skills of 
listening and speaking through reading and interpreta-
tion of dramatic literature and evaluating performances. 
Emphasis is on acting, scene study, and character devel-

opment. A secondary emphasis is placed on writing. 
Students	prepare	in-class	performances.	UC/CSU	(f

acting workSHop:	Through	movement,	voice	exer-
cises, theatre games, and scene study, students develop 
the tools they need for building competent stage perfor)  
mance. Class members perform improvisation and/or 
short formal scenes before invited audiences. Advanced 
students have the opportunity to direct one act plays for 
Production/Acting	performances.	UC/CSU	(f)		

Production/Acting  SemeSter · 5 CreditS 
Students	in	this	class	are	cast	members	of	the	play(s)	
being performed by Performing Arts during the semes-
ter. Enrollment is determined after auditions, which 
are announced in the student bulletin each semester. 
Students are not allowed to enroll in this class until the 
play(s)	have	been	cast.	prerequiSite:	By	audition	only.	

Stagecraft  SemeSter · 5 CreditS 
Students design, light and build sets and properties for 
current Performing Arts productions. 

Advanced Theater Projects (CTE)  Year · 10 CreditS 
Students delve deeply into several theatrical disciplines 
including mask-work, voice-technique, stage combat, 
Movement	Theater,	Suzuki	and	Grotowski	techniques;	
as	well	as	several	styles	of	theater	directing.	Through	
two major research papers, students explore deeply, 
two	different	historical	periods	as	represented	in	the	
major playwrights, directors and plays they produced.         
prerequiSite:	Acting	Workshop	and	audition.	UC/CSU	(f)	

t note: The	following	courses	can	earn	credit	in	 
either perforMing artS or pHySical education 

Beginning Modern/Jazz Dance (P)  Year · 10 CreditS 
This	course	introduces	students	to	the	specific	dance	
techniques of famous choreographers from the Modern/
Jazz movement in American dance, beginning in the 
early	20th	Century.	Students	study	the	influential	styles	
of	Isadora	Duncan,	Martha	Graham,	Alvin	Ailey,	Merce	
Cunningham	and	contemporary	choreographers.	Daily	
practice	includes	technical	training;	improvisation	and	
creative	composition;	informal	performances	of	solo/
group	choreography.	This	course	may	be	taken	as	P.E.	or	
Performing	Arts	credit.	UC/CSU	(f)	
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Advanced Dance/Dance Projects (P)   
  Year  · 10 CreditS 

advanced dance: Advanced dance techniques and 
choreographic forms. Students are expected to have a 
high level of technical ability, as well as a comfortable 
knowledge of choreographic elements. Course syllabus 
may include: improvisational performance structures, 
master classes with guest choreographers, research 
projects, performance critiques, field trips to live per-
formances. Students perform in informal public perfor-
mances.	This	course	may	be	taken	for	P.E.	or	Performing	
Arts credit. prerequiSite:	“C”	or	better	in	Beginning	
Dance	and	teacher	recommendation.	UC/CSU	(f)		

dance projectS: Advanced dance techniques, chore-
ography and research into various areas of dance such 
as teaching, therapy and performance. Class culminates 
in a concert featuring live music. Students interested in 
both dance and music are encouraged to enroll. Students 
are required to attend rehearsals outside of class time. 
This	course	may	be	taken	as	P.E.	or	Performing	Arts	
credit. prerequiSite:	“C”	or	better	in	Beginning	Dance	
and	teacher	recommendation.	UC/CSU	(f)	

Dance Production/Choreography (P)   
  Year  · 10 CreditS 

dance production: Advanced dance techniques and 
choreography, culminating in formal dance concert. 
Students are required to attend rehearsals outside of 
class	time.	This	course	may	be	taken	for	P.E.	or	Perform-
ing Arts credit. prerequiSite:	By	auditions	only,	held	in	
the	previous	spring.	UC/CSU	(f)	

cHoreograpHy:	This	course	is	designed	for	experienced	
dancers interested in expanding their knowledge of 
choreographic techniques. Assignments may include 
improvisational performance scores, outdoor perfor-
mances, and interdisciplinary projects combining text, 
dance	and	music.	This	course	functions	as	a	dance	com-
pany, creating and producing a show with two distinct 
components: at least one piece directed by local Master 
Choreographer along with collaborative student chore-
ography of an original work based on a theme. Students 
are required to attend rehearsals outside of class time. 
This	course	may	be	taken	for	P.E.	credit.	UC/CSU	(f)	

tnote: african aMerican StudieS courses which 
can	earn	performing	arts	credit:	(See	course	descrip-
tions under African American Studies department.) 

African Haitian Dance  Year  · 10 CreditS 
Advanced African Haitian Dance  Year · 10 CreditS

See deSCriPtionS on Page 59.

Music	
Concert Chorale (P) Year  · 10 CreditS 
Chorus

This	class	emphasizes	the	fundamentals	of	vocal	tech-
nique and performances of a varied repertoire of choral 
music.	The	class	typically	performs	Broadway,	rock,	gos-
pel, soul and art music.  Students also have the oppor-
tunity	to	perform	as	soloists	and	in	small	groups.	The	
chorus	performs	in	two	concerts	each	year	(one	fall,	one	
spring).  Students do not need to read music in order to 
enter	the	class;	they	will	learn	to	read	as	the	class	pro-
gresses.	UC/CSU	(f)	

Concert Orchestra (P)  Year  · 10 CreditS 
String, wind and percussion players study and perform 
orchestra literature as well as ensemble music, develop-
ing the craftsmanship and mastery necessary to mold 
music into a creative expression. prerequiSite: Audi-
tion	and	teacher	consent.	UC/CSU	(f)	

Concert Band (P) Year  · 10 CreditS 
In this entry level class, wind, brass and percussion 
players study and perform concert/pep band literature 
as well as full orchestra literature, developing the crafts-
manship and mastery necessary to mold music into a 
creative expression. prerequiSite:	Fundamental	skill	
level	on	wind,	brass	or	percussion	instrument.		UC/CSU	(f)	

