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1. THINGS TO DO YOUR JUNIOR YEAR 
 

March 
•  Sign up for the BHS e-tree to get the Daily Bulletin and the College Advisor’s Bulletin. 
• At CCC get Information sheets on creating your BHS Career Locker Account.  
• Research and make a plan to take the SAT, SAT Subject Tests and/or ACT 

(www.collegeboard.org or www.ACT.org). If you need testing accommodations, make your 
application now. 

•  Planning to play sports in college?  Pick up info on college athletics at the College/Career Center.    
• Applying to colleges in the arts? Pick up pamphlet at the CCC. 
• Applying to college with a 504 or IEP?  Pick up pamphlet at the CCC. 
•  Create a calendar. Include dates for SAT/ACT tests, interviews, college visits, etc. Make a habit 

of checking your calendar weekly and checking off tasks as they are completed.  
•  Check your transcript for errors and get them corrected.  
•  Make an appointment with your College Advisor to discuss your possible college choices. 
 
 
April 
• Research colleges.  
• Save samples of your best academic work. Colleges may request you submit an example of  

your academic work.  
•  Plan to visit colleges; visiting local colleges can give you an idea of what it is like to attend a 

small liberal arts college (St Mary’s), large private college (Santa Clara), elite private school 
(Stanford), state college (Cal State University East Bay) or large state university (UC Berkeley)   

•  Review requirements for graduation from BHS and the UC/CSU systems before you sign up 
for classes next year to be sure you’re taking all the needed ones. See your academic counselor 
if you have questions. 

• Attend College Fairs: 
• Sat., April 14, at St. Mary’s College in Moraga.  

 
 
 May 
• Look over a college application. See what you will need to complete applications. 

• Common Application https://www.commonapp.org 
• U of California UC www.universityofcalifornia.edu/admissions   

• Plan and organize studying for AP, IB and Subject Tests. 
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June 
•  If you can’t find your copy of the Senior Profile handed out in March, pick up a new copy from 

the College/Career Center to work on over the summer.  
• Athletes: Be sure to complete the NCAA Eligibility forms. Fill out the request form to have 

your junior year transcript sent to the Eligibility Center.  
•  Ask teachers if they will write recommendation letters for you. You usually need two. 
 
  
Summer 
•  Begin thinking about topics for your application essays and start writing a draft.  
•  Read Chapter 7 on financial aid with your family.  
•  If you want to take the ACT in September, register for the test in August.  
• Re-read this workbook.  
• Make a list of your activities: community service, clubs, sports, visual and performing arts, 

internships and paid jobs, and awards. Include the years you participated, the number of hours 
per week, number of weeks per year, and positions you held.   

•  If you need to, clean up your web presence. Colleges occasionally look at MySpace or 
Facebook, or Google student names to gather information on prospective students. 

•  Complete Senior Profile. It is due in early September. 
•  Do practice SAT/ACT tests if needed. 

 
  
 

BTW, when reading through this workbook, if you find something you want 
more information about, remember that your family received a longer handbook 
recently (The Col lege  Appli cat ion  Handbook for Parents  and Fami l i e s o f  Juniors), 
with more detailed information on the subjects covered here, plus a few others. 
Also, college and university websites are full of information, ranging from fees to 
course catalogs to campus activities. 
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2. GETTING STARTED 
 
 
Your junior year is the single most important year in terms of getting into college. 
Start by looking at the big picture, learning about what kinds of colleges are out there. Gather more 
information on colleges and universities that appeal to you. 
 
 

Organize Your Organizer 
 
To get started, get a crate or box for hanging files, at least 15 hanging files, and about 30 file 
folders to organize within those hanging files. 
 
Create hanging files and sub-folders for 
the following categories: 
Personal Information 
 Passwords 
 Transcript 
 
College Entrance Tests 
 ACT 
 SAT 
 Test Date Calendar 
 
Extracurricular Activities 
 Honors and Awards 
 Resume 
 
Financial Aid 
 FAFSA 
 CSS PROFILE 
 Scholarships 
 
For every school you apply to 
(start with 10) 
 General Information 
 Application 
 Essay 

Add additional folders as needed, one for each 
college you’re considering, to include letters 
and other information they send you.  
 
Add or remove files as needed. (Don’t forget 
to put this Workbook in the front of the box 
where you can always find it!)  
 
Create a calendar. Include dates for 
SAT/ACT tests, AP, IB and SAT Subject 
Tests, college fairs, college visits, etc. Check 
your calendar regularly and check off tasks as 
they are completed. 
 
Obviously, feel free to create additional 
categories that you may want or need.

 



 

 

Research Colleges and Organize Your List 
 
Make a list of colleges. Include in your list some colleges that may be challenging for you to get into 
(reach schools), some that are a good match with your grades, and some that you are sure to get into 
(safe bet schools). Refer to the handout on Researching Colleges from the College Advisors for help 
with this.   
 

Reach Schools Good Matches  Safe Bets 
_________________________________ ______________________________ ________________________________ 

_________________________________ ______________________________ ________________________________ 

_________________________________ ______________________________ ________________________________ 

_________________________________ ______________________________ ________________________________ 

_________________________________ ______________________________ ________________________________ 

_________________________________ ______________________________ ________________________________ 

_________________________________ ______________________________ ________________________________ 

_________________________________ ______________________________ ________________________________ 

_________________________________ ______________________________ ________________________________ 

 
A Few Other Things To Do… 
This summer learn more about the 
specific colleges you’re interested in.  
Visit colleges or gather information 
electronically by taking virtual tours. If you do 
visit, sign in at the admissions office so 
admissions officers have a record of your 
visit. Call ahead to see if you need to schedule 
a tour or an interview. These steps will help 
you show your interest in these colleges.  
 
Think about writing the college 
application essay. Read Chapter 7, “Your 
College Admission Essay,” for information to 
help you get started on writing your essays.  

 
In March, the College Advisors passed out 
a copy of the Senior Profile to work on 
during the summer. It can also be found 
online at http://bhs.berkeley.net/documents 
and via your Moodle account. 
 
Remember that  you have  lo t s  o f great  
choi c es  both in  Cali forn ia and across  the  
Uni t ed Stat es .  There ’s  more  than one 
co l l ege  that  can be  ri ght  for you .