Chamber Orchestra (P)  Year  · 10 CreditS 
String ensemble section: In this auditioned ensemble, 
upper level string players study and perform orchestral 
and chamber literature as appropriate, developing the 
craftsmanship and mastery necessary to mold music 
into a creative expression. Students in this ensemble can 
expect to have many opportunities to perform through-
out the course. prerequiSite: Audition and teacher 
consent.	UC/CSU	(f)

Wind ensemble section: In this auditioned ensemble, 
upper level wind, brass and percussion players study and 
perform orchestral and chamber literature as appropri-
ate, developing the craftsmanship and mastery neces-
sary to mold music into a creative expression. Students 
in this ensemble can expect to have many opportunities 
to perform throughout the course. prerequiSite: Audi-
tion	and	teacher	consent.	UC/CSU	(f)	

Guitar (P-Pending)   Year  · 10 CreditS

Students will learn to be proficient-to-advanced guitar 
players	using	a	variety	of	genres	(pop,	rock,	R&B,	blues,	
folk, etc.).  Class structure is student-centered, cater-
ing	to	students’	individual	interests,	learning	style,	and	
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pace.	Any	level	of	experience	(including	no	experience)	
is	welcome.	Guitars	are	provided.	UC/CSU	(f)	(P-Pending)												

AP Music Theory (H)                  Year  · 10 CreditS

This	is	a	college	level	music	theory	course	covering	both	
written	theory	and	ear	training.	This	class	will	include	
the following: music theory, composition, dictation, 
and	sight	singing.	This	course	is	designed	to	prepare	the	
high school musician for the Advanced Placement exam 
in	Music	Theory.	prerequiSiteS: Consent of teacher, 
working knowledge of major and minor scales and circle 
of	fifths,	ability	to	read	music	in	at	least	two	clefs.	UC/
CSU	(f)

IB Music (SL) (HL) (H)          Year  · 10 CreditS

Musical Perception and Analysis is designed to prepare 
students to analyze widely diverse musical genres and 
styles from both a historical and a cultural perspective. 
Students	study	elemental	building	blocks	of	music	(mel-
ody, harmony, rhythm, texture, and form) as well as the 
function	of	music.	This	stream	of	study	culminates	in	a	
study	of	IB	prescribed	works.	Students	study	a	variety	
of cultural topics and eras of music, as well as a study of 
tradition and popular music styles. Students learn how 
to	write	about	music.	This	stream	of	study	culminates	in	
the Musical Links Investigation, a required element of 
the	diploma	in	music.	This	course	is	designed	to	prepare	
the	high	school	musicians	for	the	IB	diploma	in	music.	
prerequiSiteS: Consent of teacher, ability to read 
music, working knowledge of major and minor scales 
and	circle	of	fifths.	UC/CSU	(f)

Jazz Lab Band I (P)                                  Year  · 10 CreditS

This	class	focuses	on	developing	skills	necessary	for	
woodwind, brass, string, and rhythm section players 
to play jazz with facility.  Topics include jazz theory, 
history, improvisation, sight reading of typical jazz 
rhythms, and ensemble playing techniques for both big 
band and combo arrangements.  Students are required 
to participate in 3 concerts per year.                           
prerequiSiteS: At least 7th grade level ability to read 
music and play your instrument with good technique.  
This	class	is	not	for	beginners,	but	is	a	continuation	of	
middle school music classes.  Admission by recommen-
dation of a middle school music teacher or by consent of 
the	high	school	Jazz	Director.		Because	this	is	a	perform-
ing	ensemble,	class	size	is	limited	to	2	each	of	piano/
bass/vibes/guitar and drums. However, there is no limit 
to	woodwinds	(saxes,	clarinets,	flutes),	brass	(trumpets	
and	trombones)	and	strings	(violins,	violas,	celli).	UC/
CSU	(f)

Jazz Lab Band II (P)                                 Year  · 10 CreditS

In this class we continue the work begun in Jazz Lab 
I, focusing on more advanced jazz theory, improvis-
ing over more complex harmonies, sight reading more 
complex passages, and working to perfect harder big 
band	arrangements.		This	band	performs	frequently	–	at	
least	4	concerts	and	2	competitive	jazz	festivals	per	year,	
all	of	which	are	required	(calendar	handed	out	the	first	
day of school). prerequiSiteS: All students must read 
music	and	play	their	instruments	at	a	10th	grade	level	or	
higher.  Although satisfactory completion of Jazz Lab I is 
preferred, it is possible for advanced students to audition 
into Lab II without taking Lab I.   Admission is by audi-
tion only, and auditions are held in late April or early 
May.	Instrumentation	is	limited	to	2	each	of	rhythm	
section	players	(piano,	guitar,	vibes,	bass,	drums),	5	
trumpets,	4	trombones,	and	up	to	8	saxes.		On	rare	occa-
sions an advanced player on a non-traditional big band 
instrument may be granted admission by permission of 
the	instructor.	UC/CSU	(f)

Jazz Ensemble (P)                                    Year  · 10 CreditS

The	Berkeley	High	School	Jazz	Ensemble	is	one	of	the	
top high school jazz groups in the country.  Advanced 
students on traditional big band instruments are 
encouraged	to	audition.		The	focus	of	the	class	is	on	
performing advanced big band charts.  Skills addressed 
include jazz articulation and phrasing, sight reading 
advanced charts, group blend and balance, developing 
hard	swinging	grooves,	comping	effectively,	maintaining	
a consistent tempo, etc. Jazz theory is not directly taught 
in this class, which is why it is preferable that students 
take	jazz	lab	classes	first.	This	band	performs	frequently	
– at least 6 concerts and 3 competitive festivals yearly, all 
of	which	are	required	(calendar	handed	out	the	first	day	
of	school).	The	band	tours	internationally	every	other	
year, and fundraises actively. 
prerequiSiteS: Completion of Jazz Lab II is preferred 
but not required.  Admission by audition only.  Class 
size is limited to one or two each of rhythm sections 
players	(piano,	bass,	drums,	guitar	and	vibes),	5	trum-
pets,	4	trombones,	and	5	saxes.	UC/CSU	(f)
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The	World	Language	Department	strongly	
recommends that every student who 
intends to continue language studies 
beyond high school finish a minimum of 
three years of a foreign language while at 
BHS.	Students	reading	significantly	below	
grade level are advised to defer beginning a 
world language until their sophomore year. 
Students	who	don’t	receive	a	“C”	or	better	
in a course at the end of the year repeat the 
entire	year.	They	may	only	repeat	a	lan-
guage course once. Students may explore 
options	outside	of	Berkeley	High	School.		

all world language courSeS fulfill uc/cSu  
foreign language (e) requireMent. 

World	Language	Placement
Students with little or no previous language experience 
are	placed	in	a	level	1-2	class.	Students	with	previous	
experience are placed into the appropriate level based 
on their grades in a previous language course or on 
their score on a placement test. Middle-school Spanish 
students	in	a	BUSD	school	can	take	the	placement	test	
in their middle school. All other students can take the 
placement	test	at	BHS,	dates	and	times	to	be	announced.	
Students who believe they have been incorrectly placed 
should contact the World Languages co-chair or the 
World Languages vice-principal within the first two 
weeks of classes.

French 1/2 (P)  Year · 10 CreditS 
Students build communicative competence in the for-
eign	language	skills	(listening,	speaking,	reading,	and	
writing)	through	contextualized	vocabulary.	Themes	
include	students’	likes	and	dislikes,	daily	schedules,	
after-school activities, descriptions of family and 
friends, vacation travel, eating out, and shopping for 
food, clothing, and gifts. Students learn the present 
indicative, the passé composé with avoir and être and 
reflexive verbs in the present and passé composé.

French 3/4 (P)  Year · 10 CreditS 
The	structures	introduced	in	first	year	French	are	pre-
requisite	to	second	year	French.	Vocabulary	continues	to	
be contextualized through themes and expressed both 
orally and in writing. Reading comprehension develops 
through longer readings. Students learn direct and indi-
rect	object	pronouns.	The	imperfect	tense	is	introduced	
and	is	contrasted	with	the	passé	composé.	The	future	
and conditional tenses are also introduced. 
prerequiSite:	“C”	or	better	in	French	1/2(P)

	World	Language	Course	Progressions
9th 10th 11th 12th

E Spanish	1/2 Spanish	3/4	 Spanish	5/6	or	Med	Span	(CTE) Spanish	7/8		IB	SL	(H)

Spanish	3/4	 Spanish	5/6	or	Med	Span	(CTE) Spanish	7/8		IB	SL	(H) Spanish	Seminar	(AP)	IB	HL	(H)

Spanish	5/6	or	Medical	Spanish Spanish	7/8 Spanish	Seminar	(AP)	IB	SL	(H) Spanish	Literature	(AP)	IB	HL	(H)

Spanish	7/8 Spanish	Seminar	(AP)	(H) Spanish	Literature	(AP)	IB	SL	(H)

Span.	for	Native	Speakers	1/2 Span.	for	Native	Speakers	3/4	 Spanish	Seminar	(AP)	IB	SL	(H) Spanish	Literature	(AP)	IB	HL(H)

Latin	1/2	 Latin	3/4	 Latin	5	(P)/6	(AP)	(H) Latin	7/8	(SL)	IB	HL	(H)

Kiswahili	1/2 Kiswahili	3/4	 Kiswahili	5/6 Kiswahili	7/8	(SL)	IB	SL	(H)

French	1/2	 French	3/4	 French	5/6 French	7/8		IB	SL	(H)

French	3/4	 French	5/6	 French	7/8		IB	SL	(H) French	(AP)	IB	HL	(H)

Mandarin	1/2	 Mandarin	3/4	 Mandarin	5/6	 Mandarin	7/8		IB	SL	(H)

World Languages
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 French 5/6 (P)  Year · 10 CreditS 

Students expand oral and written skills through con-
versation,	grammar	study,	literature,	current	(or	recent)	
events, and music. Reading selections include works by 
Alexandre	Dumas,	Victor	Hugo,	Jules	Verne,	Arthur	
Rimbaud,	and	Charles	Baudelaire.	This	course	(French	
5/6)	is	not	intended	to	be	a	survey	of	French	literature,	
but rather a sampling of various writings that expand 
vocabulary, improve reading, writing, and speaking 
skills, and provide examples of certain grammatical 
constructs.	Verb	tenses	include	the	imperfect,	future,	
conditional, future perfect, conditional perfect, literary 
past, and subjunctive mood. prerequiSite: “C” or bet-
ter	in	French	3/4(P)

French 7/8 (P), IB French SL (H)  Year · 10 CreditS 
During	the	fourth	year,	students	review	the	main	gram-
matical points studied in previous years and read a 
variety	of	literary	pieces.	Throughout	the	year,	students	
work on refining their writing skills, improving their 
verbal	fluency,	and	gaining	broader	knowledge	of	French	
history,	culture,	and	art.	Freshmen	need	to	be	tested	to	
enroll.	Students	will	be	able	to	take	the	IB	standard	level	
SL	Test	at	the	end	of	this	year.	Not	open	to	IB	freshman	
or sophomore students. prerequiSite: “C” or better in 
French	5/6(P)

French Seminar (AP), IB French (SL), IB French (HL) 
(H) Year · 10 CreditS 

This	course	focuses	on	advanced	conversation,	reading,	
and	writing.	The	course	will	include	an	in-depth	review	
of	French	grammar,	extensive	readings,	frequent	in-class	
discussions, and regular writing assignments. Articles 
on current events will be read and analyzed in this class, 
as	well	as	representative	works	of	French	literature,	giv-
ing	students	the	ability	to	communicate	effectively	in	
both the everyday situational settings and in more aca-
demic milieus. Writing assignments will be longer and 
more complex. Students will express themselves using a 
variety of transition words, adjectives, and adverbs with 
ease to enrich their writings. Students will be capable of 
taking	the	AP	French	Language	exam	and	the	HL	level	
IB	exam	the	spring	of	their	senior	year.		prerequiSite: 
“C”	or	better	in	French	7/8	(P)