 

4 
How do I find out more about out-of-state universities? 
Refer to the “Gathering Information” section in Chapter 2, “Making your Student’s 
Junior Year Count,” in the Parent Handbook for tips on what to look for and where 
to look. 
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Resources 
 
Finding Applications online 
You can find the UC, CSU and Common 
Application online at the following sites: 
 

 
UC www.universityofcalifornia.edu/admissions 
CSU www.csumentor.edu 
Common Application www.commonapp.org

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Online College Information  
www.collegeboard.org    
 Comprehensive site; details about colleges 

and comparisons 
 
www.californiacolleges.edu    
 Overview of all public and private colleges 

in California 
 
California Community Colleges 

www.cccco.edu 
to apply online: www.cccapply.org 

 
www.aiccu.edu 

Association of Independent California 
Colleges and Universities (AICCU) 

  
At the UC website, www.universityofcalifornia. 
edu/admissions/freshman you can find detail 
about UC admissions requirements and 
information about selection criteria used by 
UC campuses. For each campus there is a list 
of the majors offered and important phone 
numbers.  
 

 
http://wiche.edu/wue 

Lists out-of-state public colleges and 
universities that offer reduced tuition to 
California residents as part of the Western 
Undergraduate Exchange (WUE) program. 
Some schools require specific GPA or test 
scores to be admitted through this program, 
and there may be other restrictions. 

 
www.universalcollegeapp.com    
 Universal College Application 
 
www.molis.org   
 Minority Online Information Service 
 
www.careerlocker.com   
 Get log-in instructions from the 

College/Career Center 
 
www.mycollegeoptions.com 
 Extensive information about college 

preparation, financing 
  
www.myblackinfo.com/education.html 
 Information for African-American students 
 
www.hbcuconnect.com   
 Historically Black Colleges and Universities, 

includes a search engine 
 
www.fairtest.org   

List of schools that do not require SAT 
Reasoning Test, ACT, or SAT Subject Tests 
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Organize Your Activities 
List your activities in each of the following areas, and include the year you participated. This will help 
you organize them for later. Remember, colleges do care about significant at-home responsibilities 
such as caring for siblings or family members on a regular basis. 
 
Community Service  
 

_________________________________________    ________________________________________ 

_________________________________________    ________________________________________ 

_________________________________________    ________________________________________ 
 
Sports 
 

_________________________________________    ________________________________________ 

_________________________________________    ________________________________________ 

_________________________________________    ________________________________________ 
 
Visual or Performing Art 
 

_________________________________________    ________________________________________ 

_________________________________________    ________________________________________ 

_________________________________________    ________________________________________ 
 
Clubs 
 

_________________________________________    ________________________________________ 

_________________________________________    ________________________________________ 

_________________________________________    ________________________________________ 
 
Summer 
 

_________________________________________    ________________________________________ 

_________________________________________    ________________________________________ 

_________________________________________    ________________________________________ 
 
After School 
 

_________________________________________    ________________________________________ 

_________________________________________    ________________________________________ 

_________________________________________    ________________________________________ 
 
Jobs/Internships 
 

_________________________________________    ________________________________________ 

_________________________________________    ________________________________________ 

_________________________________________    ________________________________________ 
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3. THINKING ABOUT CALIFORNIA SCHOOLS 
 
In California we have the University of California system, the California State University system, 
community colleges, and private colleges and universities.  
 

University of California  
Eligibility Requirements: 
15 “a–g” courses (11 of them completed by the end of your junior year) 
Minimum 3.0 GPA from “a–g” courses in your sophomore and junior years 
SAT or ACT Plus Writing, taken by December of senior year 
Two essays 
 
Guaranteed admission: Top 9% of your high school class or top 9% of California students statewide. For 
more information, look at the UC website. 
 
California State University 
Eligibility Requirements: 
Minimum 2.0 GPA from “a–g” courses 
SAT or ACT 
Eligibility is based on a combination of GPA and SAT (critical reading and math only) or ACT  
test scores 
 
Community Colleges 
Eligibility Requirements: 
Age 18 OR graduated from high school OR received GED. (However, BHS students are eligible to  
take classes at BCC while still in high school with the approval of your counselor.)  
 
Private Colleges 
Eligibility Requirements: 
Wide range of requirements depending on the college. Check each school’s website for complete 
information about GPA and course requirements, testing and essays. 
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The University of California System 
The University of California system has ten campuses, nine of which serve undergraduates.  
Please be aware that being eligible for admission to the UC system is not a guarantee of admission 
to any specific campus. For information regarding admission policies, see 
www.universityofcalifornia.edu/admissions/freshman.  
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The California State University System 
With 23 campuses in the California State University system, schools can be found from  
Humboldt to San Diego. Applications are available online and include information about 
admissions requirements.  
 
Visit www.csumentor.edu for more details. 
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California’s Community Colleges 
California has the largest community college system in the nation, enrolling over 2.9 million 
students. These two-year institutions prepare students for a variety of careers or for transfer to 
a four-year college or university.  
Visit www.cccco.edu for location and information on each program.
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California Private & Independent Colleges and Universities 
More than 77 independent colleges and universities in California provide diversity in size, 
location and area of study. Visit the Association of Independent California Colleges and 
Universities website www.aiccu.edu for more details. 
  

SAN FRANCISCO BAY AREA 
California College of the Arts, S. F. 
Cogswell Polytechnical College, Sunnyvale 
Dominican University of California, San Rafael 
Golden Gate University, S.F. 
Holy Names University, Oakland 
John F. Kennedy University, Pleasant Hill 
Menlo College, Atherton 
Mills College, Oakland 
Notre Dame de Namur University, Belmont 
Patten University, Oakland 
Saint Mary's College of California, Moraga 
Samuel Merritt College, Oakland 
San Francisco Art Institute, S.F. 
San Francisco Conservatory of Music, S.F. 
Santa Clara University, Santa Clara 
   Stanford University, Stanford 
        University of San Francisco, S.F. 
 
 OUTLYING CITIES 

   Fresno Pacific University, Fresno 
        Humphreys College, Stockton 
             Pacific Union College, Angwin 
                  Simpson University, Redding 
                      Thomas Aquinas College, Santa Paula 
                            University of the Pacific, Stockton 
                                 Westmont College, Santa Barbara 
                                       William Jessup University, Rocklin 
 

LOS ANGELES BASIN AREA  
AND ORANGE COUNTY 
American Academy of Dramatic Arts/West,  

Los Angeles 
American Jewish University, Bel Air 
Art Center College of Design, Pasadena 
Azusa Pacific University, Azusa 
Biola University, La Mirada 
California Baptist University, Riverside 
California Institute of Technology, Pasadena 
California Institute of the Arts, Valencia 
California Lutheran University,  

Thousand Oaks 
Chapman University, Orange 
Claremont McKenna College, Claremont 
Concordia University of California, Irvine 
Harvey Mudd College, Claremont 
Hope International University, Fullerton 
La Sierra University, Riverside 
Laguna College of Art and Design,  