IB French Literature (HL) (H)    Year · 10 CreditS 
This	course	will	focus	on	the	most	important	French	
literary movements throughout the centuries, and 
would	offer	the	students	enrolled	the	opportunity	to	
study	some	of	the	major	work	of	French	literature.	It	is	
taught	entirely	in	French	and	is	geared	to	refine	reading	

comprehension, writing, listening comprehension and 
speaking	skills.	The	curriculum	will	connect	the	liter-
ary movements studied with the history and culture of 
France.	Assignments	include	readings,	small	group	and	
whole class discussions, individual and group presenta-
tions, papers, comprehension exercises and vocabulary 
building exercises.  Sample readings include:  Excerpts 
from	Le	Roman	de	la	Rose	(Medieval	literature),	Gar-
gantua	(16th	century),	Candide	(18th	century),	short	
stories	by	Maupassant,	Notre	Dame	de	Paris,	Germinal	
(19th	century),	La	Symphonie	Pastorale,	Le	Fantôme	
de	l’Opera,	L’Etranger,	Rhinoceros	(20th	century).									
prerequiSite:	“C”	or	better	in	French	7/8,	IB	French	SL,	
or	placement	test.	(P)

Kiswahili 1/2  (P)  Year · 10 CreditS 
This	is	the	introductory	course	in	Kiswahili	language.	
Listening and pronunciation are the most important 
aspects at this level. Students are taught basic vocabu-
lary, with emphasis on present and past tense. Students 
are required to master the map of Africa in order to 
understand where in Africa this language is spoken. 
In the second semester, students work on future tense 
and negative aspects of all tenses. Students write more 
complex sentences and use Kiswahili in communica-
tive activities. 

Kiswahili 3/4 (P)  Year · 10 CreditS 
Students are introduced to the noun classes of Kiswahili 
and	are	encouraged	to	speak	more	in	class.	They	write	
short compositions about their daily life experiences and 
other things that occur in their lives and surroundings. 
Students perform translation from English to Kiswahili 
and vice-versa. In the second semester, each student 
is given a teaching project whereby s/he actually 
teaches in class. prerequiSite: “C” or better in 
Kiswahili	1/2	(P)

Kiswahili 5/6 (P)  Year · 10 CreditS 
This	course	is	based	on	more	advanced	oral	and	written	
communication skills. Every student is expected to pick 
one	project	to	work	on.	The	course	continues	with	more	
translation, reading and composition writing. Students 
will be intensely involved in advanced grammar review. 
prerequiSite:	“C”	or	better	in	Kiswahili	3/4	(P)
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IB Kiswahili B (SL) (H) Year · 10 CreditS 

Kiswahili	B	SL	is	a	course	tailored	to	help	students	
develop their skills as speakers, listeners, readers and 
writers of a world language. Students will learn vocabu-
lary and word order of the language to converse intelli-
gibly	and	write	articles	in	Kiswahili.	They	will	also	read	
and comprehend text written in the Kiswahili language. 
The	course	will	include	a	thorough	review	of	Kiswahili	
grammar, extensive reading for a significant expan-
sion of vocabulary, frequent in-class presentations, and 
regular writing assignments of increasingly complex 
nature.	The	Kiswahili	B	SL	course	will	afford	students	
the opportunity to reach a higher degree of competence 
in	the	language	and	use	it	(skill	and	language)	to	explore	
the culture of its speakers, who are mostly the people 
found in the countries of Eastern and central Africa. 
They	will	also	explore	the	place,	past	and	present,	of	
Kiswahili speakers in the global community. Students 
will	be	capable	of	taking	the	SL	level	IB	exam	in	the	
spring of their senior year.prerequiSite: “C” or better 
in	Kiswahili	3/4	(P)

Latin 1/2 (P)  Year · 10 CreditS 
This	introductory	course	covers	basic	Latin	grammar,	
vocabulary building, English word etymologies, transla-
tion of simple stories. Includes mythology, geography of 
the ancient Mediterranean and rudimentary history of 
Rome. 

Latin 3/4 (P)  Year · 10 CreditS 
This	course	covers	the	completion	of	basic	Latin	gram-
mar, history of Greece, archaeology of Athens, more 
detailed history of Rome, archaeology of Pompeii and 
Herculaneum. It includes translation of Livy and Caesar, 
the lives of Caesar and the Julio-Claudians, and geogra-
phy of the Roman Empire. prerequiSite: “C” or better 
in	Latin	1/2	(P)

Latin 5 (P) Fall/ AP Latin 6 (AP) Spring,   
IB Latin (HL) 1st year (H)      Year · 10 CreditS 

The	focus	of	third	year	Latin	is	to	enable	students	to	
translate	various	Latin	writers	working	in	different	
literary genres across a span of historical and social 
circumstances. In the fall, students will continue the 
study of Caesar begun in the second year and will 
translate	selections	from	Cicero’s	Catilinarian	orations.	
In the spring they will begin a study of Latin poetry, 
focusing	on	Ovid	and	Vergil.	The	Augustan	Age	will	be	
the historical focus, as viewed through the contrasting 
lenses	of	Ovid,	the	exile,	and	Vergil,	the	court	poet.	
Students will learn metrics and figures of speech 
and will continue to acquire Latin vocabulary and 

grammatical structures to enable them to render into 
good	English	great	Latin	literature.	The	course	features	
a grand tour of Roman history, politics and society, as a 
backdrop against which to view contemporary literary 
offerings,	and	political	realities.	prerequiSite: “C” or 
better	in	Latin	3/4(P)

AP Latin 7/8 (AP),   
IB Latin (HL) 2nd year (H)        Year · 10 CreditS 

In the fourth year, students will continue the process of 
becoming	careful	and	perceptive	readers	of	Latin.	They	
will	continue	their	in-depth	study	of	Vergil’s	Aeneid.	
Students will work on their skills reading Latin epic 
poetry aloud, expressively, and observing the poetic 
meter. Also included: selected topics in ancient art, 
archaeology	and	ancient	history.	This	course	prepares	
students to take the AP Latin Literature exam in the 
spring.	For	BIHS	students,	this	course	prepares	students	
to	take	the	IB	Latin	HL	exam	in	the	spring	of	their	
senior year. prerequiSite:	“B”	in	Latin	5/6	or	“B”	in	IB	
Latin	HL	–	1st	year,	or	instructor	recommendation.											