Laguna Beach 
Loma Linda University, Loma Linda 
Loyola Marymount University, Los Angeles 
Marymount College, Rancho Palos Verdes 
Mount Saint Mary's College, Los Angeles 
Occidental College, Los Angeles 
Otis College of Art and Design, Los Angeles 
Pacific Oaks College, Pasadena 
Pepperdine University, Malibu 
 

Pitzer College, Claremont 
Pomona College, Claremont 
Scripps College, Claremont 
Soka University of America, Aliso Viejo 
University of La Verne, La Verne 
University of Redlands, Redlands 
University of Southern California,  

Los Angeles 
University of West Los Angeles, Inglewood 
Vanguard University of Southern California, 

Costa Mesa 
Whittier College, Whittier 
Woodbury University, Burbank 
 

SAN DIEGO METRO AREA 
National University, San Diego (Systemwide 

Office) 
Point Loma Nazarene University, San Diego 
San Diego Christian College, San Diego 
University of San Diego, San Diego 
 

11 



 

 

 

 

 

4. COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
 
You need to complete a required set of college preparatory courses for college admission, which 
are labeled “P” after the course name in the BHS catalog. Check for the courses designated (P) 
on your transcript. If you can’t find a copy of your transcript, you can get a copy from your 
academic counselor.  
 
The UC system has a specific set of courses (“a-g requirements”) required for admission. See the 
table in Appendix C for the list of all BHS classes that meet these requirements, or check Berkeley 
High’s UC-approved course list online at: https://doorways.ucop.edu/list.  
 

 
Sample Minimum College Admission Requirements 
Only “P” ( co l l eg e pr eparato ry)  c la s se s ar e ac c ept ed to  fu l f i l l  r equir ement s l i st ed b el ow . Be aware t hat  t he s e ar e 
g ene ra l guid eli ne s; pl ea s e check the web si t e o f eac h sc hoo l you’r e int er e st ed in to  g et  more det ai l ed in format ion. 
 
 Number of years required for each subject Required tests 
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Brown University  4  3  3  2  3   1  X  2 

California Community Colleges Age 18 or high school graduation or equivalent required. 

California State University  4  2  3  2  2  1  1  X  

Columbia University  4 3-4 3-4 3-4  3-4    X  2 

Howard University  4  2  2  2   2    X  

Saint Mary’s College, Moraga  4  2  3  2  2    X  

Stanford University  4  3  4 3  3    X  

University of California  4  2  3  2  2  1  1  X   

University of Oregon  4  2  3  3  2    X  

U. of Wisconsin, Madison  4  3  3  3  2   2  X  
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5. GRADE POINT AVERAGE 
 
How is grade point average calculated?  
For a simple GPA, give each grade you 
received a point (A = 4, B = 3, C = 2, D= 1). 
Total the number of points, and divide that 
number by the number of classes that you 
took. The table below illustrates how the 
simple GPA is calculated.  
  
For a student who had 2 As, 3 Bs, and 1 C.   
  
English  A x  4.0  =   4.00  
History  A x  4.0  =   4.00  
Algebra  B x  3.0  =   3.00  
Chemistry  B x  3.0  =   3.00  
Drawing  B x  3.0  =   3.00  
French   C x  2.0  =   2.00  _____________________________ 
6 classes    Total   =  19.00  
  
       19.00 divided by 6 = 3.17 GPA  
 
  

What’s a weighted GPA?  
Only the UCs and CSUs use the “weighted 
GPA.” A weighted GPA gives an extra grade 
point for UC-certified Honors and AP or IB 
classes. An A = 5, a B = 4, a C = 3. A D still 
receives only 1 point. The UCs and CSUs do 
not include freshman grades in calculating the 
GPA. 
 
How does Berkeley High calculate my GPA?  
• All grades, including P.E. classes and 

courses that have been repeated, are 
included in calculation   

• The GPA is an unweighted GPA; no extra 
weight is given to Honors or AP/IB 
classes.  

  
Where can I find my Berkeley High GPA?  
The semester report card lists your GPA for 
that semester. Your overall Berkeley High 
School GPA can be found on your transcript, 
which is sent as part of the registration 
process in the spring. Or you can get a copy 
from your academic counselor.  

 
 

 

 

 

How do I find out if my GPA is high enough to get into the college  
I’m interested in (and what I can do if it’s not)? 
Go to the school’s website and compare your GPA to the mid-range GPA of 
admitted students. Also refer to Chapter 6, “Questions about Grade Point Average 
(GPA),” in the Parent Handbook for info on what it means to have a “good GPA.” 
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6. TESTING 
 

The ACT and SAT Tests 
Most four-year colleges require the SAT Reasoning Test or the ACT and don’t give preference to 
one over the other. The tests should be taken in the spring of 11th grade and, if necessary, again in 
the fall of 12th grade. The following chart from The Princeton Review website outlines the differences 
between the tests. 
 

 SAT ACT 

How often  i s  i t  
admini s t e red? 

Seven times per year Six times per year 

What i s  the t e st  st ruc ture? Ten-section exam: Three 
Critical Reading, three Math, 
three Writing and one 
Experimental. 

The Experimental section is 
masked to look like a regular 
section 

Five-section exam: English, 
Math, Reading, Science 
Reasoning and Writing 
(optional). 

An Experimental section is 
added to tests on certain dates 
only, and is clearly experimental. 

What i s  the t e st  con ten t? Math: Up to Geometry and 
Algebra II 

Reading: Sentence 
completions, short and long 
critical reading passages, 
reading comprehension 

Writing: Grammar, usage, 
word choice and a mandatory 
essay 

Math: Up to Trigonometry 

Science: Charts, graphs and data 
interpretation 

Reading: Four passages, one 
each of Prose Fiction, Social 
Science, Humanities and 
Natural Science 

English: Stresses grammar 

Writing: Optional essay 

Is  there  a penalty  for wrong 
answers? 

Yes, ¼ point for each wrong 
answer on multiple-choice 
questions 

No 
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How is  the  t es t  s cored? 200-800 per section, added 
together for a score of 600-
2400 

1-36 for each subject, averaged 
for a composite score. 

2-12 for the Writing Test 

Are al l  s cores  s en t to  
s choo ls? 

Check each college’s policy 
on Score Choice. 

No. There is a “Score Choice” 
option. Students can choose 
which schools receive their 
scores AND which scores the 
schools see. 

Are there  o ther uses  for the  
exams? 

Scholarship purposes 

Certain statewide testing 
programs 

Scholarship purposes 

Certain statewide testing 
programs 

Need more  in format ion? Services: 1-609-771-7600  

www.ETS.org 

The College Board: 
www.collegeboard.org 

www.ACTstudent.org 

 

SAT Subject Tests 
 
Some private colleges, but no UCs, require 
that students take Subject Tests, which are 
designed to measure achievement in a specific 
subject. These tests can also be used to show 
competence in an area in which a student 
might not have taken a class. The best time  
to take these tests is immediately after 
completion of the particular class, so the 
material is still fresh. The tests should be 
chosen from subject areas that show academic 
strength.   
 
Although the UC system no longer requires 
Subject Tests, some majors within the system 
recommend that applicants take these tests. 
Check online to see if the major you’re 
considering is one.  
 
The SAT Subject Test program offers tests 
in: Literature, U.S. History, World History, 

Math Level 1 or Level 2, Biology E/M, 
Chemistry, Physics, and several foreign 
languages. Each Subject Test is an hour long, 
and you can take up to three Subject Tests 
on a testing date.  
 
How do I study? Two free booklets 
(available at the College/Career Center) 
provide basic information and registration 
forms: SAT Registration Bulletin and Taking the 
SAT Subject Tests. They list the test centers 
available, test dates, deadlines for applying, 
costs, preparation recommended, and sample 
test questions in each subject.  
 
Note: Some of the SAT Subject Tests are 
challenging, and your high school course may 
not cover all the information tested on the 
exam. You may need extra study materials 
(review books) to prepare for the exam. 
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Test-Free Colleges 
 
Colleges recognize that standardized test results are not always a good indicator of success in college 
and later life. There are now over 700 colleges and universities nationwide that have made standardized 
tests optional. A list of these colleges can be found at www.fairtest.org/univ/optional.htm 
 

Fee Waivers and Other Info 
 
If you can’t afford the fee for these tests you 
may apply for a fee waiver through the College 
Advisor, but be sure to do so well in advance 
of the registration deadline. Check the SAT 
and ACT websites to see if you meet the low 
income guidelines. You can take the ACT, 
SAT or SAT Subject Tests twice using a fee 
waiver. However, if you register late you will be 
required to pay the late fee.  
 
How do I choose which test to take?  
You can go to Number2.com and take 
samples of both tests for free. Check which 
test questions make more sense to you. Or go 
to either test registration site, and look at the 
sample questions to see which you prefer. 

If you have a disability and need testing 
accommodations for the ACT, SAT, SAT 
Subject Tests or AP tests, contact your 
academic counselor or case manager as 
soon as possible. 
  
If you want to play Division I or II sports 
in college and are submitting NCAA 
eligibility forms, indicate that you want your 
scores sent to the NCAA Eligibility Center by 
using the Eligibility Center code 9999 as a 
score recipient.  

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Urban Myth: Eli t e co l l ege s pre fe r the  SAT over the  ACT.  
 
Not true. In fact, many of the “elite” schools will take the ACT Plus Writing instead of the  
SAT + Subject Tests.  
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Test Dates 
 
SAT Dates  
 
Test Date Regular Registration 

Deadline 
Late Registration Deadline  
(additional $23 cost) 

March 10, 2012 February 10, 2012 February 24, 2012 

May 5, 2012 April 6, 2012 April 20, 2012 

June 2, 2012 May 8, 2012 May 22, 2012 
 

ACT Dates  
 
Test Date Regular Registration 

Deadline 
Late Registration Deadline  
(additional $20 cost) 

April 14, 2012 March 9, 2012 March 23, 2012 

June 9, 2012 May 4, 2012 May 18, 2012 
 

 
Test and Test Prep Dates 
  
Test Website Registration Test Prep Class 
  Date Date Date 
 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 
 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 
 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 
 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 
 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 
 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 
 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 
 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 
 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 
 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 
 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 
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Free Practice Opportunities 
 
Free SAT Prep Class 
Starts Monday, February 6, in D219. The class will meet on Mondays and Wednesdays, 3:45–5:45 pm.  
One day will focus on the math section and the other day on the critical reading section of the test. 
There is no need to register in advance, just come to D219. (JUNIORS ONLY) 
 
Career Locker 
Berkeley High has a career and college exploration and test preparation software program, called 
Career Locker, for its students.  To build an account go to http://careerlocker.com and follow these 
steps: 
 
1. Login: First time users, click Register and go to Step 3. If you registered previously type in your 

username, password, and click Login.  
 
2. Type in the following Registration Code (bhc-cs252). 
 
3. Registration, Part 1: Username: first name followed by your last name (all lowercase, no spaces). 

Password: berkeley  
 
4. After all five fields are filled in, click Submit. 
 
5. Registration, Part 2: Includes information about you and your small learning community. Select 

one from each category and click Submit. 
 
6. Verify Registration. Please read this page carefully before you click Agree.  
 
Learn a Test 
The Berkeley Public Library has a Learn a Test database, which provides free access to SAT practice 
tests and AP practice exams.  Students can take the tests and get them scored online. The resource 
can be accessed by going to: 
www.berkeleypubliclibrary.org/services_and_resources/online_resources.php#education 
 
 

Resources 
 
For registration, information, study guides and free preparation aids, go to www.collegeboard.org, 
www.act.org and/or www.number2.com 
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7. YOUR COLLEGE ADMISSION ESSAY 
 
Summer is a good time to organize your essays. UC’s require you to write two essays, most private 
colleges require at least one essay, and many require one or more essays as part of their supplements 
to the application.  
   
 
Preliminary Considerations  
  
How can you distinguish yourself from 
other qualified applicants? Who are you? 
Show your qualities:  
• Intellectual achievement and curiosity 

• Self-disciplined and motivated  

• Kindness and commitment to others  

• Open minded 

• Motivation  

• Leadership  

• Creativity 

• Loyalty  

 

Admissions officers will look for answers to 
the following questions in an essay: 
1. What’s important to this applicant? 

2. What qualities/characteristics define this 
applicant? 

3. Which of these qualities/characteristics are 
most prominent? 

4. Do these qualities appeal to you? Why? 

 
 

Personal stories and/or experiences that exemplify a personal trait and/or value are the easiest 
way to bring focus to the writing of the essay. On average, an admissions officer spends 8 to 15 
minutes reading an entire application. Structural clarity and an interesting story will captivate the 
reader’s attention. Long monologues about beliefs and other people's world-view will end up in 
the pile of the boring, tedious and non-memorable reads. 
 
 
Clarity 
Now is the time to use what you’ve been taught since the First Grade: Every essay needs to have 
an introduction, main body and conclusion with clear transitions between the paragraphs. 
 