Mandarin Chinese 1/2 (P) Year · 10 CreditS 
The	beginning	level	course	emphasizes	the	development	
of communication skills and awareness of cultural dif-
ferences through materials and activities. Emphasis is 
placed on listening and speaking skills as well as the 
initial development of reading and writing. Students are 
expected to respond spontaneously and orally to simple, 
real life conversational cues.

Mandarin Chinese 3/4 (P) Year · 10 CreditS 
Mandarin	3/4	course	reviews	the	grammar	and	vocabu-
lary of the introductory course. Students will demon-
strate their ability to express themselves using more 
complex structures and increased vocabulary. Students 
will continue the Chinese grammar and syntax studies. 
Students will develop the concepts and skills to integrate 
the Chinese language in many other disciplines such as 
art,	music,	historical	stories,	etc.	They	will	work	toward	
fluency through conversation, oral presentation, and 
discussion. Students will continue cultural studies as an 
integral part of the course. prerequiSite: “C” or better 
in	Mandarin	1/2(P)

Mandarin Chinese 5/6 (P) Year · 10 CreditS 
In this course, students will engage in conversation, 
provide and obtain information, and exchange opinions 
on	various	topics	including	current	events.	The	course	
will review grammar and vocabulary of the first two-
year courses. Students will demonstrate their ability to 
express themselves in written and spoken Mandarin 
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using more complex structures and increased vocabu-
lary	appropriate	to	the	third	year.	They	will	work	toward	
oral fluency through conversation, oral presentation and 
discussion. Students will continue cultural studies as an 
integral part of the course. prerequiSite: “C” or better 
in	Mandarin	3/4(P)

AP Chinese Language and Culture (H)        
  Year · 10 CreditS 

The	AP	Chinese	Language	and	Culture	course	is	
designed	to	be	comparable	to	fourth	semester	(or	the	
equivalent) college/university courses in Mandarin 
Chinese.	These	college	courses,	which	deepen	stu-
dents’	immersion	into	the	language	and	culture	of	
the Chinese-speaking world, typically represent the 
point	at	which	students	complete	approximately	250	
hours of college-level classroom instruction. Course 
work provides students with opportunities to perform 
Intermediate- to Advanced-level tasks, and students 
are expected to achieve proficiencies throughout, and 
sometimes beyond, the Intermediate range, as described 
in	the	American	Council	on	the	Teaching	of	Foreign	
Languages	(ACTFL)	Proficiency	Guidelines.	The	AP	
course prepares students to demonstrate their level of 
Chinese proficiency across the three communicative 
modes	(Interpersonal,	Interpretive,	and	Presentational)	
and	the	five	goal	areas	(Communication,	Cultures,	Con-
nections, Comparisons, and Communities) as outlined 
in	the	Standards	for	Foreign	Language	Learning	in	the	
21st	Century.	Its	aim	is	to	provide	students	with	ongoing	
and varied opportunities to further develop their pro-
ficiencies across the full range of language skills within 
a cultural frame of reference reflective of the richness 
of Chinese language and culture. prerequiSite: “C” or 
better in Mandarin 5/6 (P)

IB Mandarin B (SL/HL) (H) Year · 10 CreditS 
Mandarin	B	SL	will	enable	students	to	learn	the	stan-
dard	form	of	Chinese	Mandarin	(officially	named	
Hanyu in mainland China) for communication in 
a range of situations and to receive exposure to the 
extensive history and traditions/customs of the Chinese 
culture.	Students	will	acquire	sufficient	vocabulary	
and knowledge about the structure of the language in 
order to read professional texts with understanding, to 
comprehend conversational Mandarin in formal and 
informal settings, and to converse clearly in Mandarin. 
Students	will	be	capable	of	taking	the	SL	or	HL	level	IB	
exam in the spring of their senior year. Students may 
also	decide	to	take	the	SL	level	IB	exam	in	the	spring	of	
their junior year. prerequiSite: “C” or better in Man-
darin 5/6(P)

Spanish 1/2 (P)  Year · 10 CreditS 
Instruction is designed to provide beginning-level stu-
dents with immediate, useful language skills in Spanish. 
Students learn basic thematic vocabulary including their 
interests, community, family, friends, leisure activities, 
classroom items, school schedules, foods, and celebra-
tions. Students work in the present tense and the imme-
diate future, and can give and respond to commands. 

Spanish 3/4(P)  Year · 10 CreditS 
The	structures	and	vocabulary	introduced	in	Spanish	
1/2	are	prerequisite	to	Spanish	3/4.	The	preterite	and	the	
imperfect tenses are introduced so that students can dis-
cuss past situations. Reflexive verbs are also introduced. 
Students will be able to produce language useful in a 
wide range of situations in formal and informal settings. 
Students will be able to make predictions about the 
future. prerequiSite:	“C”	or	better	in	Spanish	1/2(P)

Spanish 5/6 (P) (SL) Year · 10 CreditS 
This	course	is	taught	primarily	in	Spanish.	Students	
continue to improve their reading, writing, listening, 
and speaking skills. Work continues in the past, present 
and future adding the conditional, perfect tenses and 
subjunctive	mood.	Many	different	cultural	perspectives	
and practices in the Spanish-speaking world are intro-
duced and students continue to read short stories. Stu-
dents expand their vocabulary and grammatical skills 
enabling them to express their thoughts and opinions 
about a variety of specific themes including art, health, 
outdoor activities, social relationships, work and com-
munity, and the environment. prerequiSite: “C” or 
better	in	Spanish	3/4	(P)

Medical Spanish (P-Pending) (CTE) Year · 10 CreditS 
This	course	is	intended	for	students	who	have	completed	
two years of High School Spanish and are interested in 
pursuing a more specified course of Spanish for Medi-
cal	and	Health	Professionals.		The	grammatical	targets	
covered in the course parallel those covered in our 
regular third year Spanish course including a review of 
the preterite and imperfect tenses, direct and indirect 
object pronouns, reflexive verbs, formal commands and 
the subjunctive tense.  Medical Spanish will incorporate 
vocabulary and content specific to medical professions.  
Additionally, the course will include ample opportunity 
to role play using the target language specific to lan-
guage used in health care professions. prerequiSiteS: 
“C”	or	better	in	Spanish	3/4	or	teacher	recommendation	
(P-Pending)
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Spanish 7/8 (P) (SL/HL) Year · 10 CreditS 