The Introduction 
Introduces the topic, states the claim and needs to capture the reader's attention, which makes it 
the most important paragraph of the essay. 
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The Body 
Consists of several paragraphs that substantiate the claims made in the introduction. 
 
Transitions 
Transitions between paragraphs are needed to assure the logical flow of the essay. 
 
The Conclusion 
Summarizes what has just been said and gives a last opportunity to restate original claim(s). 
 
Focus 
A clear structure requires a clearly focused topic. That’s why it’s important to choose a topic that’s 
important to you, where you have fun and interesting experiences and stories to back up the 
claims. Each story you choose to tell will give the reader a glimpse into who you are and what’s 
important to you. Don’t talk about other people’s opinions or theories, instead tell your experience 
and talk about how it affected you, how you feel about it, what actions you took and what you 
learned from it. 
 
 
Tips for Writing a Successful Essay 
• Read the prompt carefully and write it down. Make sure you understand and answer it 

correctly. 

• Follow instructions on spacing, word count and page requirements. 

• Only use the same essay for different colleges if it truly fits. 

• Don't use the essay as another place to list your activities! The essay should add depth to the 
rest of the application. 

• Choose a topic close to your heart, not the one you think the admissions officer might want to 
hear about. Be true to yourself. 

• Revise for organization, clarity and meaning. 

• Avoid trite expressions. 

• Avoid generalizations. 

• Vivid is better than flowery. 

• Allow time in between the different drafts. 

• Have different people (at least one person who doesn't know you) read your essay and give 
input. 

 
You can find the prompts for the essays that you will need to write on the UC website or the 
admissions website of the specific college or university to which you are applying. This fall’s 
Common App and UC prompts can be found on the following page. 
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The  UC Es say  
(Note :  UC essay prompts  may change  next  year.  I f  so ,  the  Col lege  Advisors  wi l l  pos t an 
announcement  on the  BHS et ree  by lat e  summer.)  

Prompt #1: Describe the world you come from—for example, your family, community or 
school—and tell us how your world has shaped your dreams and aspirations.  
 
Prompt #2: Tell us about a personal quality, talent, accomplishment, contribution or experience 
that is important to you. What about this quality or accomplishment makes you proud and how 
does it relate to the person you are? 
 
• All applicants must respond to the two essay prompts. 
• Responses to your two prompts must be a maximum of 1,000 words total. 
• If your essays differ in length, we suggest your shorter answer be no less than 250 words. 
 
 
The  Es say  f or  the  Co mm on  App l ic at i on   
The Common Application offers six choices. The sixth question allows you to choose your  
own topic. The essay should be 250–500 words. 
  
Prompt #1: Evaluate a significant experience, risk you have taken, achievement, or ethical  

dilemma you have faced and its impact on you.   
 
Prompt #2: Discuss some issue of personal, local, national, or international concern and its 

importance to you.  
 
Prompt #3: Indicate a person who has had a significant influence on you, and describe that 

influence.   
 
Prompt #4: Describe a character in fiction, a historical figure, or a creative work (as in art, music, 

science, etc.) that has had an influence on you, and explain that influence.   
 
Prompt #5: A range of academic interests, personal perspectives, and life experiences adds much to 

the educational mix. Given your personal background, describe an experience that illustrates what 
you would bring to the diversity in a college community, or an encounter that demonstrated the 
importance of diversity to you.  

 
Prompt #6: Topic of your choice.   
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8. FINANCIAL AID 
 
Your junior year is a great time to begin thinking about how you and your family will pay for your 
college education. The College Information Guide for Parents and Families of Juniors goes into detail about 
financial aid. For now, here is a place to start. 
 
Have a very serious conversation with your family and discuss how much debt you are willing to 
incur for a college education. 
 
It’s possible that your parents believe that because they have a low income, you cannot go to college. 
Not to worry, there are many programs that are targeted to families with financial need.  
 
 
URBAN MYTH: I can ’t  af ford to  at t end a priva t e  co l l ege .  
 
FOR REAL: You may find that the financial aid package you get from a private college makes the 
cost the same as attending a public institution in California. You can get an estimate of whether you 
are eligible for financial aid by using the online calculators at financial aid websites (listed later in this 
chapter).   
_____________________________________________________________________________
 
 
Basic Questions About the Process 
 
How much does it cost to go to college?  
The cost varies widely from one college to 
another. For any college, the Cost of 
Attendance (the total cost for one year of 
college) is the sum of the following five 
items:   
 1. Tuition/fees  
 2. Room and food  
 3. Books and supplies  
 4. Personal expenses  
5. Transportation including travel home at 

least twice a year 
 

What Kinds of Financial Aid is there?   
• Grants and scholarships—money for 

college that you do not need to repay. 
• Loans are money for college that does need 

to be paid back, with interest.  
• Student loans are taken out by the student 

and may not need to be paid back until after 
graduation. 

• Parent loans may require payments while 
the student is still in school.   

• Work-study means that the college gives 
students the opportunity to apply for 
specific jobs whose pay is partially 
subsidized by the government.   
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How can we find out more  
about scholarships?  
Run a scholarship search by consulting free 
websites. A very useful one is 
www.fastweb.com, which has access to 
information on 600,000 scholarships. You 
can run a customized search based on your 
ethnic background, academic interests, and 
extracurricular activities. Scholarship search 
engines are also available at 
www.collegeboard.org. The College/Career 
Center keeps an active file of local 
scholarships.   
  
 
 

Is there a way to avoid taking out loans?  
The Project on Student Debt 
(http://projectonstudentdebt.org) maintains a 
list of colleges that have pledged to eliminate 
loans for needy students, replacing them with 
grants. The website shows the income levels 
eligible at each college (click on “Financial 
Aid Pledges”).  
 
How can we find out if our family is  
eligible for financial aid?  
You can get an estimate of your eligibility for 
financial aid by using an online financial 
calculator, available at financial aid websites 
listed below.   

 
 
Financial Aid Websites  
Get an idea of your Expected Family Contribution online at one of the following sites:  
 
www.collegeboard.org. This site is full of 
information, including financial aid calculators 
to estimate your Expected Family 
Contribution (go to the “For Parents” 
section). It also contains a scholarship search 
engine.  
 
www.finaid.org. Links to a free scholarship 
search engine (www.fastweb.com) and to 
college financial aid offices, as well as financial 

calculators to help determine how much 
college loan debt that a family can afford.  
  
www.fafsa.ed.gov. The United States 
Department of Education provides an online 
tool to estimate eligibility for a federal grant 
and the amount of the Expected Family 
Contribution. Select the FAFSA4caster link in 
the “Thinking About College” section. 