Cultural readings emphasize art, music and selected lit-
erary traditions of the Spanish-speaking world. Students 
expand their skills in written and spoken expression of 
Spanish through the study of authentic short stories, 
cultural events and films. Creative expression will be 
emphasized	and	difficult	grammatical	structures	will	
be reviewed as needed. freSHMen need permission of 
department head. BiHS StudentS can take this class 
as	an	IB	course.	prerequiSite: “C” or better in Spanish 
5/6 (P)

Spanish Seminar IB (SL/HL) (H)  
  Year · 10 CreditS 

This	class	focuses	on	real-life	Spanish	skills,	with	a	par-
ticular	emphasis	on	those	needed	for	the	AP	and	the	IB	
exams.	The	class	is	conducted	completely	in	Spanish.	
Students are supported to develop their listening, speak-
ing, reading, and writing skills to express themselves 
formally and informally in writing and orally in a 
range	of	styles	and	registers	using	different	techniques	
for	different	audiences.	There	is	a	heavy	emphasis	on	
reading	comprehension.	Sample	tests	for	IB	and	AP	are	
practiced regularly. All students who have not completed 
Spanish 8 or SNS 4 need permission of department head. 
BiHS StudentS	can	take	this	class	as	an	IB	course. 
prerequiSite: “C” or better in Spanish 7/8 (P) or Span-
ish	for	Native	Speakers	3/4

Spanish Literature IB (SL/HL) (H)  
  Year · 10 CreditS 

Intended to be the equivalent of a third year college 
introduction to Latin American or Peninsular Literature 
course covering selected works from all genres and dif-
ferent historical periods. Prepares students for the AP 
Spanish	Literature	Test	and	for	the	IB	HL	test.	Students	
need	to	be	in	grades	11-12	or	receive	permission	of	
department head. BiHS StudentS can take this class as 
an	IB	course.	prerequiSite:	“B”	or	better	in	AP	Spanish	
Seminar

Spanish For Native 
Speakers 1/2 (P) (Equivalent to SP 5/6)  
  Year · 10 CreditS

This	course	is	for	Spanish-speaking	students	who	pos-
sess a basic to low intermediate level of Spanish pro-
ficiency	in	reading	and	writing.	The	course	is	geared	
toward providing the students literacy tools that support 
academic Spanish. It is the goal of this course to set a 
foundation that prepares and leads our students into 
Advanced Placement Spanish courses. Although the 
primary emphasis is reading and writing, the students 
receive instruction and practice in speaking and listen-
ing in order to strengthen and refine these skills.

Spanish For Native Speakers 3/4 (P)  
(Equivalent to SP 7/8)  Year · 10 CreditS 

This	course	is	for	Spanish-speaking	students	of	all	back-
grounds. Levels vary from intermediate to advanced. 
Incoming	9th	graders	who	wish	to	take	this	class	must	
take	a	placement	test.	The	course	is	taught	as	a	reading	
and writing seminar in which the students debate cur-
rent political, socio-economic, and cultural issues. Stu-
dents	learn	to	write	essays,	short-stories,	poems;	review	
Spanish	grammar	and	spelling	rules;	learn	new	vocabu-
lary;	improve	their	public	speaking	skills	through	
presentations	and	dialogues;	and	familiarize	with	and	
explore	different	aspects	of	Latin	American	cultures	by	
engaging	in	numerous	artistic	activities.	BIHS	students	
can	take	Spanish	for	Native	speakers	3-4	as	an	IB	course	
but	cannot	take	the	IB	exams	until	their	junior	or	senior	
year. prerequiSiteS:	“C”	or	better	in	Spanish	for	Native	
Speakers	1/2(P)
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Additional Elective Courses
Student Court        Year ·  10 CreditS 

Berkeley	High	School	utilizes	a	program	that	serves	as	
an alternative to suspension for students who are willing 
to	acknowledge	their	responsibility	in	an	offense,	meet	
with program advocates to build a case, and have their 
consequences determined by a jury of their peers. 

The	advocates	for	the	program	are	trained	by	UC	Berke-
ley law students in an after-school class that meets two 
days	a	week.	Students	learn	how	to	conduct	effective	
interviews, write persuasive statements, and speak on 
behalf	of	offenders	and	victims.	In	addition	to	the	class	
sessions, the program requires attendance at evening tri-
als, which occur four to six times a month. 

The	program	will	serve	as	preparation	for	those	inter-
ested in a career in law and the administration of justice. 
The	focuses	of	the	course	include	developing	critical	
thinking skills, becoming adept at public speaking, and 
fostering	offenders’	accountability	to	self	and	others.	

C++/Java 1/2: Introduction to  
Programming (P) (CTE) Year ·  10 CreditS 

This	course	uses	the	C++	and	JAVA	languages.	Students	
gain experience in block-structured programming as 
they write their own functions that employ parameter 
passing. Programs incorporate the use of structured 
data types, such as arrays and strings. Recursion is 
introduced.	UC/CSU	(g)		

AP Java 3/4/5: Programming   
Methods (H) (CTE) Year ·  10 CreditS

Students extend their problem-solving approaches to 
include the use of abstract and dynamic data structures 
such as lists, queues, stacks and trees, and their opera-
tions. Complex programming assignments give students 
experience in more advanced programming methodol-
ogy.	This	course	may	be	taken	in	preparation	for	the	
Advanced Placement Exam in Computer Science: Level 
AB.	UC/CSU	(g)		

9th and 10th Grade AVID  Year · 10 CreditS

Advancement	Via	Individual	Determination	(AVID)	is	
a four year academic elective course that prepares stu-
dents	for	college	readiness	and	success.		During	the	9th	
and	10th	grade	years	AVID	students	will	receive	instruc-
tion through a rigorous college preparatory curriculum 
provided	by	AVID	Center.	Students	will	participate	in	
tutor-facilitated study groups, motivational activities 
and	academic	survival	skills.	The	9th	and	10th	grade	
AVID	course	emphasizes	rhetorical	reading,	analytical	
writing, collaborative discussion strategies, preparation 
for college entrance and placement exams, college study 
skills, test-taking strategies, note-taking and research.  
The	AVID	9th	and	10th	grade	AVID	curriculum	also	
focuses on college and career awareness through work in 
class, guest speakers and field trips to colleges. 

11th Grade AVID Elective Class (P-Pending)                  
  Year · 10 CreditS

Eleventh	grade	AVID	Elective	course	is	the	first	part	in	
a junior/senior seminar course that focuses on writing 
and critical thinking expected of first- and second-year 
college students. In addition to the academic focus of 
the	AVID	seminar,	there	are	college-bound	activities,	
methodologies and tasks that should be undertaken dur-
ing the junior year to support students as they apply to 
four-year universities and confirm their postsecondary 
plans.	UC/CSU	(g)

Non-violence: Theory and Practice (P)   
  Year · 10 CreditS

In	Nonviolence:	Theory	and	Practice	students	will	
explore the potential role of nonviolence as a tool of 
transformative change in their lives, communities, and 
the	world.		They	will	engage	with	the	concept	of	nonvio-
lence through self-reflecting on their own experiences, 
reading major theories of nonviolence, studying seminal 
movements and people in history who have used non-
violence to achieve changes, and trying out the theories 
for	themselves	in	local	projects-	praxis.	This	reading	
and discussion-heavy class will involve frequent reflec-
tion and opportunities to improve persuasive writing 
and	speaking.	Students	will	examine	in-depth	efforts	to	
nonviolently work for the well-being of all people and 
be equipped to use nonviolence in their own lives and 
futures.	UC/CSU	(g)	
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Leadership	Study	and	Practice	
The	whole-school	student	leadership	program	at	BHS	
carries a strong tradition of spearheading service and 
social opportunities for the entire student body, and the 
local	and	global	community.		Traditional	efforts	include	
annual Holiday Meal for the homeless, school dances, 
Spirit Week, Week of Service, blood drives, disaster 
relief campaigns, the graduation ceremony, leadership 
workshops, and student representation on various deci-
sion-making bodies at the school and district level.  

The	program	is	currently	undergoing	an	exciting	reor-
ganization to meet prioritized needs and goals of the 
school community and strengthen the leadership skills 
development	experience	for	students	in	the	class.		The	
view is that the student leadership program is centrally 
positioned to influence school culture, and as research 
supports, can thus have a significant impact on school 
safety, achievement, and several other factors of student 
success.     

Section A: 
Executive leadership SemeSter · 5 CreditS 

This	course	is	required	of	all	students	elected	or	
appointed to the Exeutive Team of the executive branch 
of	the	Associated	Student	Body.		Students	will	study	and	
practice skills such as personal reflection, goal-setting, 
collaboration, team management, service in multicul-
tural contexts local to international, political awareness, 
constituency representation, ethics, non-violent social 
change strategies, and communication from the subtle-
ties of body language to public speaking.  

Study and practice will be dynamic.  Students will create 
products of self or group expression, carry out service 
projects and civil activism, plan and execute events, crit-
ically analyze their personal and team development, and 
be challenged to improve their abilities in communicat-
ing	with	various	audiences.		The	aim	of	this	course	is	to	
help students realize their potential and responsibility to 
life-long service and empower them to carry out leader-
ship	roles	effectively	into	the	future.		

Section B: 
Representative leadership SemeSter · 2.5 CreditS 

This	course	is	required	of	all	students	elected	or	
appointed	to	office	in	the	Student	Senate	of	the	legisla-
tive	branch	of	the	Associated	Student	Body.		Study	and	
practice will focus on responsible constituency represen-
tation, coalition and consensus building, drafting and 
presentation of statements to decision-making bodies, 
organizing	for	civil	activism,	effective	meeting	strate-
gies, and parliamentary procedures.  

Section C:  
Grade-level leadership SemeSter · 2.5 CreditS 

Open	to	all	students	subject	to	the	approval	of	the	Direc-
tor of Student Activities.  Study and practice will focus 
on social and service event-planning and participation, 
volunteerism, responsible discussion of topical issues, 
information dissemination strategies, team management 
and collaboration strategies, and personal development 
towards	effective	and	responsible	life-long	service.
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Berkeley High School

Information & Voice Mail   644-6120

School Receptionist  644-6121

Fax  548-4221

Website  http://bhs.berkeleyschools.net

Administration (D	Building)

Pasquale Scuderi, Principal (D160)  644-4803

Belinda McDaniel, Front Office 644-4800 

Kristin Glenchur, Vice Principal (D156)  644-4566

Jorge Melgoza, Vice Principal (D155)  644-8744

Ashley Milton, Vice Principal (D157)  644-6259

Vernon Walton, Vice Principal (A100)  644-4569

Ardarius McDonald, Dean of Students (H104)  644-6675

Daniel Roose, Dean of Attendance (D140) 644-6929

Jasdeep Malhi, Intervention Coordinator (OCS)  644-8984

Diane Colborn, Special Education (D158)  644-8988

Alfred Wilright, Facility Manager  (D159)  644-4567

Rhonda Jefferson, Budget/Supply  644-4554 
(Budget Receiving) 

Barbara Mellion, Registrar (D173)  644-6829

Bobbye Reed, Accountant (D173)  644-6847

Outreach Coordinator, Fern Royce  644-6120 
Volunteer Coordinator, TBD

Counselors

AC – Academic Choice (A-Ho) 644-6714

AC – Academic Choice (Hu-Ro) 644-4579

AC – Academic Choice (Ru-Sr) 644-6193

AC – Academic Choice (St-To) 644-4573

AC – Academic Choice (Tr-Z) 644-8987

AHA – Arts and Humanities Academy  644-6711

AMPS – Academy of Medicine & Public Service  644-8987

BIHS – Berkeley International High School  644-4572

BIHS – Berkeley International High School  644-4545

CAS – Communication Arts & Sciences  644-6193

GA – Green Academy  644-4573

ELD – English Language Development  644-6949

Robert Stiles, Counseling Program Assistant  883-6143

Staff Voice Mail
To reach a staff member, dial  this number  644-4500 

and follow the instructions 

Departments & Offices

Academy of Medicine & Public Service (AMPS)  644-4587 
(H202)  