 
 
For additional information, please go to the Financial Aid information section on the 
College/Career Center website, or pick up the handout from College/Career Center.
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9. INTERCOLLEGIATE SPORTS 
 
Colleges offer many different opportunities for anyone who wants to participate in athletics.  
If you’re being recruited or plan to participate in intercollegiate sports while in college, it’s important 
that you read the NCAA’s Guide for the College-Bound Student-Athlete. This publication is available  
from the Berkeley High School Athletic Director, from www.NCAAstudent.org, or by calling  
1-800-638-3731.  
 
The NCAA has three divisions of play 
(Division I, II, and III) and smaller college 
teams are part of the National Association of 
Intercollegiate Athletics (NAIA). Each offers 
different opportunities and levels of 
competitive play and practice. However, only 
NCAA Division I and some Division II teams 
offer athletic scholarships to recruited 
athletes. These scholarships pay part or all of 
the total cost of attending. Ivy League colleges 
do not offer athletic scholarships. 
 
To become a recruited student-athlete, it’s 
essential to prepare during your junior year. 
You need to think through the level of 
commitment you want to make to your sport 
and determine the competitive level you seek.  

• Decide at what competitive level  
you’d like to play.  

 
• Find out how colleges recruit in  

your sport.  
 
• Determine the year-round commitment 

required for your sport at this level.  
 
• Do research on the colleges you’re 

interested in. 
 
• Decide which colleges to apply to. 

 
• Contact coaches. 

 
If you hope to play Division I or II sports, register with the NCAA Eligibility Center by the end of 
this school year (www.eligibilitycenter.org). 
 
For additional information, please go to the Intercollegiate Athletics information on the 
College/Career Center website, or get the handout from the College Advisors, your coach or the 
Athletic Director.
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How do I find out more about sports programs at colleges: 
Go to the athletic department’s page on the school’s website and also refer to 
Chapter 14, “Intercollegiate Sports,” in the Parent Handbook.  



 

 

 

 

 

10. VISUAL AND PERFORMING ARTS 
 
If you’re an artist, musician, or performing artist, talk to teachers about what a college application 
portfolio should look like, or about what to expect from an audition. If you wish to study visual or 
performing arts you’ll have some unique challenges and options during your college search.  
 
• In addition to completing a college 

application, you will probably need a 
portfolio or audition.  

 
• Although your portfolio or audition is an 

important part of the application, arts 
programs do consider your academic 
record and test scores. 

 
• Auditions sometimes include theory and 

ear-training exams, interviews, and even 
keyboard placement.  

• Most art programs will want to see works 
from one or more of these categories: 
observational art, personal art or a 
home test (for example, drawings 
following particular guidelines and subject 
matter).  

 
• Check the websites of colleges for 

portfolio requirements as they vary from 
school to school; plan to build a 
portfolio/DVD this summer.  

 
• Find out about portfolio reviews—college 

fairs especially for artists; one is usually 
held in the Bay Area each October. Fair 
dates are listed on the www.nacacnet.org 
website. 

 
For additional information, please go to the Visual/Performing Arts information on the 
College/Career Center website, or get the handout from one of the College Advisors, one of your 
Visual or Performing Arts teachers or your counselor.
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11. IF YOU HAVE AN IEP OR 504 PLAN 
 
The most important skill you will need to develop for college is an ability to advocate for yourself. 
Colleges are required only to make “reasonable” accommodations for students with disabilities, so you 
will need to be your own best advocate. 
 
Start gathering information early. It takes extra time to look for colleges that will meet your needs, and 
the application process is often more complex when you have a disability.  
 
General ly ,  co l l ege s have  two types  o f 
s e rvi c e s  for s tudents with learn ing 
di sabi l i t i e s :   
 
Special services provide the 
accommodations allowed in your 504 Plan/or 
IEP. They do not usually include special 
studies, time with a learning specialist, or 
special courses. 
 
Comprehensive services may include regular 
time with a learning specialist, priority 
registration, tutoring, advocacy, time 
management, learning strategies, assistance 
with writing, and other individual help. There 
may be fees for these services. 

Before  apply ing to  co l l ege ,  you need to 
fo l low these  st eps :  
 
1. Get your documentation in order. 
2. Make sure your diagnostic testing  

is current. 
3. Apply for testing accommodations if 

needed. 
4. Know your strengths and use them to 

compensate for your weaknesses. 
5. Explore colleges. 
6. Start your college application process 

early. 
7. Visit colleges. 

 
 
Online Resources for Students with Disabilities 
www.ahead.org/ Association of Higher Education and Disability (AHEAD) 
www.add.org/ Attention Deficit Disorder Association 
www.chadd.org/ Children and Adults with Attention Deficit Disorders 
www.ldanaatl.org/ Learning Disabilities Association of America (LDA) 
www.ldresources.com/ Learning Disability Resources 
www.ncld.ord National Center for Learning Disabilities 
www.fcsn.org Federation for Children with Special Needs 
www.ldonline.org/ Learning Disabilities Online 
www.nifl.gov / National Adult Literacy & Learning Disabilities Center 
 
 
For additional information, please see your academic counselor.
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12. ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 
 
This list is not meant to be exhaustive. Libraries, bookstores, and the Internet are great resources 
for finding materials that may be more specific to your needs.  
 
A note of caution regarding websites: Online resources are an excellent source for college 
information, but be wary of “.com” sites, which can help you, but for a fee. Both state and federal 
educational websites end in “.ed.gov” or “ca.gov.” The information and publications available on 
these government sites is free. Nonprofit organizations end in “.org,” and there may be a charge 
for services from these sites.  

 
Gathering Information on Colleges: 
College Board’s The College Board Handbook  
The Fiske Guide to Colleges 
The Black Student’s Guide to Colleges 

Barron’s Profiles of American Colleges (27th edition)  
Princeton Review’s The Best 373 Colleges 
Peterson’s Four-Year Colleges 

 
 
Websites with Information on Colleges 
www.collegeboard.org   
Comprehensive site; details about colleges and 
comparisons 
 
www.commonapp.org 
Link to the Common Application and 
information on the Common App schools 
 
www.californiacolleges.edu 
Offers search engine for all public and private 
colleges in California 
 
www.molis.org 
Minority Online Information Service 
 

http://wue.wiche.edu  
Lists out-of-state public colleges and 
universities that offer reduced tuition to 
California residents as part of the Western 
Undergraduate Exchange (WUE) program, 
and details specific requirements  
 
www.universalcollegeapp.com 
New college application service; website 
offers Universal College Application 
 
www.fairtest.org 
List of schools that do not require SAT 
Reasoning Test, ACT, or SAT Subject Tests 
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www.myroad.com     
College Board sponsored site—very 
comprehensive. $19.95 registration fee for 
one year membership. Free only for 
PSAT/NMSQT takers 
 
www.myblackinfo.com/education.html 
Information for African-American students 

www.mycollegeoptions.com 
Extensive information about college 
preparation, financing 
 
www.hbcuconnect.com 
A complete list of Historically Black Colleges 
and Universities, including a search engine 

 

Good Books to Read 
Admission Matters: What Students and Parents Need 

to Know about Getting into College, Sally Springer, 
Jon Reider, and Marion Fauck, 2009. 

The All-in-One College Guide: A More-Results, 
Less-Stress Plan for Choosing, Getting into, 
Finding the Money for, and Making the Most out 
of College, Martin Nemko, 2004. 

College Unranked: Ending the College Admissions 
Frenzy, Lloyd Thacker, 2005. 

Colleges that Change Lives, Loren Pope, 2006. 

The Gay and Lesbian Guide to College Life, 
Princeton Review, 2007. 

Guide to Colleges in Canada for American Students, 
Nancy Vis, 2003. 

The Insider’s Guide to the Colleges, 2009: Students on 
Campus Tell You What You Really Want to Know, 
35th Edition, Yale Daily News Staff, 2008. 

A Parent/Student Guide to the College Admission 
Process, Dianne M. Librot, 2008. 

The Simple Guide to College Admissions and 
Financial Aid, Anne M. St. Pierre and 
Danielle M. Printz, 2006. 

  
The College/Career Center (Room D221) 
The College Advisors have a terrific library 
with wonderful resources, including the 
following pamphlets. 

 
SAT Preparation Booklet 
SAT Registration Bulletin 
Taking the SAT Subject Tests  
 

 
Online Registration Flyer 
Free Application for Federal Student Aid Form 

(FAFSA) – available in January 
ACT Student Registration Packet 
Preparing for the ACT  
Cal Grant GPA Information Release Form 
“Fund Your Future” (English and Spanish)   
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Appendix A: Historically Black Colleges and Universities 
 
Alabama A & M University: Normal, AL 35762  • (800) 553-0816  •  www.aamu.edu  •  3,901 students 
Alabama State University: Montgomery, AL 36101-0271  •  (800) 253-5037 •  www.alasu.edu  •   

5,463 students 
Albany State University: Albany, GA 31705-2796  •  (912) 430-4650  •  www.potentialrealized.edu  •  3,062 

students 
Central State University: Wilberforce, OH 45384-3002  •  (800) 367-8565  •  www.centralstate.edu  •  

1,026 students 
Clark Atlanta University: Atlanta, GA 30314  •  (404) 880-6605  •  www.cau.edu  •  5,410 students 
Fisk University:  Nashville, TN 37208  •  (800) 443-3475  •  www.fisk.edu  •  826 students 
Florida A & M University: Tallahassee, FL 32307  •  (904) 599-3796   •  www.famu.edu  •  11,418 students 
Grambling State University: Grambling, LA 71245  • (318) 274-6183  •  www.gram.edu  •  5,070 students 
Hampton University: Hampton, VA 23668  • (800) 624-3328  •  www.hamptonu.edu  •  5,190 students 
Howard University: Washington, DC 20059  •  (800) 822-6363  •  www.howard.edu  •  10,161 students 
Jackson State University: Jackson, MS 39217  •  (800) 848-6817  •  www.jsums.edu  •  6,292 students 
Lincoln University: Jefferson City, MO 65102  •  (800) 521-5052  •  www.lincoln.edu  •  2,867 students 
Morehouse College: Atlanta, GA 30314  •  (800) 992-0642  •  www.morehouse.edu  • 3,104 students (men 

only) 
Morgan State University: Baltimore, MD 21239  •  (800) 332-6674  •  www.morgan.edu  •  5,831 students 
Norfolk State University: Norfolk, VA 23504  •  (757) 683-8396  •  www.nsu.edu  •  6,915 students 
North Carolina A&T State University:  Greensboro, NC 27411  •  (800) 443-8964  •  www.ncat .edu  •  

7,326 students 
North Carolina Central University:  Durham, NC 27707  •  (919) 560-6298  •  www.nccu.edu  •  5,619 

students 
Prairie View A & M  University: PrairieView, TX 77446-0188  •  (800) 334-1807  •  www.pvamu.edu  •   

5,996 students 
Southern University at New Orleans: New Orleans, LA 70126  •  (504) 286-5000  •  www.suno.edu •  

3,829 students 
Spelman College: Atlanta, GA 30314  •   (800) 982-2411  •  www.spelman.edu  •  1,897 students (women 

only) 
Tennessee State University: Nashville, TN 37203  •  (615) 963-5101   •  www.tnstate.edu    

8,404 students 
Texas Southern University: Houston, TX 77004  •  (713) 527-7472  •  www.tsu.edu  •  6,315 students 
Tuskegee University: Tuskegee, AL 36088  •   (800) 622-6531  •  www.tuskegee.edu  •  3,056 students 
University of Arkansas, Pine Bluff: Pine Bluff, AK 71601-2799  •   (800) 264-6585  •  www.uapb.edu  •  

2,953 students 
University of D.C.: Washington, DC 20008  •  (202) 274-5008  •  www.udc.edu  •  5,247 students 
Virginia State University: Petersburg, VA 23803  •  (800) 871-7611  •  www.vsu.edu  •  4,210 students 
Xavier University: New Orleans, LA 70125 •  (504) 483-7388  •  www.xavier.edu  •  3,581 students 
 

 
For a mo re comprehens ive  l i s t  o f  His tor i cal l y  Bla ck  Col l eges  and  Unive rs i t i e s ,  inc l uding  majo rs  
o f f e red,  l o cat ion,  s i ze ,  e t c . ,  go  to  www.hbcuconnec t . com .
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Appendix B: For Minority, Low-Income or First Generation Students 
 
www.finaid.org/otheraid/minority.phtml — minority aid site 
 
www.edonline.com/cq/hbcu/alphabet.htm — historically black colleges 
 
www.educacionsuperior.org/ — education information in Spanish 
 
www.yesican.gov/ — White House initiative on Educational Excellence for Hispanic Americans 
 
www.yosipuedo.gov/ — Spanish version of same site as above 
 
www.hispanicfund.org/ — Hispanic resource for college aid 
 
www.uncf.org/ — United Negro College Fund 
 
www.collegefund.org — American Indian fund 
 
www.aimd.org/ — American Institute for Managing Diversity 
 
www.aihec.org/ — American Indian Higher Education Consortium 
 
www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/oela/index.html?src=mr—Department of Education/Office of Bilingual 