Athletics Department, Coaches  644-8723

Athletic Director, Allison Smith  644-8723

Attendance Office (D134) Main 644-6209 
A-GL 644-6341 
Go-N or if you need Spanish assistance  644-6194      
(O-Z) 644-6209 

Berkeley Technology Academy (2701 MLK Jr. Way)  644-6159 

Berkeley High Development Group  464-1181

College/Career Advisors (D221) Angela Price  644-8404 

Skyler Barton  644-4576

Communication Arts & Sciences (CAS)  644-4500

English Language Development (ELD) (C107)    644-6949 
Heidi Ramirez-Weber, Patricia Stuart 

English Language Newcomer (ELN) (D143)   644-6711 
Teri Goodman  

Health Center (H105)  644-6965

Home-School Liaison (D224)  644-8524

Independent Study (2701 MLK Jr. Way)  644-8592

Jacket Office (H102)  644-6856

Library (D226)  644-6857

Music Department  644-6052

Nurse (H105)  644-6859

On-Campus Intervention Director (H104)  644-8985

Parent Resource Center (D224), Irma Parker 644-8524  
Leticia Amezcua (Spanish)         644-4814 

Physical Education (Old Gym)  644-8888

Psychologist (G104)  644-6602

Records Center, Work Permits (D173)  644-4577

R.I.S.E., Adriana Betti (G111)  849-4898

Student Activities (D148)  644-8990

Technology Department  883-5201

Vera Casey Collaborative, Solange Gould  644-6854

Volunteer/Outreach (BSEP funded)  644-6120 
Fern Royce  BHSoutreach@berkeley.net 

Visual and Performing Arts (G112C)  644-6052

WorkAbility, Skip Whideman, Flora Russ (H113)  644-4582

Yearbook (H102)  644-6856

How to contact a teacher or staff member:

1)	Send	an	email

firstnamelastname@berkeley.net                                     

(e.g., susansmith@berkeley.net or log into PowerSchool, click 

on a teacher’s name to send an email.)

2)	Leave	a	note	in	his	or	mailbox

Mailboxes are across from reception in the D Building.

School Directory Please	note	that	some	positions	and	phone	

numbers	may	change.
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BHS	has	many	clubs	and	organizations.	They	are	a	great	way	to	make	friends	and	get	
involved.	Check	the	Daily	Bulletin	for	more	info	or	ask	your	counselor	about	clubs	that	
interest you. If you have an idea for a new club, find a faculty sponsor and create a new 
club.	Get	a	club	registration	form	from	the	Student	Activities	Director	(D148),	644-8990.

Examples of current BHS clubs:
AHA	Leadership

Aikido	of	Berkeley	High

ALAANA

Amnesty	International

APIC	(Asian	Pacific	Islander	

	 Committee)

Art	History	Club

B-Boy	Club

BBQ	Club

Backpacking

Berkeley	High	Radio

BEST	Buddies

Breakfast	Club

Bridge	the	Gap

BuildOn

Capoeira

Cartography	and	Discovery	Club

Chamber	Music	Club

Chess	Club

China	Care	Club

Chorus	Club

Comic	Club

Compassion	Club

Competitive	Pokemon	Club

Computer	arts	&	audio

Cooking	Club

Couture	Club

Creative	Minds

Creative	Writing	Club

Croatian	Club

Dance

Dance	Technique	Club

Dante’s	Inferno	Club

Diverse	Political	Views	Club

Do	Something	Club

Earphone	English	Club

Eco	Jackets

Entomology	Society

Ethiopian	and	Eritrean	Alliance

Etymology	and	Tea	Club

The	F	Word

Fair	Trade	Club

Activites & Clubs

Fashion	Club

Film	Club

Filipino	Club

Freestyle	Rap	Club

French	Club

Friends	with	Fosters

GSA	(Gay	Straight	Alliance)

Gender	Bender	Expression	Club

German	Club

Giving	Back

Go	Club

GO	Ahead	Shred

Green	Academy	Leadership

Harp	Club

Harry	Potter	Alliance

Historical	Fiction	Book	Club

Homeless	Support	Team

Humans	for	Humanity

Improv

Independent	Theater	Projects

Inspired	Imaginations	(Animation		
Club)

Interact	Club

Italian	Club

Jacket	Dance	Team

Juma	Jump	Start	program

Junior	Statesmen	of	America

Key	Club

Kiva	Club

Kung	Fu	Bees

Language	&	Cultural	Exchange

Math	Club

Math.	Engineering,	Science	Society

Minorities	for	Change

Model	United	Nations

Money	Management

Mountain	Bike	Racing	Team

Muralism	and	Graffiti	is	a	TALENT

Music	Connections

Muslim	Student	Association

Muslim	Youth	Club

Orienteering	club

PAWS

Persian	Club

Pets	and	Rabbits	Club

Philosophy	Club

Photography	Club

PlayWrites	Corner

Piano	Club-Artist	Saloon

Quiz	Bowl	Team

Berkeley	girls	Redhawks	Rugby

REACH

Reading

Red	Cross	Club

Rock/Soul/Jazz	Club

Roman	Reenactment	Club

Seido	Karate	Club

Shake	and	Bake	Club

Shakespeare	Society

Shoreline	Ecology	Alliance	(SEA)

Shorinji	Kempo	Club

Slam	Union

Soccer	without	Border

Speech	and	Debate

Stewards	of	the	Sea

Sumo	Wrestling	Club

Time	Lords	Anonymous

Ukulele	Club

Ultimate	Frisbee

U.N.	Refugee	Aid

WWE/TNA	Club

Yellow	Jacket	Screamers

Youth	Against	Guns

Youth	for	Christ

Weapons	Safety	&	Discussion

You can receive academic credit for the following     
activities:	Athletics,	Concert	Band,	Concert	Cho-
rale,	Concert	Orchestra,	Jacket	(BHS	newspaper),	
Jazz	Lab	Band,	Jazz	Ensemble,	Dance	Production,	
Student Government, Leadership, and Yearbook. 
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