Education and Minority Languages Affairs 
 
www.blackcollegian.com/ — The Black Collegian Online 
 
www.hillel.org/ — Jewish resource for colleges 
 
www.gmsp.org/ — Gates Millennnium Scholars Fund 
 
www.hsf.net/ — Hispanic scholarships 
 
www.hacu.net/ — Hispanic Association of Colleges and Universities 
 
www.jbhe.com/ — Journal of Blacks in Higher Education 
 
www.qem.org — Quality Education for Minorities 
 
www.nativeculturelinks.com/educationi.html — Tribal Colleges, Native Studies Programs and Indian 

Education 
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Appendix C: Courses Meeting “a-g” Requirements  
for The University of California  
 
Does i t  mat t e r whi ch one  o f  the  “a- g requir ement s” a cou rse  s at i s f i e s ? Yes. The following 
list shows which of the UC “a-g” requirements each Berkeley High class satisfies. Not all “P” 
classes taught by the English Department meet the “b” requirement of eight semesters of 
English. For example, Journalism counts as a “g” elective. History and Science also offer courses 
that do not meet the “a” or “d” requirements (for example, Integrated Science 1/2). All college 
preparatory courses listed are noted by (P) on school transcripts, except honors, advanced 
placement, and international baccalaureate courses, which are noted by (H), (AP), and (IB) 
respectively. If “H,” “Honors,” “AP,” or “IB” is bolded below, the course grade will get extra 
weighting by the UC and CSU systems. 
 
a: History 
African-American History 1, 2 
American Government (and ESL) 
Global Studies 
Government and Politics (AP) 
History of the Americas (IB) 
Politics and Power 
U.S. History 1, 2 (and ESL) 
United States History (AP) 
World Geography/Ancient Civilizations 
World History & Cultures 1, 2  

(and ESL) 
 
b: English 
African-American Literature 
American Literature A, B 
Bible as Literature 
Composition 
CPA-Composition/Writing 
English 1A, 1B 
English IB HL1A (IB) 
English IB HL1B (IB) 
English Language and Composition 

(AP) 
English Literature and Composition 

(AP) 
Expository Writing (ELD) IV, V* 
Genre in Literature 
Literature of Diversity IV/V* 
Patterns in Black Literature 
Reading & Writing the  

Short Story 
The Epic Novel 
World Literature A, B 
World of Media 
*Maximum one year of any of  these courses 
 

c: Mathematics  
(+ only for the “c” requirement) 

Algebra 1A, 1B (and ESL)+ 
Algebra 2A, 2B (and Honors)+ 
 
Calculus A/B and B/C (AP) 
Further Mathematics IB SL (IB) 
Geometry A, B (and ESL)+ 
Geometry A, B (H)+ 
IB Math Year 1 
Interactive Math Program 1-4+ 
Interactive Math Program 2, 3 (H)+ 
Math Analysis A/B (and Honors) 
Mathematical Studies IB SL 
Mathematics IB (and Honors) 
Mathematics IB HL2 (IB) 
Statistics (AP) 
 
d: Laboratory Science 
Advanced Biology 1D, 2D 
Biology IB SL (IB) 
Biology 1D, 2D (AP) 
Biotechnology (ROP) 
Chemistry 1D, 2D (and AP) 
Chemistry IB SL (IB) 
Environmental Science (AP) 
Human Anatomy & Physiology 1D,  

2D (H) 
Integrated Science 3, 4 
Physics 1D, 2D (and AP) 
Physics IB HL2 (IB) 
 
e: Foreign Language 
French 1-8 
French IB HL (IB) 
French IB SL (IB) 
French Language and Culture (AP) 
German 1-6 
 

Kiswahili 1-6 
Latin I-V 
Latin VI-VIII (AP) 
Latin IB HL (IB) 
Latin: Vergil (AP) 
Mandarin 1-4 
Mandarin IB HL (IB) 
Mandarin IB SL (IB) 
Mandarin Chinese 5/6 
Spanish 1-8 
Spanish IB HL (IB) 
Spanish IB SL (IB) 
Spanish Literature (AP) 
Spanish Language (AP) 
Spanish for Native Speakers 1-4 
 
F: Visual/Performing Arts  

(^ “f” requirement only) 
Advanced Ceramics 
Advanced Dance/Dance Projects 
Advanced Drawing and Painting 
Advanced Photography (and ROP) 
Advanced Theatre Projects (H) 
AFAM-Afro Haitian Dance^ 
Afro-Haitian Advanced Dance 
Art Design Orientation I^ 
Art History (AP) 
Beginning Modern/Jazz Dance^ 
Ceramics^ 
Chamber Orchestra 
Computer Art^ 
Concert Band^ 
Concert Chorale^ 
Concert Orchestra^ 
Creative Arts 1^ and 2^ 
Creative Arts 3/4 
Dance Production/Choreography^ 
Dramatic Arts/Acting Workshop^ 
Drawing^ 
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Jazz Ensemble 
Jazz Lab Band 
Music Composition IB (IB) 
Music Theory (AP) 
Photography^ 
Studio Art (AP) 
Studio Art (IB) 
The Art of Video Production (ROP)^ 
Video Production/Advanced Studio 

Editing^ 
Visual Arts IB (IB) 
 
g: Elective Courses 
  All courses listed under “a-f” with  

the exception of Mathematics+ or 
Visual/Performing Arts^ courses, 
plus: 

Advanced Programming Projects 
African-American Economics 
African-American History 3 
African-American Journalism  

(and Adv.) 

Art Design II 
BEST—English 
BEST—History 
Biotechnology 1-4 
Black Psychology 
C++ / Java 1/2 
Chicano/Latino Literature 
Community Service: A Sociological 

Perspective 
Comparative Religious Studies 
Computer Art B 
Computer Science AB 
Computer Science (AP) 
Contemporary La Raza History 
Creative Arts 2 
Dance Projects 
Ecoliteracy 
Economics (and AP) 
Economics IB (IB) 
Environmental Journalism 
Environmental Science 
Forensic Science 

Globalization 
Integrated Science 1/2 
Intermediate Afro-Haitian Dance 
Intermediate Ceramics 
Intermediate Modern/Jazz Dance 
Intermediate Photography 
Journalism 1/2 
Popular Culture in 20th Century 

America 
Public Speaking  
Reading and Writing the Short Story 1, 2 
Renewable and Sustainable Energy 
Social Justice Seminar—English & 

History 
Sociology & Anthropology 
Sports Medicine (ROP) 
Theoretical Psychology 
Theory of Knowledge IB 
Women’s Studies 
Xicano/Latinas in Film 
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